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JUNE MEETING. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the loth instant, 
at three o'clock, p.m. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, and the first Vice-President, the second Vice-President, 
Mr. Rhodes, occupied the chair. 
The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 
The librarian reported accessions: 

From Mrs. Kingsmill Marrs, several additions to the Kingsmill 
Marrs collection of English history and biography, among which 
are a presentation copy of Richard Sims^ Handbook of the Library 
of the British Museum, 1854; R. W. Huntley's Chavenage, A Tale 
of the Cotswolds, 1648, London, 1845; ^^^ Fenwick-Metcalfe's Visi- 
tations of Gloucester , 1682-3, privately printed in 1884. 

From Miss Sarah K. Burgess, of Dedham, two rare volumes, 
Matthew Mead's The Almost Christian Discovered, 14th edition, 
Boston, 1730, bearing the autograph signature, '^Hannah Heuens 
Her Book 1741"; and Thomas Gwin's A brief narration of the Life 
and Sufferings of John Peters, who lived and suffered persecution in 
England, with the hope "to Transport himself and his Family to 
America," printed in 1709, having the autograph signature "Frances 
Daves hir Book.'' 

From the Union Club, Boston, a collection of magazines and 
newspapers, 1918 to 1920. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported the following accessions: 

From W. Sturgis Bigelow, a sword said to have belonged to King 
George III, bought by Dr. Bigelow in London thirty years ago. 
The mountings of the sword are silver gilt, and show that it was 
probably part of a royal uniform, to be worn, however, in the char- 
acter of a king, and not as honorary colonel or general of a foreign 
army. 

From Miss Ada A. Gilbert, of Brighton, a crayon portrait of Rev. 
Andrew Leete Stone (1815-92, Yale, 1837), minister of Park Street 
Church, Boston, 1849-61, made by her sister. Miss Helen Sewall 
Gilbert, a member of that Church. 

From Miss Emma Rodman, a lithograph of Rev. Francis William 
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Pitt Greenwood, printed in colors by William Sharp in 1840, exe- 
cuted at the request of the Congregation of King's Chapel; a litho- 
graph of John Thornton Kirkland, by Pendleton, after Gilbert 
Stuart; and an engraving of Daniel Webster by J. Cheney and 
R. W. Dodson after Richard M. Staigg. 

From Mrs. Kingsmill Marrs, a photograph of Queen Victoria, 
in the sixtieth year of her reign; of Queen Elizabeth of Wlirtemburg, 
about 1903; and of members of the royal family of Italy, 1875 and 
1900; and of the YD parade in Boston. 

From Mrs. Frances W. Porter, a gold watch, and fob with seal, 
which were worn by her grandfather, James Savage (i 784-1873), 
our former associate and President. The watch was made by Louis 
Mallet, Horloger du Due d'Orleans, Paris, and is numbered 503. 
The seal consists of the initials ^^I. S.'^ within the legend ^'Vitam 
impendere vero." 

From Mary Baker Strong and Caroline C. Burlen, of Cambridge, 
a silhouette, by Doyle, of Elijah Corey, from whom Corey Hill, 
Brookline, was named; and an old-fashioned watch carried by him. 

From Dr. James Brown Thornton, of Boston, a piece of wood 
from the manor house at Scrooby, brought home by John Wingate 
Thornton, and several coins from the Plain of Abraham, Quebec. 

From Mr. Norcross, an impression on wax of a seal, showing the 
head of Napoleon, said to have been given by him to one of his officers, 
and which is now in the possession of George Clarendon Hodges. 

From F. H. Shumway, a badge of the Vineyard Chapter, Royal 
Arch, and one of the Lodge of Odd Fellows, 1920. 

From John H. Storer, a collection of coins and medals. 

From Charles P. Greenough, a number of coins and Mexican notes. 

By purchase: a portrait of Elizabeth Oliver (i 738-1820), who 
married Edward Lyde, March 18, 1772, painted by Copley. 

By deposit: from James Brown Thornton, a gold watch, 
formerly owned by James Brown Thornton, of Boston, Merchant, 
and a ring once a part of the watch chain of his father. Dr. Thomas 
Gilbert Thornton, of Boston, who was United States Marshal of 
the District of Maine. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a letter 
from Francis Russell Hart, accepting his election as a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

The Editor reported the following accessions: 

From Francis R. Hart, eleven photostat prints of charts, colored 
like the originals in his possession, showing the shifting positions of 



1920.] GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY. 187 

the English and French fleets off the island of Dominica, on April 9 
and 12, 1782, with a list of the British ships engaged and their flags 
and signals. The English fleet was commanded by Rodney, the 
French, by De Grasse. The action of the 9th was inconclusive, and 
the refusal of Rodney to pursue after his victory on the 12 th in- 
volved him in a controversy with Hood. These plans, of great 
detail and technical finish, were prepared to illustrate the movements 
of the fleet on the days of battle. 

From Mrs. Adelbert Ames and Mrs. Paul Butler of Lowell, a card 
index to all references to General Benjamin Franklin Butler found in 
the Boston Public Library. This index, remarkable for its size and 
completeness, was prepared by Henry Jefferson Moulton, and contains 
some 25,000 entries, covering every phase of General Butler's long 
and not uneventful career in public life. It will serve as an index 
to political and military history for a half century, and only an ex- 
amination of it will indicate its scope. The sole condition attached 
to this gift is that it shall be freely open to students of history. 

From Miss Ruth K. Richardson of Boston, a series of letters 
written by Rev. Joseph Warren (1765-1815) of Plymouth, to his 
college classmate. Rev. Thomas Gray of Jamaica Plain, from 1792- 
1810, some sixty in number. Miss Richardson is the great-grand- 
daughter of Rev. Mr. Gray. 

From Miss Emma Rodman, certificates of membership of her 
father, Samuel William Rodman, in the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association, 1833, and in the Pilgrim Society, 1835. 

From William C. Endicott, a "Characteristic Epitaph upon 
James Sullivan, who died at Shirley, June, 1787," of unknown 
authorship. 

From Miss Susanna Willard, two letters, written in April, 1873, 
descriptive of the division of the Henry Knox papers between 
Francis S. Drake and Henry K. Thacher. 

From James Brown Thornton, a receipt, dated May 11, 1802, 
signed by Thomas G. Thornton. 

By purchase: A diary kept by Rev. Hezekiah Smith (173 7-1 805) 
of Haverhill, August i, 1773, to April 28, 1778. It is "bound'' in a 
broadsheet of Harvard "Quaestiones," 1772. 

The Vice-President announced a bequest of $3,000 from the 
estate of James Schouler, long our associate as a Resident and a 
Corresponding Member, the income of which is to be used for 
the purchase of historical manuscripts. 

The Vice-President also announced the gift of $10,000 ac- 
companied by the following letter: 



1 88 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

To the President and Council of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen: 

It gives me great pleasure to present from myself and my brothers, 
Grenville Lindall and Beekman, to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society Ten thousand Dollars as follows: 

Frederic Winthrop, in Memory of Robert Dudley Winthrop $2,500 

Grenville Lindall Winthrop 2,500 

Frederic Winthrop 2,500 

Beekman Winthrop 2,500 

$10,000 

to establish a Fund in Memory of our father, Robert Winthrop, to 
be known as the Robert Winthrop Fund. The principal of this 
Fund is to be invested and kept invested, and the income only to 
be used for the publication of papers written by Members of the 
Winthrop Family, or of papers relating to the Winthrop Family in 
Massachusetts and in Connecticut, or of research relating to the 
Winthrop Family in England before or during the Great Puritan 
Emigration to New England in the Seventeenth Century. 

Should desirable material for such publication or research not be 
available during any year or term of years, the income shall be al- 
lowed to accumulate during such year or term of years until the 
income so accumulated shall amount in the aggregate to Ten thou- 
sand Dollars. These accumulations shall then be added to the 
principal, and the principal so increased shall be regarded as a new 
principal, which shall be invested and kept invested, and the income 
only used for such purposes of the Society as the President and 
Council of the Society shall from time to time determine — prefer- 
ence always to be given to the purposes for which this fund originally 
was established. Very truly yours, 

Frederic Winthrop. 

The Vice-President then announced that Mr. Schouler's 
bequest, and the gift from Frederic Winthrop and his brothers, 
had been accepted by the Council on the terms and conditions 
as stated. 

Mr. Ford stated that the Winthrop collection of manuscripts, 
given to the Society by Robert C. Winthrop, Sr.,and Robert C. 
Winthrop, Jr., constitutes the largest and most valuable collec- 
tion of early colonial papers in existence. No other colony can 
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show SO numerous, so important in themselves, or so widely- 
related a series of letters, extending through five generations of 
men prominent in public affairs. Apart from the family 
interest, they possess great historical value, and hardly a name 
of moment in the first fifty years of New England history 
cannot be found in some form and often in a long series of com- 
munications. Though six volumes of selected letters have been 
printed, they do not begin to touch the material available. This 
generous gift now places it in the power of the Society to make 
a complete and systematic publication of the known Winthrop 
material, and thus fitly rounds out the gift of the manuscripts. 

Robert Means Lawrence, of Boston, was elected a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

Edwin Francis Gay, of New York, was elected a Corre- 
sponding Member of the Society. 

Mr. NoRCROSS then spoke as follows: 

Soon after the great Boston fire in November, 1872, the fol- 
lowing letter was received by registered mail by Mayor Gaston 
and turned over to my father who was the Treasurer of the 
Fire Relief fund: 

Graham's, S. C. 
Nov. 18 1872 
To the Mayor and Aldermen 
of Boston, Mass. 
Gentlemen — 

Enclosed please find One Thousand Dollars for the benefit of 
Those who were burned out at the recent fire. 

Hopeing This will be rec'd with the true feeling, we are Gentlemen 
Very truly 

Yours etc 
Ex Confederate Soldiers. 

The sum of One Thousand Dollars was enclosed — in Confed- 
erate bills/ 1 I give the letter and the bills to the Society for 
preservation with other memorials of the Summer Street Fire 
Fund already in its possession. 

Mr. WiNSHiP submitted a note on 

Letters of John Eliot, the Apostle. 

The Society's publications contain two series of letters 
written by John Eliot, printed in one case with no clue to show 
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where they came from, and in the other with this information, 
but without the important additional fact that the originals are 
still extant. 

The first group consists of 9 letters written between 1670 
and 1688 to Robert Boyle, Governor of the New England Com- 
pany, the English missionary society which supplied most of the 
money used by Eliot during the latter half of his life. These 
form an important part of the third volume of the Society's 
Collections, issued in 1794, and were taken from the Appendix 
to Thomas Birch's Life of Boyle, London, 1744, pp. 430-449. 

The other series of letters, written to Boyle and to Henry 
Ashurst, the Treasurer of the Company, are included in the 
Proceedings for November, 1879, having been crowded out of 
the second volume of '^ Early Proceedings,'^ where they would 
naturally have appeared, under the date of July, 1852, when the 
copies were given to the Society. These are printed from a 
square memorandum book into which they were copied by 
"John Waddington, pastor of the church formed by Henry 
Jacob in Southwark," and are attested under seal of the legation 
of the United States by Abbott Lawrence, who certifies that he 
"has seen the original of the copies . . . and that the copies 
are true." He might have added that the originals, presum- 
ably at any rate then, as now, belonged in the archives of the 
Company, which is still an active missionary organization. 
They were again printed in 1896 by Governor John W. Ford 
of the Company, in a volume with the title: 

Some Correspondence between the Governors and Treasurers 
of the New England Company in London and the Commissioners 
of the United Colonies in America, the Missionaries of the Company 
and others Between the Years 1657 and 17 12, to which are added 
the Journals of the Rev. Experience Mayhew in 17 13 and 17 14, 
Printed from the Originals in the possession of the New England 
Company by Spottiswoode & Co., London, 1896. Privately printed. 

In the Proceedings, the first letter is addressed to *'Mr. 
Hord," and in Some Correspondence the name is given as 
**Lloyd," but the actual recipient was Richard Floyd, who 
was Treasurer of the English corporation during the, first ten 
years of its existence, coincident with the period of the 
Protectorate. 
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The first volume of the Collections^ 1792, contains another 
document which belongs with these letters. This is Major 
Daniel Gookin's Historical Collections of the Indians, written in 
1674. This is printed from the original author's copy, belonging 
to the Society. Gookin's work was intended to be a continua- 
tion of the series of Eliot Indian Tracts, which now ends with 
the Brief Narrative of 1 67 1 . Another copy of his manuscript was 
submitted to the Company in London and at a meeting on 
March 24, 1674-75, was referred to a Committee with instruc- 
tions to consider it, and if they thought fit, to prepare it for 
the press. The news of the outbreak of King Philip's war put 
an end to this scheme for reviving interest among the contribu- 
tors to the Society's missionary funds, and the manuscript 
sent to England disappeared. The Society's copy contains the 
names of two of Gookin's descendants, and a note that in 1741 
it was offered as evidence to the Commissioners who were de- 
termining the Massachusetts-Rhode Island boundary. 

Gookin was not deterred by the fate of his first venture, and 
wrote another lengthy narrative for the Company, giving an 
account of the Indian War of 1675-76. This was likewise sub- 
mitted, presumably, for publication. An English Clergyman 
loaned it to the Rev. Mr. Campbell of Pittsburg, who loaned 
it to Jared Sparks. Sparks copied it, and from his transcript 
it was printed in the second Archaeologia Americana of the 
American Antiquarian Society, in 1836. 

One other fact ought to be recorded in the publications, al- 
though this likewise is eighty-five years late to do much good. 
When in 1834, in 3 Collections, iv, the publication committee 
printed what it thought was the *^ entire series" of the Eliot 
Indian Tracts, it left out the last three: A further Accompt, of 
1659; A further Account, of 1660; and^ Brief Narrative, of 1671. 

Another matter which it may be well to put on record, in 
connection with the foregoing, is that four letters from Eliot 
to the Rev. Jonathan Hanmer, were issued in facsimile by the 
late Theodore N. Vail in 191 5, and that three of them were also 
printed, from copies made before the originals were sold out of 
England, in 1919, in the Bulletin of the John Rylands Library, 
Manchester. 

The earlier volumes of the Society's publications contain a 
good many documents which were printed without note or 
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comment to show where the originals may be seen or how they 
came to the attention of the publication committee. At that 
time, when historical investigators rarely looked beyond what 
was written on a paper, and had not reached the point of 
realizing that the way an old document chanced to be preserved 
is often quite as significant as anything it contains, such 
economy of editorial effort was nothing one could object to. 
Now that rather more is expected, it will perhaps save some 
one else a little time, and contribute to the completeness of the 
Society's publication record, to insert these memoranda even 
though a century too late to be really useful. 

Mr. TuTTLE submitted a paper on 

The Glasgow- Weekly-History, 1743. 

The Society has recently obtained by purchase a copy of 

The I Glasgow- Weekly-History | Relating to the | Late Progress ( 
of the I Gospel ] At Home and Abroad; | Being | A Collection of Let- 
ters, partly reprin- | ted from the London-Weekly-History ,^ | and 
partly printed first here at Glas- 1 gow. | For the Year 1742. || 
Glasgow: Printed by William Duncan. 1743. Small 8vo. 

The volume was received in its broken original building. 
It is printed in signatures of eight pages, with signature- 
marks A-Fff, but each part is paged separately. In the 
second number subscribers were advised to '^lay up their 
Weekly half Sheets till the end of the Year,'' when a Title 
Page and Index would be supplied gratis. An Index of six 
pages follows the title, and this is followed by a series of fifty- 
two issues of eight pages each; the first of which is without 
number and with the heading: 

Four I Letters | from | Mr. Gilbert Tennent, the Secretary | of | 
New-England, | And Dr. Colman, Concerning the great | Success of 
the Gospel abroad. || Glasgow, Printed by W. Duncan, Price one 
Half-penny.2 

1 There is a copy of "The Weekly History: Or, An Account of the Most Re- 
markable Particulars relating to the present Progress of the Gospel. By the 
Encouragement of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield^ Printed by J. Lewis in Bartholomew- 
Close [London], Numbers i to 84, 1741-42, 4to," in the library of Wjonberly 
Jones De Renne, Wormsloe, Georgia (p. 239). This is the only copy of the Lon- 
don issue so far found. 

2 A similar title, probably taken from the same source as this, appears in the 
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The heading of numbers 2 to 52 is 

The I Weekly History: | Or, | An Account of the most Remark- 
able Particulars relating | to the present Progress of the Gospel. 

Number 2 has this additionalline: ''By the Encouragement 
of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield." 

Numbers 2 to 25 have the line just below the heading: 
''Glasgow, Re-printed by W. Duncan, Price one Half-penny." 
Numbers 26 to 52 have this line changed to: "Glasgow, Printed 
by W. Duncan, Price one Half-penny.'' 

The proposal for printing this work by subscription was 
issued from Glasgow on November 18, 1741, and is printed on 
the last page of the first number giving the imprint: "London 
Printed: And Glasgow Re-printed by William Duncan, in the 
Salt Mercat." The numbers were printed weekly, on Mondays, 
beginning with the issue for December i, 1741; and edited by 
William M'CuUoch. Number 52 was the last issue, at the end 
of one year, when the series was discontinued. Search for 
other copies of the work reveals one in the Library of the Earl of 
Crawford at Haigh Hall, Wigan, England, but it lacks the title 
and index. 

The Society's volume bears the autograph signatures of 
Archibald Houston, and of Thomas Smith, of Dundee, 1760, 
1769, October 23, 1770, and 1777. On the inside of the front 
cover is written the following note: 

Dear Brother: — Along with Brother Thomas's letter I send this 
old book of Letters and Sermons, the reading of which has often 
refreshed me. I hope it will do the same to Yoiurself and your Wife. 

Mr. Whitefield and Dr. Willison^ are men whose memories I 
greatly revere. 

May every blessing attend You and Yours. 

Elizabeth Sommerville. 

18 West Register St. 

23d March, 1847. 

Catalogue of the British Museum: "Four Letters, &c., taken from the London 
Weekly History of the Progress of the Gospel: with a large postscript, occasioned 
by the reading of these letters, . . . vindicating . . . the late revival of real 
Christianity, etc. pp. 64. J. Traill: Edinburgh, 1743." 

* John Willison (1680-1750), who initiated a religious revival at Kilsyth, 
after hearing Whitefield speak at Cambuslang in 1742. 
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Following the Weekly History, at the end of the volume, are 
three tracts: 

The I Duty and Advantage | of | Religious Societies, | proven 
from I Scripture and Reason: | with | Proper Directions to all who 
either are or | may be engaged in such Societies. | ... To which are 
subjoined | Two Letters anent the Life of Faith; one | by the Rev- 
erend Mr. Joseph Belcher late of Ded- | ham in New-England,^ . . . 
And the o- 1 ther from Doctor Joseph Hall . . . || Edinburgh, 1745. 
Pp. (i), 42. 

The Balm of Gilead displayed, or, | Christ the Physician of 
Souls I — I A I Sermon | Preached in the Orphan-Hospital Park, | on 
Thursday Evening, the 8th July^ j 1742. . . . | — | By the Reverend 
Mr. George Whitefield, | A.B. late of Pembroke College, Oxford. 
I — I — II Glasgow, 1742. Pp. 16. 

The I Blood of Sprinkling | in two | Sermons, | Preached by | — | 
The late Rev, Mr. William Wright, Minister of the | Gospel at 
Kilmarnock. . . . Glasgow, 1742. Pp. 40. 

The Great Awakening of 173 7-1 742 received its inspiration 
from Whitefield, whose invitation to come to Boston was ex- 
tended by Rev. Benjamin Colman, Minister of the Brattle 
Street Church. 

The contents of the " Glasgow- Weekly-History," the letters 
of Mr. Colman, and a few items of special interest, are given 
below, as no trace of their being in print has been found: 
[Number i] Title given above. 

Gilbert Tennent to his brother William, Boston, Jan. 
24, 1 740-1, [ ] Bealty to [ ] Red- 

man, Philadelphia, March 4, 1741, Gilbert Tennent 
to George Whitefield [page 2]. 

New-York, Apr, 25, 1741. 
Very Dear Brother, 

After cordial Salutation, these may inform you, that through 
great Mercy I have enjoyed some Measure of Health, for the most 
Part of Time. In my Return homewards, I have been preaching 
daily, ordinarily three Times a Day, and sometimes oftner (a few 
Days in the aforesaid Space excepted) and through pure Grace I 

* Of the Letter found in the Library of Rev. Joseph Belcher, twenty-three 
separate issues have akeady been found, including one described in the Publica- 
tions of the Colonial Society. This reprint in "Duty and Advantage," has 
hitherto escaped notice, and adds one to the number. 2 Proceedings j xvm. 469. 
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have met with Success much exceeding my Expectation. In the 
Town of Boston there were many Hun[dreds or] Thousands as some 
have judged, under Soul-concern. When I left that Place, many 
Children were deeply affected about their Souls and several had re- 
ceived Consolation. Some aged Persons in Church Communion and 
some open Opposers were convinced; divers of the young and middle- 
aged were comforted: And several Negroes were hopefully converted. 
The Shock was rather more general at Charles-town. Multitudes 
were awakened, and several had received great Consolation, espe- 
cially among the young People, Children and Negroes. At Cam- 
bridge also in the College and Town, the shaking among the dry 
Bones was general; and several of the Students have received Con- 
solation. In these Places, I found several Fruits of your Ministry. 
In Ipswich, there was a general Concern among the Inhabitants, so 
in this Place also I saw some of the Fruits of your Labours. There 
were also several awakend in Portsmouth, in Greenland, in Ipswick, 
Hamlet, Marble-head, Chelsea, Maiden, Hampton, New-town, Rose- 
bury, Plimouth, Bristol, Providence, Stoningtown, Geatton [Groton], 
New-London, Lime, Guilford, New-haven, Milford, Stratford, New- 
port, The shock at New-port, was very considerable. Divers 
Quakers and Children came to me, in distress about their Souls, 
with others. At Hew-haven, the Concern was general both in Col- 
lege and Town: . . . About thirty Students came on foot ten Miles 
to hear the Word of God. And at Milford the Concern was general. 
I believe by a Moderate Computation that Divers Thousands have 
been awakened. Glory be to God on High! I have had good Informa- 
tion this Journey, that God has bless'd my poor Labours on Long 
Island in my pass to New-England. I thank you, Sir, that you did 
excite me to this Journey. It was doubtless of God, there have been 
several Children in several other Places beside these mentioned, 
Who after Distress, have received Comfort. The Work of God 
spreads more and more. My Brother William has had remarkable 
Success this Winter at Burlington. I hear that there are several 
religious Societies formed there. Mr. John Cross has had remark- 
able Success at Straiten [Staten] Island, and many I hear, have been 
awakened by the Labours of Mr. Rolinson in divers places of the 
York Government. Mr. Mills has had remarkable Success in Con- 
necticut, particularly at New-haven. And I hear that Mr. Blair, ^ 
has had remarkable Success in Pensilvania. Mr. Noble and Family 

1 John Blair. He was "bred under old Mr. Tennent aforemention'd, and is 
a choice Minister and Servant of Christ, and one of Mr. Gilbert Tennent's As- 
sociates, and settled in Pensilvania, where the Harvest of Souls is exceeding 
reat." Seward, "Journal," 36. 
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are well. The Lord bless you Dear Brother. I add no more, but 
Love and remain Yours. G. Tennent. 

P. S. In and about Mr, Davenport'^^ Place there is a great Commo- 
tion; Multitudes are under Soul-concern: And I hear that he is very 
warm. From Horseneck to York beyond Boston, there is in most 
Places a greater or less Degree of Soul-concern. 

Extract of a Letter to the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, from Josiah 
Willard, Esq; Secretary of the Province of New-England [p. 4]. 

Boston, April 25, 1741. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

Your kind Letters of the first and sixteenth of January I received 
last Week with great Thankfulness and Satisfaction. That God 
should honour me, the most unworthy of all Creatures, with the 
Love and Friendship of some of his dearest Servants, fills' me with 
abundant Joy, and yet with the deepest Shame and Abasement. 
Oh! That the Lord would make me worthy of so great a Favour. 
There has been so evidently the Finger of God in directing you into 
this Province, and (after your Departure) the Reverend Mr. Ten- 
nentj thro* your earnest and importunate Request to him, and in 
the wonderful Success that has attended both his and your Ministry; 
as also the Labours of our own Ministers for some Months past, 
that many that like not the Work are sadly put to it to keep their 
Eyes shut against the evidences of it.^ The Alteration in the State 
of Religion in this Town, and many of the neighbouring Towns 
(especially Charles-Town and Cambridge) is very amazing. The vast 
Numbers that flock to hear the Word preached even on the Week 
Days, and the serious Looks, grave Deportment, and close Atten- 
tion of almost all, and the weeping Eyes of many, are evident 
Proofs of the Power of the Word: Our Churches are almost as much 
crowded at our Evening Lectures as when you were here. We 
opened an Evening Lecture at our Church the last Week, and had a 

^ James Davenport (1716-1757), a son of John, and a successful revivalist 
in Connecticut in 1741, being expelled from the colony and, on trial, in Boston, 
was declared non-compos. His career was eventful, and Whitefield speaks of 
him as a ''sweet, pious soul." 

2 Whitefield prints an extract relating to Tennent in his "Some Remarks on 
a late Pamphlet Intitled The State of Religion in New England," Glasgow, 1742. 
Boston, reprinted, 1743, p. 10. A copy of the "State of Religion," issued by 
Robert Foulis, Glasgow, 1742, is in the Prince Collection, Boston Public Li- 
brary, and also a copy of the second issue made in the same year; with a reply to 
Whitefield*s "Remarks." The author was A. M. In both editions Colman 
is made to complain that " Mr. Whitefield's Friends have been too free with 
my Letters, in printing Part of them, and mixing them with Parts of others, 
without Distinction." 
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very full Assembly. Mr. Webb told me last Week, that he had five 
Hundred and Fifty Persons noted down in his Book (besides some 
Strangers) that have been with him in their Soul Troubles within a 
Quarter of a Year, and above Eighty that are in a State of Comfort 
and Peace; and the most, (he is perswaded) upon a good Foundation. 
Mr. Cooper also has his Hands full of Work; Dr. Sewall and Mr. 
Prince are likewise well employed; and I believe the rest of our Min- 
isters find their Labours much more successful than formerly: But 
that which forbodes a more lasting Advantage, is the new Face of 
Things at the College, where the Impressions of Religion have been, 
and still are very general and many in a Judgment of Charity 
brought home to Christ; and divers Gentlemen's Sons, that were 
sent there only for a more polite Education, are now so full of Zeal 
for the Cause of Christ, and of Love to Souls, as to devote them- 
selves entirely to the Studies of Divinity.^ 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev, Dr. Coleman of Boston, to the 
Rev, Mr, Whitefield [p. 5]. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

God has carried us thro' the longest and severest Winter, since 
you left us, that I ever knew. Numerous and mighty Snows have 
hardened into Ice by mighty Frosts, which have shut up Town and 
Country from each other; yet Mr. Tennent was nothing terrified, 
from facing our North Winds from hence to York, and back again, 
and is now near New-haven (as I suppose) home-wards.^ 

We opened a weekly evening Lecture upon your leaving us in our 
House, which has to this Day been crouded as when you were 
preaching to us; our Sabbath Assemblies are also greater, and our 
Lectures much more in Number, and more reverend, attentive, and 
affected than when you came to us. 

The good Work of God was going on among us when Mr. Ten- 
nent came. We received him just as we did you, as Angels of Christ. 
He has been abundant and fervent in Labours as you were; Morn- 
ing and Evening, and exhorting at home. God has been pleas'd 
to crown his Labours with abundant Success. Our young People, 
and little Children, are wonderfully impressed to the Admiration of 
Ministers and Parents, and all Observers. In a particular manner 
their Affection works in a Zeal for the Souls of others, their Com- 
panions, School-master, Brethren and Sisters, and Servants in the 
Families. . . . Charles-Town is even more generally and deeply 

^ Last sentence is printed in '* Some Remarks," p. 14. 

2 He left Boston Monday, March 2, ''to return to his own people." Boston 
News-Letter, March 5, 1741. 
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impress'd than Boston; at Cambridge ^ the College is anew Creature; 
the Students full of God, and hope to come out Blessings in their 
Generations, and how to be so now to each other. Many of them 
are now we think truly born again, and several of them happy In- 
struments of Conversion to their Fellows. The Voice of Prayer 
and Praise fills their Chamber; and the Sincerity, Fervency, and 
Joy, the Seriousness of their Heart sits visibly on their Faces. I 
was told Yesterday that not Seven of a Hundred remain unaffected. 
I know how the good Tidings of this will affect and please you. 
God give you like Joy every where in the Fruit of your Labours. 

At Portsmouth in Newhampshire Government, the Congregation 
were mightily melted under Mr. Tennenfs Sermon, on his Return 
from York. The great Town of Ipswich is also greatly mov'd; we 
hear from Rode-Island and from Providence that a great Presence 
and Power of God attended his Labours among them. The mar- 
vellous Thing and great Wonder there was, that Mr. C[heck]ly 
the Church Minister invited him to Preach in the Church, whither 
all of every Denomination crowded, and seem'd to unite in Love 
to the Word and Preacher. 

My late Letters from Connecticut, inform me of great Numbers 
under Convictions at Hartford and Lyme. And at Northampton and 
Daverfield [Deerfield], the Work of God is greatly revived, Mr. 
Edwards read lately to his People part of a Letter from me, giving 
him an accoimt of our State. Help us still dear Sir with your 
Prayers and constant remembrance. And the Lord deliver you 
from unreasonable Men. We hear of your Arrest at Carolina. 

JS^umb. 2. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Coleman ^ of Boston, to the 
Rev. Mr. Whitefield [p. i]. 

R&D. and very dear Sir. 

Having been out in the Country, under the Service of the best 
of Masters, I have not had the time to write to you as I hoped for, 
and also miss'd some opportunities, which troubPd me: for, next to 
the Pleasure of receiving a Letter from you, is that of writing to you. 

A few Days ago I received your two Letters, one from on board 
the Minerva, the other from London. Many here besides myself, 
will give thanks to God for his Mercies to you in your Voyage; some 
of us pray and give Thanks publickly for you as well as privately. 

1 Extract to the end of this paragraph is printed in '' Some Remarks," p. 13. 

2 Whitefield in "Some Remarks," p. 10, says the printer of the "Weekly- 
History," No. 2 has mistaken Rev. Mr. Cooper for Colman as the writer of this 
letter from which Whitefield makes an extract relating to Mr. Tennent. 
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Indeed your Letters fill me with Joy from time to time. Blessed, 
blessed, be the name of Jesus our sweetest Redeemer, who so delights 
to use you in his Service, and lets you lean in his Bosom. I join 
with you in the Cry, Grace, Grace! . . . Indeed the good Seed 
sown in your Ministry here has not quite done springing up to this 
Day; we were endeavouring to water it, and not without some mani- 
fest Success, when dear Mr. Tennent came: And he came in the 
Fulness of the Blessing of the Gospel indeed. He was with us several 
Months. Many Thousands were awakened, and I believe, many 
truly converted. There is quite a new Face on Religion in this 
Town, as well as in many Places in the Country. Many Ministers 
as well as People are greatly quickened. Blessed be God who put 
it in our Hearts to move him to come, and inclined his Heart to come 
and help us. He has great Success in his way home; there was a 
great shock in the College of New-haven, and a sweet Work has been 
going on at our College at Cambridge, Indeed God has given us a 
gracious reviving Time; of which I will write you more particularly 
in a short Time. 

Mr. H . . . B . . .^ a wealthy Planter, in South Car- 
olina to his sister; giving an account of his Conversion. 

Numb. 3. 

Conclusion of letter of H. B. 

Gilbert Tennent to Mr. Whitefield, New Brunswick, Dec. 

I, 1739- 
William Tennent to " " New York, Dec. 22, 

1739- 
R. . . .a B . . .n, a girl of 10, to Mr. Whitefield, Bethesda, 
Orphan House, Georgia, March 24, 1740-41. 

Numb. 4. 

Mr. Whitefield, from his journal, on Howel Harris, at 

Cardiff, Wales, March 8, 1738-9. 
Mr. Whitefield to Howel Harris, Edinburgh, August 15, 

1741. 
Howel Harris to J Cennick, Brinkworth, Oct. 7, 1 741 . 

Numb. 5. 

Conclusion of H, Harris. 



^ Hugh Bryan, of Prince William's Parish, whose strange career is touched 
upon by McCrady. He was uncle to Mrs. Stephen Bull — Elizabeth Bryan. 
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A remarkable Account of a Reformation among some Gentlemen, at 
Boston in New-England; being an Abstract of a Letter from G. D. 
of that Place, to his Friend W. N. in Biddiford, Dated Nov. 22, 
1740. 

The Rev. Mr. Whitefield has been here and has been a Means of 
a thorough Reformation in this Town. Oh! 't is good to be where 
Religion is the main thing aim'd at ! We have two Lectures every 
Week: the Ministers are stirr'd up by Mr. Whitefield (that famous 
Divine) greatly. We have Instances of several extraordinary Con- 
victions, almost incredible, but certainly true. I shall instance the 
Heads of one which I heard but last Night from an eminent Divine, 
which is as foUoweth; a Gentleman being a great hater of Religion, 
and especially Mr. Whitefield'' s Preaching, one Day as he was walking 
in his Room he thought he heard Mr. Whitefield: He stood some- 
time very pensive about it; and hearing him, as he thought, conclude 
his Prayer and begin his Sermon, as he thought the Voice was in 
another Room: He went to see who was there, and found one of his 
Negroes preaching: As he laugh'd at the poor Negroe it put a Stop 
to his Work. The next Day the Gentleman had an Entertainment 
at his House several Gentlemen were there. After Dinner the 
Gentleman said to his Company, Come, III entertain you with Mr. 
W^s Preaching: For my Negroe can preach as well as he. The Pipes 
and Tobacco, Bottles and Glasses were brought, and a Joint-Stool 
for the Negroe to preach on. So the Negroe begun and ended his 
Prayer: (the Negroe had the very Phrases of Mr. Whitefield.) And 
then began his Sermon, the Company laughing and ridiculing at 
WhitefieWs Doctrine. At last the Negroe came to his Exhortation, 
and explained himself thus. / am now come to my Exhortation; and 
to you my Master after the Flesh: But know I have a Master even Jesus 
Christ my Saviour, who has said that a Man cannot serve two Masters. 
Therefore I claim Jesus Christ to be my right Master; and all that 
come to him he will receive. You know, Master, you have been given 
to cursing and Swearing and blaspheming God^s holy Name, you have 
been given to be Drunken, a Whoremonger, Covetous, a Liar, a Cheat, 
&c. But know that God has pronounced a Woe against all such, 
and has said that such shall never enter the Kingdom of God. And now 
to conclude (saith he) except you shall repent you shall likewise perish. 
The Negroe spoke with such Authority that struck the Gentlemen 
to Heart. They laid down their Pipes, never drank a Glass of Wine, 
but departed every Man to his own House: and are now pious sober 
Men; but before were wicked profane Persons.^ Such is the Work of 

^ The same story is briefly related in William Seward^s " Journal of a Voyage 
from Savannah to Philadelphia," 1740, p. 7- 
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God by the Hands of poor Negroes: We have such Instances every 
Week from some part of the Country or other. 

Mr. A ... M ... of Edinburgh, to Mr. S. . M. . of 
London, Edinburgh, Sept. 26, 1741. 

Copy of a letter taken out of the American Weekly Mer- 
cury,^ of Thursday, July 16, 1741, from J. L., of East 
Lyme, Conn., to Mr. Gilbert Tennent. 

A Letter from a Gentleman of East Lyme, in Connecticut, to the 
Rev. Mr. Gilbert Tennent, of New-Brunswick. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 

The Work of the Lord hath prospered in this Place since you 
Preached here to Admiration; within a Week after you left this 
Place, a serious Thoughtfulness seemed to spread itself over the 
whole Parish; our Pastor Mr. Griswold ^ being much Enlivened hath 
been wonderfully assisted to Water the good Seed sown, you left 
many Souls much concerned, and some deeply wounded: A careful 
Attendance on the Word Preached, a close Application to reading 
Books of Piety, and Christian Conversation, soon spread almost 
over the whole Parish very speedily, and Private Meetings were 
soon set up. The Wednesday Fortnight after you left us, Mr. Par- 
son^ s Preached to our Private Meeting at my House to about 100 
Persons but such a Power of the Divine Spirit accompanying the 
preached Gospel I had then never seen, about 40 Persons were then 
deeply wounded, about 20 of them in such anguish of Soul as I never 
beheld before, 7 were greatly filled with Fear and Horror, and when 
a little revived made such doleful Outcries that had the Distress 
been upon any other Account, it would almost have broke the hard- 
est Heart. Some Complaining of a load of Guilt lying on them, a 
fiery Hell just ready to receive them, and almost the whole Night 
was spent in Praying with and Counceling the poor distressed Souls. 
The next Sabbath after being the 20th of April, the whole Congre- 
gation was in Tears, and about 80 Persons in deep Anguish, and since 
that there has scarcely been a Sermon Preached, but some Persons 
were deeply Wounded, the Children of all Ages from 6 Years old 
and upwards are great sharers in this blessed Work, and talk most 
wonderfully of the Things of God, the great and unwearied Pains 
they take to bring their Mates to Christ with them, is a standing 
reproach to those that are grown up. . . . Our Parish is but small 
no more than 60 Families, I suppose there is about 120 Persons, and 

1 Printed at Philadelphia, 1719-1746-1-, by Andrew Bradford. 

2 George Griswold. 
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about 80 Concerned, about 20 give good Evidence of the New-Birth, 
some rejoicing with Joy unspeakable, my own Children are Sharers 
in the Work, 2 hopefully Converted the one 16 the other 13 Years 
old, another about 7 under deep Convictions, indeed hardly a House 
escapes but some one or more under deep Concern, so that there is 
not one Scoffer, nor many opposers. The good Work goes on at 
Groton, New London, and the first Parish of Lyme, and of late hath 
much spread. . . Last Thursday Mr. Parsons Preached a Sermon 
in his own Parish which had such an effect on his people that for 
some Time the Worship was interrupted, near 100 Persons in deep 
anguish and about 60 crying out aloud. . . . What shall say I fur- 
ther? Tongue nor Pen can't express the one half; it 's a most blessed 
Time, its a mere Heaven upon Earth, the People from dull Care- 
lesness, now are like the Horse-leach at the Vein, crying give give. 
Worldly discourse is now much banished; Heaven, the Things of 
God, and the New-Birth ingrosses all Conversation; we have 2 
Lectures a Week much Crowded. . . . The same blessed Work goes 
on under the Ministry of Mr. Walrok ^ and Pumrey ^ at Hebron and 
the North Parish of Lebanon, in a most surprising Manner. Some of 
the Clergy put to the Hand with all their Strength to carry on the 
good Work. vi. Mess. Owen,^ Croswell, Adams, "^ Jewett,^ Griswold, 
and Parsons, others silent, and some oppose it, but thereby they 
have brought a great odium on themselves, that their own People 
begin to talk of leaving their Ministry. . . . Dear Sir, God must 
have all the Glory, tho' it's meet that I should render you hearty 
Thanks for your Labour of Love, especially in our small Parish, 
where the Lord hath made it a Means to Convert many Souls al- 
ready, and many more in a likely way. Oh! pray hard that these 
good Beginnings may not be as the Morning Cloud, &c. This is all 
at present from him who ventures to subscribe himself your most 
Humble and Obedient Son and Servant. J. L. 

Numb. 6. 

J.® Cennick to J. Humphreys, London, Oct. 21, 1741 

'^ " to Lewis, Avon, June 26, 1741. 

The Rev, Dr. Colma,n, from Boston writes thus [p. 7]. 

June 8, 1 741. 
Rev, and dear Sir, 

I have both your kind Letters to me, that at Sea, & the other 
after your arrival at London, our Hearts and Prayers are ever with 

^ Eleazar Wheelock. ^ Benjamin Pomeroy. * John Owen. 

* Eliphalet Adams. '^ David Jewett. " John Cennick. 
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you, as we see with Joy that yours are with us. May Wisdom and 
Strength be added to you abundantly Day by Day. The Work of 
God with us goes on greatly from Boston, Charlestown, Cambridge, 
Ipswich, Maulden, &c, to Hampshire Coventry, New- London, Hartford, 
Lyme, Lebanon, &c. and round about New-haven, our crowded serious 
Assemblies continue, and great Additions are made to our Churches. 
Yesterday no less than nineteen; the Month before nine or Ten. 
Many of them among the Rich and Polite of our Sons and Daugh- 
ters. This week the overseers of our Colleges have appointed a 
Day of Prayer and Humiliation with thanksgiving, for the Effusion 
of the Spirit of God on the Students who are seriously disposed to 
attend; and are bright Examples to their Instructors, or at least in 
their Eyes. 

J. Cennick to [ ]. Little Sommerford, July 8, 

1741. 

Numb. 7. 

Conclusion of J. Cennick's Letter. 

J. Cennick to Howel Harris, Kingswood, Aug. 15, 1741. 

Numb. 8. 

Conclusion of J. Cennick's Letter. 

J. Cennick's account of his persecution, Sept. 6, 1741. 

Numb. 9. 

Conclusion of J. Cennick's account. 

T. D. to [ ] in London, Edinburgh, Oct. 

24, 1741. 

Numb. 10. 

Mr. Whitefield to J. Cennick, Brechen, Oct. 17, 1741. 

" " '' Gloucester, Jan. 28, 1741. 
[ ] to a friend in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Nov. 

21, 1741. 
Advice to a Junior Minister, Leominster, Jan. 6, 1 741-2. 
[ J to a friend in Glasgow, Edinburgh, [Nov. 

1741] 

Nimib. II 

Conclusion of the Edinburgh letter of [Nov. 1741] 
Mr. Whitefield to J. Cennick in London, Gloucester, 
Feb. 6, 1741 
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J. Humphreys to the Society at Deptford, near London, 

Gloucester, Jan. i6, 1 741-2. 
J. Willison, of Dundee, to Mr. Whitefield, [1741] 
T. L. and J. K. to Mr. Whitefield, Edin- 
burgh, Dec. 26, 1 741. 

Numb. 12. 

J. O . . .e,^ of Aberdeen to Mr. Whitefield, Aberdeen, 

Nov. 27, 1741. 
Howel Harris, in Wales, to his friend in London, Gloucester, 

Dec. 22, 1741. 
Mr. Whitefield to J. Cennick, Gloucester, Dec. 22, 1741. 
Dr. John Nichols, of New York, to Nicholas Spence, 

Agent for the Church of Scotland, May 20, 1741 

Numb. 13. 

WiUiam M'CuUoch to Mr. Whitefield, [Cambuslang, 1741] 
John Willison to [ ] Oct. 8, 1741. 

Howell Harris to the Society at the Tabernacle London, 
dated Feb. 12, 1 741-2. 

Numb. 14. 

Conclusion of Harris's letter. 

Numb. 15 

From the Rev. Mr, P. . . .,2 to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield [p. i]. 

Boston, Dec. 6, 1741. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

I am now to inform you, that since my last our exalted Saviour 
has been riding forth in his Magnificence and Glory thro' divers 
Parts of our Land, in so triumphant a Manner as has never been 
seen or heard among us, or among any other People as we know of, 
since the Apostles Days. He is daily making his most resolute 
Opposers to fall down under him: And almost every Week we hear 
of new and surprising Conquests, and even almost all at once, and 
in a Manner over whole Congregations, where whole Assemblies 
lay as Congregations of the Dead; the Day of the Power of Christ 
comes at once upon us, and they are almost altogether, both Whites 
and Blacks, both Old and Young, both Prophane and Moral, awak- 
ened, and made alive to God. It is astonishing to see some who were 
like incarnate Devils, thrown at once into such extreme Distress as 
^ James Ogilvie. ^ Thomas Prince. 
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no Pen can possibly describe, or absent Mind imagine; and in two 
or three Days Time turned into eminent Saints, full of Divine Adora- 
tion, Love, and Joy unspeakable and full of Glory. 

Amazing Works of this kind were a Fortnight ago begun, and are 
now going on at Taunton and Middleborough, about forty Miles 
South of Boston, at which last my Brother and Sister live, who so 
earnestly desired your Help; as also in Bridgewater about thirty 
Miles, and at Ahington about twenty-three; and a little before at 
York, Ipswich, Rowley, Cape Anne, and thence to Rittery [Kittery] 
and Berwick: And on a Day of Fasting and Prayer at Portsmouth, 
Discatoway [Piscataqua], which you know is the Metropolis of New- 
hampshire, wherein both Mr. F. . . .^ and Mr. S . . .'s^ Congrega- 
tion are join'd; before the Day was over, the Spirit of God came 
down and seiz'd them at once by Scores and Hundreds, that every 
one in the large Congregation clearly saw and ownM it was a Work 
of God, and in three Days time it was computed there were a Thou- 
sand in that Town in deep Distress about their Souls, and crying 
out in the Bitterness of Anguish, What shall we do to be saved? Yea, 
the wondrous Work even spread into the Church of England there: 
And this Evening I saw a Letter thence, wherein a Gentleman writes, 
that even Mr. B . . . .,^ the Church of England Clergyman there, 
who has often preached against this Work with distinguished Vio- 
lence, has now declared he is convinced it is a wondrous Work of God. 

N. B. The Writer of the above Letter was a Correspondent of the late 
Rev. Mr. J. . . H 's. Minister in Glasgow. 

Mr. B n^ to Mr. Whitefield, [Charlestown, S. C] Dec. 

14, 1741. 
J. Humphreys to the Mr. Whitefield, Bristol, March 4, 

1741-2. 
E . . . A. . . .n to Mr. Whitefield, Heriot's Hospital, 

Edinburgh, Dec. 8, 1741. 

Numb. 16. 

J. B . . .r to Mr. Whitefield, Bethesda, Nov. 10, 1741. 
J. . . . S . . ., to T. D. in Edinburgh. London, 
March 20, 1 741-2. 

Numb. 17. 

Mr. Whitefield to William M'CuUoch, London, March 22, 
1741-2. 

1 Jabez Fitch (1672-1746). * William Shurtleff (1689-1747). 

' Arthur Brown ( -1773). * Hugh Bryan? 
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J . . . B . . .r to Mr. Whitefield, Charlestown, S. C, 

Dec. 14, 1741 
Extract of a Letter Printed at Boston, concerning the 

Conduct and Preaching, of Mr. W — . and T — .^ 

Numb. 18. 

Rev. Mr. H. . . to Mr. Whitefield, Weathersfield, 

Feb. 13, 1741. 
Howell Harris to John Lewis, March, 1 741-2. 

Numb. 19. 

Mr. E. . . toMr. Whitefield, Philadelphia, Dec. 18, 1 741. 

Howell Harris to a Sister under Trials. 

Mr. A . . .s to Mr. Whitefield, Hampton, March 12, 

1741-2. 
God intreated for Jerusalem. An Hymn for a Fast Day 

from Isaiah Ixii, 67. 
A Letter to the Publisher of this Paper. 

Numb. 20. 

Rev. Mr. I. H . . .y to Mr. Whitefield, Biddiford, 

March 7, 1741. 
J. Humphreys to ' " " Bristol, March 

23, 1741-2. 
Rev. Mr. J. O . . .n to " " Leominster, Jan. 

26, 1741-2. 
J. Cennick to " " Kingswood, April 

6, 1742. 

Numb. 21. 

J. . . . P. . . .s^ to Benjamin Coleman, Lyme, Dec. 16, 

1741. 
Howell Harris to Mr. Whitefield, April 5, 1742. 
Extract from Jonathan Edwards' Narrative of Conversion 

at Northampton. 

Numb. 22. 

Continuation of the Edwards Narrative. 

Mr. A. T. to Mr. Whitefield, Edinburgh, April i, 1742. 

1 Whitefield and Tennent. 

* Jonathan Parsons, of the church in Old L)ane. 
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Miss M. Finlysom, a young girl, to Mr. Whitefield, Edin- 
burgh, Nov. 18, 1 741. 

Numb. 23. 

S. Willison, to Mr. Whitefield, April 2, 1742. 
[ ] to William Duncan, May 29, 1742. 

James Robe, First Journal at Kilsyth, May 28, 1742. 
[ ] to John Lewis, April 26, 1742. 

Numb. 24 

Conclusion of letter to Mr. Lewis. 

J . . .s S . . .h to Mr. Whitefield, Bristol March 31, 

1742. 
James Robe, second Journal at Kilsyth, June 2, 1742. 
Mr. Whitefield to John Lewis, London, May 11, 1742. 

Numb. 25. 

Conclusion of Whitefield's Letter. 
James Robe, third Journal at Kilsyth, June 9, 1742. 
Mr. Whitefield to WilHam McCuUoch, Edinburgh, June 8, 
1742. 

Numb. 26. 

James Robe, fourth Journal at Kilsyth, June 16, 1742. 
J. Willison to [ ] Dundee, March 22, 1742. 

Redemption by Price and Power, a hymn. 

Numb. 27. 

J. Humphreys to Mr. Whitefield, Bristol, April 28, 

1742. 

A . . .r W r^ to Mr. Whitefield, April 20, 1742. 

William M'CuUoch of Cambuslang to Mr. Whitefield, 

April 28, 1742. 
James Robe, fifth Journal at Kilsyth, June 24, 1742. 

Numb. 28. 

James Robe, sixth Journal at Kilsyth, June 30, 1742. 
James Ogilvie to person of honor at Edinburgh, Aberdeen, 

October 3, 1741 
Frail Life and succeeding Eternity, a hymn. 

^ Alexander Webster. 
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Numb. 29. 

James Robe, seventh Journal at Kilsyth, July 7, 1742. 
Rev. Mr. J. O. . . .n, of Leominster, to Mr. Whitefield, 

April 19, 1742. 
E. B., a little girl of Edinburgh to Mr. Whitefield. 
The World's Three chief Temptations, a poem by I. W. 

Numb. 30. 

William M'CuUoch to [ ] Camb[uslang], July 14, 

1742. 
Minister in Dublin to William M'CuUoch, Dublin, June 

19, 1742. 
James Robe, eighth Journal at Kilsyth, July 15, 1742. 

Numb. 31. 

James Robe, ninth Journal at Kilsyth, July 20, 1742. 
Minister in Boston, to his Correspondent in Gorbals, 

Boston, May 14, 1742. 
Mrs. A. . . A . . .ng, one of the Society of Kinswood to 
J. Cennick, June 8, 1742. 

Numb. 32. 

Mr. Whitefield to Mr. Abbot, Edinburgh, June 4, 1742. 
*' " to [ ], extracts from a book 

lately published. 
Faith and Repentence, Unbelief and Impenitence, verses, 
by I. W. 

Numb. 33. 

J. Humphreys to Mr. S. . . .s 

To the Rev, Mr, B. B. a/ SI . . r [p. 2]. 

Harv. Coll. Feb. 4, 1741-2. 
Dear Cousin, 

I Desire to be very thankful that I can yet say, vital Religion is 
still a very flourishing Condition amongst us. Could I collect all 
the wonderful Accounts of the Success of the Gospel, and powerful 
Effects of the Means of Grace, accompanied by the Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, you will I doubt not, be quite astonished at the wonder- 
ful Grace and Mercy of God to usward ... I think most of our 
Churches have partook of this great Blessing, some in a larger, some 
in a smaller Degree. And according to Judgment of Charity, many 
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Thousands have been brought to taste and see that the Lord is 
gracious; in some Congregations the People have so thirsted after 
the Word, that a Sermon in the Meetinghouse every Night would 
hardly suffice them. And in some Churches they have tarried after 
Service in vast Numbers, as I myself have been an Eye-witness of, 
sometimes most part of the Night and sometimes all Night, blessing 
and praising God, or bewailing their lost and undone Condition by 
Nature ... At a Town called Portsmouth, the Metropolis of New- 
Hampshire Government, a place remarkable before for Politeness, 
the Ministers set apart a Day of Prayer for the Success of the Word. 
Just after Service there was a sensible Commotion among them; 
vast Numbers crying out, some in great Distress of Soul, under a 
Sense of their lost Condition by Nature: Others under a View of the 
Loveliness of Christ, and the Holiness and Purity of God, as far as 
I can understand. A Day or two after they had another Sermon in 
the Evening; just after the Service two or three Hundred People 
cried out; some full of Distress, others full of holy Joy. The whole 
Auditory which was large, seem'd to be under the sensible Impres- 
sions of the Spirit of God ... I ask'd several that were in the 
Meeting-house to give me an Account of the Transactions of that 
Memorable Night, but they told me it was not to be conceived of, 
much less expressed; that they themselves were lost in Wonder and 
Surprize when present, having never heard of, nor seen any Thing 
equal to it before . . . You may easily judge then, my dear Cousin, 
that it is but a poor feeble Representation of these Things I am able 
to give you, but if it be a Mark of the true Spirit, if it excites im- 
moral and prophane Persons to Reformation of their Lives and 
Conversations, and to an entire Change of Life; to profess a Sweet- 
ness and Pleasure in the Ways of God, they could never have found 
the Paths of Sin; if it excites outward Professors to a strict Exam- 
ination of their Hearts with regard to the Power of Godliness, and 
to a discovery of their own Self-righteousness, and of the all-suffi- 
cient Righteousness of Christ, and enables them to depend on that 
alone for Pardon and Life: In fine, if it actuates young and old to 
croud around the Banner of the great Redeemer, and to an open 
Profession of Him, from a Discovery of his being the only begotten 
Son of God, as of the Glory of God the father full of Grace and 
Truth; and if it makes People careful to evidence their faith in the 
Eye of the World by a life of holy Obedience, and the Fruits of 
Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost; and if this has 
appeared in Multitudes a Year or two ago, so as to evidence it not 
to be a sudden Motion of the animal Spirits, or a Work barely on 
the Passions, there is a great & glorious Work of the Spirit of God 
among us. Accounts come to us every Day from some Town or 
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Other of some remarkable Commotion; and in some Parishes there 
has been very few but what have been hopefully converted. 
Your loving Cousin, 

B. B} 

A. D. . s^ of Kingswood Society, to J. Cennick, June 27, 
1742. 
H. . . R. . . to J. Cennick, Clavering, June 21, 1742. 
James Robe, tenth Journal at Kilsyth, August 5, 1742. 

Numb. 34. 

Rev. R. . . . A. . . .^ to his friend D. . . G. . . at Leslie, 

Boston, May 25, 1742 
Anne A . . .rg^ of Kingswood Society to J. Cennick, 

June 25, 1742. 
Causes of sinful Anger, a sermon. 

Numb. 35. 

[ ] to William Duncan, Glasgow, August 20, 

1742, about the '^ State of Religion in New England." 
M. . . .t L. . . .y, a young girl in Merchants Hospital, 

Edinburgh, to Mr. Whitefield, Nov. 20, 1741. 

Numb. 36. 

Continuation of the letter to Mr. Duncan, a defence of the 
extraordinary Work in New-England, from the As- 
persions in the pamphlet entitled^' The State of Religion 
in New England," in a letter signed by A. M. 

Numb. 37. 

Conclusion of the letter to Mr. Duncan, dated, Sept. 4, 

1742. 
Mr. Whitefield to a Minister in the North, Cambuslang, 

August 17, 1742. 
Extract of Sermon of M'Gregore,^ Londonderry, 

New England. 

^ The initials would answer to Benjamin Brandon (i 724-1 755), of Boston, 
a member of the class of 1742. 

* Mrs. Ann Dutton? She is highly spoken of by Seward. 

^ Robert Abercrombie. A certificate recommending him is in the Colman 
MSS. in the Society. He was first minister in Pelham, Mass. 

* Ann Armstrong? The letter is signed A . . . ng. 

* David McGregore (1710-1777). 
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Numb. 38. 

Continuation of M . . .t L . . .y's letter, in No. 35. 

S. M. to Mr. Whitefield, London, July 16, 1742, on the 

Indians of Connecticut. 
Extract of a letter from Georgia, Bethesda, December 12, 

1 741. 
God my only Happiness, verses. 

Numb. 39. 

William M'CuUoch's account of the second Sacrament at 

Cambuslang. 
J. Humphreys to Mr. Whitefield, Bristol, July i, 1742. 

Numb. 40. 

J. Periam^ to Mr. Whitefield, Bethesda, May i, 1742. 
John Lawson to W. M'CuUoch, Closeburn, May 23, 1742. 
The Priesthood of Christ, verses by J. W. 

Numb. 41. 

Mrs. Margaret Kennedy to Mr. Whitefield, Bethesda, May 

9, 1742. 
Jane Mackay, a child of 8 or 9 years, to Mr. Whitefield, 

Bethesda, May 6, 1742. 
Mr. M . . . .n of London to Mr. Whitefield, July, 1742. 
J. Cennick to Mr. Whitefield, London, July 14, 1742. 
[ ] Mason to " '' " August 24 
From one of the Tabernacle Society, August 24. 
J. Cennick, to Mr. Whitefield, London, August 25. 
From a friend at Chaflord to Rev. Mr. J o£ 

Stroud, July 27, 1742. 

Numb. 42. 

The Copy of a Letter from Mr, John Moorhead, Minister at Boston 
in new England, to Mr, Willison, dated July 30th, 1742 [p. i]. 

Since I wrote to you God's Work goes on with great Speed both 
in Town and Country. The last Time that I administred the Lord's 
Supper, we had above 300 Souls so overpowered with the Love of 
Jesus, that they could not contain from expressing it in an audible 
Manner, tho' with Decency and Order, such a Day of Christ I never 

* Stephens says it was reported that Periam, an instructor of the orphans, 
was **bred a lawyer and found out at a Mad-House." 
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saw before; God filled the Place with his Glory, and my Soul with 
love to him, and to the Souls of Men. I know no Congregation, 
who have been greater Sharers in the Love of Glorious Christ, some 
have at several Times been in such Raptures of Joy, that they have 
expected to expire under the feeling Sense of Divine Love, some 
have been a Week, some a Month so together and wholly taken up 
Night and Day with great Humility, and profound Adoration in 
praising God, and calling to Jesus to come and carry them hence. 
I can't express the Love that subsists among them to God and one 
another. 

I have been lately eastward from this, about sixty Leagues. I 
preached in eight or nine diiBFerent Settlements, which are new; they 
have no stated Minister as yet; I was above five Weeks among 
them. God's convincing and enlightning Power began with them 
last Winter; they ly scattered on River-sides. Nothing has been 
more remarkable, than God's Power among a People seemingly void 
of Law and Gospel. I never saw more glorious Days of Christ than 
while there at their Desire. I administered the Lord's Supper 
amongst them, we had a large Society; some came 40 Miles by 
Water; others came nigh 30 thro' a Wilderness, the Shout of a king 
was there: God's Power and Love were unspeakably great, both in 
causing Sinners to cry out for Fear of God, and Numbers to shout for 
Joy; this Day of God exceeded all that I ever saw, our own Sacra- 
ment excepted, of which before. I examined and admitted 53, who 
had never been at the Lord's Table before, four of them had been 
bred bigotted Papists^ and severals strenuous Episcopalians; some 
had never seen a Sacrament before. Tho' many of them were weak 
in Knowledge, yet in the Judgment of Charity, all of them savingly 
knew Christ. A few days before this eight or nine of that Number 
who had been under concern of Soul received the consolatory Evi- 
dences of God's Love, and above 20 came under Distress about their 
Souls, and all at one Sermon; all the Glory be to Christ my dear 
Lord. God rides in Triumph thro' this Wilderness, Hosanna, 
Hosanna. 

I preached while among them 44 Times tho' thro' much outward 
Difficulty. I passed while there, a cross Bays, and up and down Rivers 
in Boats and Canoos, 211 Miles. I can't express the wonderful 
things which God is adoing, and has already Manifested amongst 
Indians, Negros, Papists, and Protestants of all Denominations. 
We are under Apprehension of Deadness and Confusion, arising 
from contradictory Sermons, Pamphlets, Anonymous Libels, En- 
thusiastick and Visionary Notions, which are among some indiscreet 
Zealots both Ministers and Hearers. O how Satan spews out his 
Flood! God direct us what to do, particularly with pious Zealots, 
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and cold Diabolical Opposers. The Moravians also have proved a 
great Clog to the Work in the Southern Provinces, by their Lati- 
tudinarian Principles. There is a great Contest between Michael 
and the Dragon, &c . . . In another place, he says, Let the Guar- 
dian Angels carry the News to Heaven of the numerous Converts; 
the Millennium is begun, Christ dwells with Men on Earth. 

Extract from Dr. Colman one of the Ministers of Boston his Letter 
to Mr. Willison, dated at Boston May 27, 1742 [p. 3]. 

I thank God the good Work goes on among us, and thro' the 
Provinces in many Parts of them, from Carolina, Pensilvania, the 
Jersies, and thro' our new English Colonies. And yet in every Part 
we find Satan busy in countermining it. Nevertheless our Ministry 
is attended with greater Success than heretofore, but we rejoice 
with Fear and Trembling, b'c . . . That which is very surprizing 
to us these late Months past is to find an earnest Desire of the 
preached Gospel by some Towns near Rhode Island, who would 
never admit the Ministry of it among them from the Days of our 
Fathers, but now send to us for it. And we hear that the Families 
of the Quakers, as well as others, are ready to attend and hearken. 
And in like Manner the Clans or Tribes of Indians the Reliques of 
the Mokeage, Feguots, and Niantic^s in Connecticut Colony, who 
have obstinately continued in Infidelity, of their own accord, aply 
for Instruction to the Pastors about them, and receive it greedily, 
and with great Thankfulness, and Numbers of them seem savingly 
wrought upon. This is wondrous in our Eyes, and the Pastors about 
them are wonderfully spirited to serve them by the Grace of God, 
and see the Fruits of their Labours; The Indian Fund here, and 
private Helps will not be wanting to give Assistance. 

Jane Lumsden to Mr. Whitefield. 

Numb. 43. 

From a gentleman in Edinburgh to James Robe, covering 
the Preface^ to the Cambuslang Narrative, lately 
translated into Dutch, and printed in Holland, Oct. 2, 
1742. 

Numb. 44. 

Thomas Adams to J. Cennick, Hampton, July lo, 1742. 
Howell Harris to Mr. Whitefield, London, Oct. 12, 1742, 
and Oct. 15. 

^ By Hugh Kennedy, minister of the Scots church in Rotterdam. 
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Mrs. M. . . .n, Schoolmistress in the Tabernacle School 

in London to Mr. Whitefield, Oct. 13, 1742. 
Mr. M . , .n to Mr. Whitefield, Oct. 12, 1742. 

Numb. 45. 

Rev. Daniel Rowland in Wales to W. G. at Lambeth, 
Sept. 6, 1742. 

From the Rev, Dr, Colman to Mr, Whitefield [p. 3.] 

Boston. June the 3d, 1742. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

Our good Brother, Mr. Prince tells me that in a Pacquet, he has 
read from you this Day, You complain of my Neglect in not writing 
to you. The whole Reason of which was (if you will allow it to pass 
for any Reason at all) that I imagined you was on your Voyage to 
Georgia near the Times, when I received your kind Letters, the last 
of which was on board the Vessel on your Way to Scotland. The 
Rev. Mr. Willison of Dundee^ has lately refreshed me with a most 
brotherly Letter, respecting your first Visit in N. Britain^ and con- 
gratulating me on the good Spirit, he thinks I have testified in my 
Sermon on the Doves, towards you, and I find he bears the same 
humble fervent Mind you-ward, which he would find and love in 
me. He tells me that since your Visit to their Kingdom, Religion 
begins to look with another Face in some of their principal Cities; 
but he wants to see the Colleges and Students impressed as many of 
ours were. I Hint to let you know, that ours impressed at Cambridge 
and Boston, have gone on in their Studies, and come forth into Serv- 
ice since, in a happy Manner of Spirit: One of whom is now first 
with Mr. Wehh. But at New-haven Things have not proceeded with 
the like Prudence, Calmness and Modesty; and there has been too 
much Division and Animosity among the Ministers and Churches 
in Connecticut. The fervent, pious Mr. Devenport, and Mr. Cross- 
well,^ have been too much under the Impressions of a heated Imagi- 
nation, and no doubt often preached under actual Fevers, judging 
and censuring the spiritual State of Ministers and People; who could 
not go into the Way and Length, of singing thro' the Streets to and 
from the House of God, and favouring Exhorters of no Gifts, or 
prudence for publick Speaking. Some very young Students also, 
I hear have taken upon them, to go about exhorting, and one of 
them has lately visited from Northampton down to us, and gone 
from hence to Portsmouth in Newhamp-shiie. He preached for Mr. 

^ Andrew Croswell {c 1 709-1 785), of the church in Ledyard, Conn. 
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Prince several Times; but Dr. Sewal and Mr. Cooper told me, he 
needed more to be at his Studies. I look upon him to be greatly 
Spirited to serve Souls but wanting Furniture. We have advised 
our own Students not to rush forth so unprepared, but to be waiting 
upon God for Gifts, Grace, and holy Zeal. Mr. Willison bewails 
much the envious and uncharitable Divisions and Separation in 
Scotland for smaller Matters, as if they could not allow Good to be 
done by those who are not of their own Persuasion, and Party in all 
Respects; and it is with a surprizing Pain, on account of the Messrs 
Erskines and associate Preshytry,^ their Weakness, when I read, that 
even they should be ready almost to disown you; because you would 
not confine yourself to them; but ministred equally (and I hear with 
Equal Acceptance and Success) with the established Pastors, and 
in their Assemblies: I heartily joy (my dear Brother) that you 
acted with this catholic Spirit among them, and will not be ingrossed 
by any Party. 

You have seen Mr. Parson^ s Letter from Lyme in our Connecticut 
to me; for I see it printed from London: God is yet wonderfully 
owning his Ministry among his People, and has graciously prevented 
him from running into Impulses, after the Example of Mr. Devon- 
port of Long Island, whom he greatly emulated once, and left among 
his People, to the damaging the great and good Work, that had been 
singular among them: But it is revived and grown; and in the neigh- 
bouring Towns of Stonytoun, to Gaoton [Groton], and about New- 
London, and at Farmington, among the Mokeag, Pequot, Niantick, 
and other Tribes of the obstinate infidel Indians, a general Concern 
hath come upon them for their Souls Instruction and Salvation, and 
the Ministers in the Neighbourhood are wonderfully assisted to 
serve them, and see the good Fruits of their Laboiu-s. Also, the 
People of Freetown, Tiverton, and the Borders of Dartsmouth (Fam- 
ilies who by no Means receive the Ministry and Ordinances of the 
Gospel from the first Settlements of those Towns) are now desirous 
of having Ministers come among them, and Freetown has lately sent 
to us for one who is gone among them, and we are told, that there is 
scarce a Family of the Quakers in those Parts, but their Children 
will come to hear the Word. 

Mr. Habersham'^ refreshed us all with his Letters some Time since, 

1 Ebenezer (1680-1754) and his brother Ralph Erskine (1685-1752). The 
"associate Presbytery" was formed in 1733 by the secession from the assem- 
bly of Ebenezer Erskine, William Wilson of Perth, Alexander Moncrieff of Ab- 
ernethy, and James Fisher of Kinclaven. In August, 1741, Whitefield had a 
conference with them, but would not agree to the condition of preaching only 
for them. 

2 James Habersham (17 12-17 75), who came to George with Whitefield and 
opened a school for orphans and destitute children at Bethesda. 
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and I wish we could have sent him more for the Use of his dear 
Family; but the Necessaries of Life have bore such an excessive 
Price, that our Poor have called for more than we could find for 
them. Mr. Cooper^ s eldest Son has been at Bethesda, and wrote his 
Father a most pleasant Account of your Orphan house. 

Wherever you are our Prayers will follow you, and yours reach 
us daily (I trust) in the most blessed Effects and Fruits; for I am 
satisfied New England is much upon your Heart, it will add much 
to your Joy and Crown in the Day of Christ. To Day, I have a 
Letter from dear and Rev. Dr. Watts, dated April i6th. He tells 
me. You go on labouring beyond the Power of Mortality. His own 
inability to preach at present, more than two half Hours in a Month, 
I suppose gives him the Phrase. He thinks God has greatly hon- 
oured you, and commands him to do it for that Reason, and heartily 
to pray for your Success. He wishes not your going over to the 
Dissenters, because he thinks you are like to do much more good in 
your visible Relation to the Church of England, and so do I too. 
You must think that some of the dissenting Ministers appear but 
your cooler Friends for this Reason, altho' some of them are truly 
to be so accounted I doubt. not, from a want of that Esteem or 
Opinion of your Way or Principles, which others of us have: But 
your Work Success, and Reward, and Judgment is with your God. 
I have only to add. That the Work of God goes on yet calmly at 
Boston. The overboiling Zeal of some from far, visiting Charlestown, 
has not served the Interest of Religion there. They threaten to visit 
us a Month hence, and if they do, I fear the Alienation of some 
from me whom I heartily love, for their true and earnest Love to 
God; but I must submit to it, if God calls me to this Grief. Help 
me by your Prayers, that I may please God, and not wilfully offend 
any of his People. Mercy, Grace and Peace, be multiplied unto you. 
/ am Rev. and dear Brother your most affectionate fellow Servant 

To the Kingdom of God, 

Benjamin Colman. 

Part of a Sermon of Dr. Guise.^ 

Numb. 46. 

John Cennick to the Society at the Tabernacle, London, 

Kingswood, Sept. 9, 1742. 
Thomas Adams to John Cennick, Hampton, July 30, 1742. 
From a gentleman in Glasgow to his friend in Edinburgh. 

^ John Guyse (1680-1761), or his son and assistant, William Guyse. 
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Numb. 47. 

Mr. Whitefield to William M'Culloch, Edinburgh, Sept. 
IS, 1742. 

P. H. Molter, a minister of the Moravian Church, to their 
Societies in London, 1740. 

From Augustus Spangenberg, October 28, 1742, occasioned 
by his reading Mr. Alexander Webster's pamphlet. 

A Living and a Dead Faith, collected from several Scrip- 
tures, verses. 

Numb. 48. 

Letter to William Duncan, Printer in Glasgow. 
From a dissenting Minister in Wales to William M'CuUoch, 
Oct. 26, 1742. 

Numb. 49. 

Rev. Daniel Rowland, Wales, to Howell Harris, in London, 

Oct. 20, 1742. 
Herbert Jenkins in Wales, to Mr. P. in London. 
Letter to James Robe at Kilsyth, Nov. 2, 1742. 

Numb. 50. 

Extract from the Life of Mr. Robert Blair, of Ireland, and 
Scotland, "never heretofore printed." 

Numb. 51 

Continuation of Mr. Blair's life. 

Rev. James Boes, of Campbeltoun, to a person of Honor 
in Edinburgh, Dec. 6 and 13, 1742. 

Numb. 52. 

Mr. Blair on his ministry. 

William M'CuUoch to William Duncan, Dec.^ 1742, with a 
request to stop printing the ^' Glasgow- Weekly-History," 
because of "difficulty to get proper materials to carry 
it on." 

Boit's Log of the Columbia, 1790-1792. 

Among the log-books left to the society by the late Robert 
Apthorpe Boit is one kept by his grandfather, John Boit, of 
peculiar interest. It describes in full the voyage to the north 
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west coast of the ship Columbia of Boston, in the course of 
which the Columbia River was entered and named. The 
records of this voyage and incident have been few in number 
and imperfect in detail. They are summarized in Bancroft's 
History of the northwest Coast in his usual manner, and that 
work may be consulted for voyages made by the ships of other 
nations and the maps of the coast and islands resulting from 
surveys or hurried explorations. The names given to localities 
have been derived from Spanish and British explorations and 
of those given by Captain Gray few remain. This Boit journal 
must stand as the fullest account of the voyage and covers 
without break the entire course of the ship from the day on 
which it left Boston until the day of return. The original is 
closely followed and as a necessary guide to locality the obser- 
vations are given in full. 

Remarks on the Ship Columbians voyage 
from Boston, (on a Voyage round the Globe). 
By John Boit. 
(I^"N. B. The dates etc. is by Nautical Account (Not Civill). 

The Ship Columbia was fitted out for a four years cruize, on a 
trading voyage to the N.W. Coast of America, China etc — about 
250 tons burthen, mounted 12 Carriage Guns, and navigated with 
50 men (including Officers) — own'd chiefly by Saml Brown, Joseph 
Barrell and Crowell Hatch Esq'rs, and Commanded by Robert 
Gray. Cargo consisted of Blue Cloth, Copper and Iron. 

1790, September 28. Latt. of Boston 42° 25' N.; Long. 70° 31' W. 
from London. Left Boston Sept. 28th, 1790, with the wind from 
the western board, and the next day pass'd Cape Cod. On the 30th 
the wind having changed to the East'd and blowing heavy, obliged 
us to bear away, and we anchored the same evening, in Herring 
Cove, on the west side Cape Cod, in 15 fm. muddy bottom, but not 
liking our situation, we got under way the following morning, and 
anchored the same evening in Nantasket Roads, in 7 fm. Blowing 
weather, from the Eastern board. 

October 2. Wind at SW. Weigh'd and came to sail, stood to sea. 
On the 3d pass'd Cape Cod, at 3 leagues distance. Generally blow- 
ing hard, with squalls of rain. 

8. N. Latt. 40° 30'; W. Long. 55° 43'; Azi. 14° 35' W. O C . Ship 
sails dull, but is a fine seaboat . Crew appears to be a set of fine fellows. 
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10. N. Latt. 39° 58'; W. Long. 52° 38'; Amp'd 14° 38' W.^ 
Weather more pleasant, winds generally from SW. 

16. N. Latt. 35° 3/; W. Long. 37° 31'; Azi. 14'' 35' W.^ Weather 
generally pleasant, winds from the NE. 

18. N. Latt. 34° 33'; W.Long. 31^40'; Amp'd 14° 22' W. Fair 
weather, wind from NW. 

22. N. Latt. 28° 46'; W. Long. 24° 37'; Azi. 14° 54' W. Pleasant 
weather. Crew all well. 

23. N. Latt. 26° 41'; W. Long. 24° 16'; Azi. 14° 54' W. Serene, 
pleasant weather. Winds from the North'd. 

24. N. Latt. 24° 52'; W. Long. 24° 10'; Amp'd 14° 22' W. Se- 
rene, pleasant weather. Winds from SE. 

25. N. Latt. 24° 12'; W. Long. 24° 7'; Azi. 14° 26' W. Serene, 
pleasant weather. Winds from SE. 

27. N. Latt. 22° o'; W. Long. 23° o'; Azi. 14° 19' W. O (T. 
Pleasant weather, winds from the NW. Plenty of Dolphin and 
Skip-jacks playing round us. 

30. N. Latt. 20°; W. Long. 23°; This day took the NE. trade 
winds, after experiencing one day's calm, (between the variable and 
trades), 

November i. N. Latt. 17° 16'; W. Long. 22° 30'; In the course of 
this day, saw the Island of Sal, (one of the Cape de Verd Isles), 29 J^ 
days from Boston light house, — (a long passage). Passed it to the 
Eastward and bore away to the Southed, high land. Crew are all 
in health, although the regulation of the ship as respects cleanliness 
among them, is not strict. 

Towards Cape Horn. 

4. N. Latt. 12° 15'; W. Long. 23° 6'; Azi. 13° 28' W. This day 
lost the NE. trade winds, and immediately took the wind from the 
Southward. 

7. N. Latt. 9° 16'; W. Long. 22° 35'; Amp'd 11° 52' W. Light 
variable winds, pleasant warm weather, attended at times with 
sharp lightning. 

1 The Century Dictionary defines the amplitude compass as an azimuth com- 
pass whose zeros of graduation are at the east and west points, to facilitate the 
reading of the amplitudes of the celestial bodies. "AmpUtude . . . differs from 
the azimuth merely in being counted from the east and west points, instead of 
from north and south." U. K. S. Nat. Fhil., in. xiii. 

2 "In the azimuth compass the circumference of the card is divided into de- 
grees and parts by a vernier, and is fitted up with sight-vanes to take amplitudes 
and azimuths, for the purpose of determining the variation of the compass by 
observation. The variation is applied to the magnetic course shown by the steer- 
ing compass, and thus the true course with respect to the meridian becomes 
known." Encyclopaedia Britannica (9th ed.), vi. 225. 
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9. N. Latt. 7° 21'; W. Long. 22° 13'. Squally weather, with 
rain, with sharp lightning and heavy thunder, many water spouts in 
different directions. Experience very heavy squalls. Winds all 
round the compass since losing the trades. Many vessells in sight. 

14. N. Latt. 5° 4'; W. Long. 22° 13'. Winds continue very 
variable and squally. This day spoke two ships: one a Portuguese 
from Lisbon bound to Rio Janeiro; the other an English whaleman 
from England, for the Brazil coast. The Captain (by name Buller) 
was an American. 

18. N. Latt. 3° 48'; W. Long. 23° 30'. This day Capt. Buller 
left us, his ship sailing much faster than ours. Winds and weather 
still remains very unsettled, with hard squalls, carried away our 
Jib boom, and got a new one out. A constant swell from the SE. 
Winds harp most at SSW. 

19. N. Latt. 2° 41'; W. Long. 25° 42'; Azi. 11° 32'. Weather 
pleasant. This day took the wind at SSE, which no doubt is the 
commencement of the SE. generall winds. The weather at this time 
is quite settled. Heretofore since leaving the NE. trades, it has 
been very gloomy and dark. Have noticed, since passing the Latti- 
tude of 12° that the winds generally have been from South to SSW. 
— at times squalls from West. 

21. N. Latt. 2° 38'; W. Long. 24° 48'; Azi. 10° 30' W. A con- 
stant Current, setting to the Northward, in these Latitudes; (two 
sail in sight.) 

22. N. Latt. 2° 6'; W. Long. 25° 2'; Azi. 10° 13' W. Winds holds 
from SBE. to SSE. and fair pleasant weather, with a swell from 
the SE. 

23. N. Latt. 1° 41'; W. Long. 25'' 26'; Azi. 10° 7' W. Winds and 
weather as before. Crew all well. 

24. N. Latt. 1° 15'; W. Long. 26° i'; Azi. 9° 28' W. Winds at 
SSE. and quite moderate, weather pleasant. 

25. W. Long. 26° 57' O ^ . In the course of this day crossed the 
Equator. Wind at SEBS. and pleasant, serene, temperate weather. 
Have fish of different kinds round most of the time. Ship's crew are 
all in health. 

543^ days from Boston, 25 days from Isle of Sal, (long passages). 
Keep all hands through the day in good weather, employed in the 
various departments of the ship — it is best to keep them moving. 
They are allowed tea or coffee, each morning and in general the 
ship's fare is good, but proper attention to airing their beds and 
cloathing and fumigating their berths is not paid. 

27. S. Latt. 2° 5'; W. Long. 28° 26'; Azi. 5° 50' W. Pleasant, 
agreeable weather. Wind from SE to ESE. Plenty of fish about 
us. Breezes moderate. 
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28. S. Latt. 3° 34'; W. Long. 29° 5'. Spoke a French India ship, 
from L 'Orient bound to Pondicherry, reckond himself in Longitude 
26° 50' W. of Paris. Caught a large Albacore.^ Wind ESE. Pleas- 
ant weather. 

29. S. Latt. 5° 12'; W. Long. 29° 22'; Amp'd 4° 59' W. Winds 
from ESE., squally weather. 

30. S. Latt. f 24'; W. Long. 30° 16'; Azi. 4° 51' W. Fresh gales. 
Caught an Albacore that weighed 130 lb. Spoke a Portuguese ship 
from Lisbon bound to Rio Janeiro. 

31. S. Latt. 9° 33'; W. Long. 31^9'; Morning, Azi. 4° 8', Evening, 
Azi. 3° 42'. A ship in sight. Pleasant weather with fresh trade 
winds, from ESE. to SE. 

December 2,- S.Latt.i3°3o'; W.Long.32°26'; Azi. i°4o'W.;0<r. 
This day lost the SE. general winds, and immediately took it at NE. 
This Northly wind is no doubt the Monsoon prevailing at this season 
along the Brazill coast. Pleasant weather. 

4. S. Latt. 14° 39'; W. Long. 32° 40'; Amp'd 0° 53' W. Light 
breezes from NE. and very hot weather. 

6. S. Latt. 17° 23'; W. Long. 2>f 14'; azi. 1° 28' W. Moderate 
breezes and pleasant. Winds from NE. to ENE. 

7. S. Latt. 18° 25'; W. Long. 2,f ?>2>'\ Amp'd 0° 17' E. Do. winds 
and weather, and swell from NE. 

9. S. Latt. 21° 52'; W. Long. 35° 43'; Azi. 1° 36' E. Moderate 
monsoon, and fair weather. 

10. S. Latt. 23° 55'; W. Long. 37° 4'; Azi. 2° 34' E. Lively breeze 
and pleasant temperate weather. 

II. ' S. Latt. 25° o'; W.Long. 38° 44'© ^/ This day a heavy 
squall struck the ship, carried away the top galFt masts and yards, 
topsail yards, and fore, and mizen, topmasts; lost the top galPt sails 
and damaged the topsails. 

13. S. Latt. 27° 11'; W. Long. 39° 18'; Azi. 5° 15' E. In the 
course of this day got ship to rights again. Winds sometimes hauls 
to the southward of East. Crew all in health. 

14. S. Latt. 27° 50'; W. Long. 40° 5'; Amp'd 8° 5' E. Wind at 
SE., moderate breeze, a large swell from SW. 

16. S. Latt. 30° 26'; W. Long. 42° 59'; Azi. and Amp'd 8° 2^' E. 
Wind at NE. and weather pleasant. 

18. S. Latt. 32° 52'; W. Long. 45° 39'; Azi. 9° o' E. O C. This 
day the NE. winds left us, and come at NW., fresh breeze and 
cloudy hazy weather. 

21. S. Latt. 2>2>'' 56'; W. Long. 48° 34'; Azi. 11° 32' E. Saw an 
Albatross, many other kinds flying about the ship. Large sea 
from SE. 

^ A large species of Tunny (Thynnus). 
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22. S. Latt. 34^ 33'; W. Long. 48° 15'; Azi. 11° 38' E. * C . This 
day a heavy gale of wind from the SE. Lay too. Saw a turtle. A 
high sea. 

25. S. Latt. 36° 57'; W. Long. 46° 23'; Azi. 11° 36' E. Cool 
weather. Since the NE. winds left they have generally prevailed 
from the Southward, and blow'd fresh. 

26. S. Latt. 37° 37'; W. Long. 47° 20'. Sounded, no bottom, 
150 fm. line out the water discoloured. 

27. S. Latt. 39° 7' ; W. Long. 49° 58'. Discolor'd water. Sounded 
no bottom at 150 fm. 

29. S. Latt. 41° 6'; W. Long. 53° 28'; Azi. if 25' E. Discolored 
water, no bottom at 120 fm. lowr'd a whale boat, and struck a black 
fish but lost him. The iron. drew. 

30. S. Latt. 41° 53'; W. Long. 54° 4'; Azi. 17° 54' E. Cold 
weather. Winds from SW. 

31. S. Latt. 42° 46'; W. Long. 53° 45'; Azi. 17° 54' E. Fresh 
gales. Caught 16 Albatross's, with a hook and line from the stern, 
hook'd them in the bill. Ships crew are all in health. 

So ends the year 1790. 

Made the Brazil Coast or Patigonia. 

1 791. January 6. S. Latt. 48° o'; W. Long. 54° o'; Amp'd 21° 
2' E. Generally fresh gales, and winds mostly from the Southward. 
Have caught many albatrosses within these few days past, and seen 
plenty of Finback and right whales. Experience a current setting 
to the Southward. 

7. S. Latt. 47° 43'; W. Long. 54° 40'; Amp'd 20° 10' E. Fresh 
gales and pleasant cool weather. 

10. S. Latt. 46° 28'; W. Long. 58° 22'. Winds from the south- 
ward. Sounded, no ground, with 1 20 f m. line. Saw seals and whales. 
Water much discoloured. 

13. S. Latt. 45° 2'; W. Long. 61° 14' O C A whale come so 
near as to strike the ship with his flukes and gave considerable of a 
blow. Got bottom, with 53 fm. line, fine black sand, with a few 
white specks. 

14. S. Latt. 46° o'; W. Long. 62° o'. Wind from NW. Sound- 
ings 50 fm., fine black sand. 

15. S. Latt. 45° 31'; W. Long. 63° 54'; Azi. 22° o' E. Winds from 
the Southward. Soundings 45 fm., soft mud with sand. 

17. S. Latt. 46° 48'; W. Long. 66° 58'. Fresh gales, under 
double reef'd topsails, with a high sea. At noon 35 fm. mud, wind 
NE. Saw the land to the Westward of Cape Blanco on the Coast 
of Patigonia, bearing from SSE. to SW. Very squally, haul'd our 
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wind to the Eastward, find the ship embayed with the wind, on 
shore. Stood on within 2 miles of the beach, and cou'd not weather 
the land on our larboard tack; we were under the necessity of wear- 
ing ship to the Westward, at this time had 12 fm. grey sand. Our 
situation was very critical, as we cannot weather the land on either 
tack. Bent cables, and overhaul'd a range of each of them, pass'd 
several times over very shoal water but did not sound, for fear of 
intimidating the crew. Ship'd many seas, one of which stove the 
Binnacle and broke the Compasses. Wore ship several times as 
the wind favoured. This land appeared levell, without much wood 
and very high grass growing. Saw several smokes, but none of the 
Natives. The shore was lined with white sand banks. Fortunately 
at midnight the wind moderated, and hauPd more of shore. HauPd 
off into 20 fm. and stood along shore; given the Cape a good berth. 

18. S. Latt. 47° 9'; W. Long. 66° 38'; Azi. 21° 36' E. Saw break- 
ers a head, hauPd to the East'd. Cape Blanco bore S 65° W., 4 
leagues. Sounded and had but 5 fm. water; deepened gradually, in 
25 fm. pebble or gravell stones. This shoal was not laid down in 
the Drafts. I judge it to be very small. 

At the Falkland Islands. 

19. S. Latt. 48° 37'; W. Long. 66° 8'. Winds from the SW. 
56 fm. water, weather pleasant but cold. Many Albatross and large 
scholes of Whales. 

22. S. Latt. 51° 53'; W. Long. 64° 5' O (T. Wind at NW. and 
squally. Made the Islands of Sebald-De Wert,^ (or Jasons Islands) 
which lie off the NW. part of the Group call'd Falkland. Vast 
many birds and seals round. Made sail to the Southed for States 
Bay, in New Island (one of the Falkland). At 6 A. M. saw Cape 
Fercivall, SBE. 10 leagues. Fresh gales. At Meridian anchord, in 
New Island harbour. Mud and sand in 5 fm. Remained in this 
Harbour 11 days, during which time we give the ship a complete 
overhaul. We had the winds generally from the westward, and 
sometimes blew so strong that we drag'd with 5 anchors a head. 
A tent was erected on shore, for the Tradesmen. Found the water- 
ing place very handy, and the water excellent. The ship's crew on 
our arrival was all in health. Still no doubt, by being frequently 
indulged on shore, was of great service to them. The weather gen- 
erally was very cool. During our stay at these Island[s] we shot 
upwards of 1000 Ducks and Geese, and 6 Hogs, (which was evidently 

^ Sebald de Weert who circumnavigated the globe in 1598-99 in the ship het 
Geloof, the sole surviving vessel of the fleet of five commanded by Jacques Mahu 
and Simon de Cordes. 
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of the Spanish breed) . The fowl was quite tame when we first arrived, 
but they soon was taught the doctrine of self-preservation. The 
Swine was very wild. 

The face of the Country does not present a very delightful pros- 
pect, extensive heaths, mountains, and ponds of water are to be 
seen all over the Island. There is not a tree upon it, but the grass 
is 3 feet high in most places. The turf generally of the height of 
6 foot, between which the Hogs and Penguins have their habitations. 
The soil appeared to me to be proper for the reception of such seeds 
as contribute towards the substenance of inhabitants. The wild 
Cellery, which is an excellent antiscorbutic grows here in abundance. 

I think these Islands are most proper to touch at, when bound 
round Cape Horn in preference to those in Straits La Maire^ as 
the water is handy, and you may keep your People on Geese and 
Ducks while you remain. 

In the Pacific Ocean after Passing Staten Land and 
Cape Horn. 

February 3. S. Latt. 51° 47'; W. Long. 66° 10'; Amp'd 25° 7' E. 
Wind from the Southward, and pleasant weather. Left the Falk- 
land Isles last evening. This day spoke the Ship Bedford, Laben 
CoflSn, Master, from Dunkirk (in France) bound to the Pacific 
Ocean, on a whaling voyage. Took a departure from Cape Percivall 
at 6 P. M., it being the westward extreme of the Falkland, lying in 
Latt. 51° 50' South, and Longitude 66° West of London. Light 
airs, and a swell from the Southward. Vast many marine birds 
flying round. 

5. S. Latt. 53° 54'; W. Long. 69° 36'; Amp'd 25° i' E. Moderate 
breezes and pleasant. Saw Staten Land ^ bearing South 14 leagues 
distant, a Current setting to the Eastward. 

6. S. Latt. 54° 52'; W. Long. 68° 13'. Pleasant weather. St. 
Bartholomews on Staten Land, bore SWBW. 

7. S. Latt. 55° 24'; W. Long. 68° i'; Amp'd 25° 16' E. Winds 
light and from the Westward, a Constant Current setting to the 
Eastward. Staten Land in sight, bearing WNW. 20 leagues distant, 
very high and unequal land, with snow on the moimtains. 

12. S. Latt. 58° o'; W. Long. 76° 15'; Azi. 24° 36' E. Weather 
still holds pleasant, but very cold. Winds generally from the 
Eastward. 

17. S. Latt. 60° i'; W. Long. 82° 8'; Azi. 24° 30' E. Winds since 
the 12th has been much from the Westward and blowd excessive 

1 Named after Jacob le Maire, who circumnavigated the world in 1615-1617. 
* I. de los Estados. 
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fiery, with high seas. This day's Latitude is the highest South 
during the passage. 

23. S. Latt. 57° 36'; W. Long. 84'' 42'. A Seal playing round 
the ship. (Light winds.) 

27. S. Latt. 54"" 44'; W. Long. 86° 24'; Azi. 23° 52' E. Cape 
Horn is doubled. Winds light from the west'd with frequent calms. 

March 13. S. Latt. 43° 9'; W. Long. 88° 55'; Amp'd 15° 54' E. 
Since 27th Feb^ winds have prevailed generally from the West- 
ward, with moderate breezes and pleasant weather. 

19. S. Latt. 40° 32'; W. Long, d,^"" 20'; Azi. 14'' 2S' E. Light 
winds and pleasant. 

21. S. Latt. 37° 43'; W. Long. 88° 7'; Azi. 14° 44' E. Very 
pleasant weather. Some of the Crew have the Scurvy in the Gums. 

24. S. Latt. 36° 56'; W. Long. 89° 7'; Azi. 13° 20' E. Light winds 
from NW. and frequent Calms. 

26. S. Latt. 34° 35'; W. Long. ^^"^ 41'; Azi. 12° 51' E.; Amp'd 
12° 35' E.; 2d Azi. 12° 47' E. Very pleasant, and temperate light 
airs. 

31. S. Latt. 30° o'; W. Long. 89° 28'. Winds still from the 
westward with pleasant weather. Ship's Crew are in health. 

Passage from Cape Horn to the NW. Coast. 

April 2. S. Latt. 27° 17'; W. Long. 89° 38'; Azi. 11° 50' E. O C . 
This day took the SE. trades, and experienced a swell from the 
Northward. Weather very pleasant. 

4. S. Latt. 24° 59'; W. Long. 93° o'; Azi. 11° 34' E. Swell from 
the Southward. 

6. S. Latt. 22° 38'; W. Long. 96° 12'; Azi. 10° 14' E. Steady 
trades and fair. Blackfish and Porpoises. 

8. S. Latt. 20° 56'; W. Long. 98° 19'; Azi. 10° 26' E. Very pleas- 
ant, with smooth sea, winds to the North of East. 

9. S. Latt. 20° 32'; W. Long. 98° 55'; Azi. 9° 59' E. Small winds. 

10. S. Latt. 19° 41'; W. Long. 99° 56'; Azi. 9° 50' E. Small 
winds. 

11. S. Latt. 18° 50'; W. Long. 100° 29'; Amp'd 9° 12' E. Small 
winds. Wind at ESE. Ship's Crew is many of them complaining. 

12. S. Latt. 17° 57'; W. Long. 101° 24'; Azi. 9° 16' E. A little 
Scurvy among the Crew. 

15. S. Latt. 14° 9'; W. Long. 105° 28'; Azi. 9° o' E. Lively trade 
winds and pleasant serene breeze, with smooth water. 

16. S. Latt. 12° 36'; W. Long. 106° 54'; Azi. 7° 50' E. Do. Do. 

22. S. Latt. 5° 37'; W. Long. 113° 39'; Azi. 6° 44' E.; Amp'd 6° 
32' E. Saw a Turtle. 
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23. S. Latt. 4° 37'; W. Long. 114° 39' O C Between the hours 
of 3 and 4 P. M. Departed this life our dear friend Nancy the Goat 
having been the Captain's companion on a former voyage round the 
Globe, but her spirited disposition for adventure led her to under- 
take a second voyage of Circumnavigation ; But the various changes 
of Climate, and sudden transition from the Polar Colds, to the 
tropical heats of the Torrid zone, proved too much for a constitution 
naturally delicate. At 5 P. M. Committed her body to the deep. 
She was lamented by those who got a share of her Milk!! Men of 
War Birds and Porpoises round. 

26. S. Latt. 1° 59'; W. Long. 117° 23'; Azi. 6° o' E.; Amp'd 5^ 
34' E. Pleasant weather. Saw a Turtle. Many Barracota and 
Dolphin round the ship. 

28. S. Latt. 0° 50'; W. Long. 118° 35'; Azi. and Amp'd 5° 30' E. 
Caught a shark; porpoises about the ship. Excessive warm. 

29. S. Latt. 0° 5'; W. Long. 119° 13'; Azi. and Amp'd 5"^ 18' E. 
O C . Gentle trades at ESE and pleasant. Four seamen laid by, 
with the Scurvey, their mouths and legs are very bad. 

30. Both by Meridian and Double Altitudes N. Latt. 0° 50'; 
W. Long. 119° 59'; Azi. 5° 15' E. Porpoises and Bonnetto round 
together with Tropic Birds and Boobies. 

May 2. N. Latt. 3° 26'; W. Long. 121° 45'; Azi. 6° 28' E. Sharks 
round, and Boobies. This day took the NE trade wind. 

3. N. Latt. 4° 38'; W. Long. 122° 42'; Azi. 6° 52' E. Squally 
weather porpoises round and many birds, on the wing. 

8. N. Latt. 12° 34'; W. Long. 128° 5'; Fresh trade winds. Saw 
a turtle. 

13. N. Latt. 20° 7'; W. Long. 132° 44'; Azi. 9° i' E. Fresh trade 
winds. Porpoises round. Weather pleasant. 

15. N. Latt. 23° 9'; W. Long. 132° 33'; Azi. 9° 47' E. Steady 
trade winds and very pleasant. Scurvy making progress. 

At ANCHOR IN Cox's HARBOUR OR ClIOQUOT ON THE NW. 

Coast. 

17. N. Latt. 25° 35'; W. Long. 133'' 43'; Azi. 9° 45' E. Fresh 
trade winds and generally pleasant weather. 

19. N. Latt. 27° 38'; W. Long. 134° 15'; Azi. 10° 41'. Do. Do. 
7 Men off duty with the scurvy, their Gums is quite putrid, and legs 
as big round as their bodies and quite numb, (the worst of Com- 
plaints!!). 

24. N. Latt. 34° 9'; W. Long. 135° 33'; Amp'd 12^ 20' E. This 
day lost the NE trades, and immediately took the wind from the 
westward. 
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31. N. Latt. 46° 47'; W. Long. 125'' 50'; Azi. 17'' 20' E. Have 
had generally fresh breezes and cool weather since 24th with the 
winds generally from SW. Many birds round, among the rest some 
that look'd like Plovers. 6 People extreme bad, with the scurvy. 

June 4. N. Latt. 49° 10'; W. Long. 120° 21'. This d^y made the 
land, on the NW. Coast of the American Continent between Nootka, 
(or King George's Sound) and Clioquot ^ (or Coxes harbour). For 
these severall days past we had seen whales, drift wood, feathers, 
kelp etc. All signs of its vicinity. Breakers pt. bore NEBE 8 
leagues, high land back, and snow perceivable on some of the moun- 
tains. Wind from Southward. 

5. N. Latt. 49° 5'; Correct W. Long. 125° 26' O CC. This day 
anchor in Coxes harbour, and found it very commodious. This 
Harbour is made remarkable by three remarkable round Hills, 
abreast its entrance. Hannah^ Chief of the village Ahhousett came 
on board and appeared friendly. Above 300 of the Natives was 
alongside in the course of the day. Their canoes was made from the 
body of a tree, with stem, and stem, pieces, neatly fixed on. Their 
models was not unlike our Nantucket whale boats. The dress of 
these Indians was either the Skin of some Animal, or else a Blankett 
of their own manufactory, made of some kind of Hair. This gar- 
ment was slung over the right shoulder. They all appeared very 
friendly, brought us plenty of fish and greens. We tarry'd in this 
harbour till the i6th June, landed the sick, immediately on our 
arrival and pitch'd a tent for their reception, and although there 
was ten of them in the last stage of Scurvy, still they soon recover'd, 
upon smelling the turf, and eating greens of various kinds. We buried 
severall of our sick, up to the Hips, in the earth, and let them re- 
main for hours in that situation. Found this method of great service. 
The principall village in this harbour is called Opitsatah, and is 
governed by Wickananish, a warlike Chief. He and his family 
visited us often. The Indians brought severall Deer, and plenty of 
Rock Cod, Salmon, and other fish. Wild parsley, and a root calFd 
Isau or Isop, by the natives and much resembling a small onion, 
was brought us in abundance. We purchased many of the Sea Otter 
skins in exchange for Copper, and blue Cloth. These Indians are of 
a large size, and somewhat corpulent. The Men wear no other 
covering, but the garment before mentioned, and seem to have no 
sense of shame, as they appear in a state of Nature. The Women 
stand in great fear of the Males, but appear to be naturally very 
modest. Their garment is manufactured from the bark of a tree 
and is well executed, being so constructed as to cover them complete 

* Cayuela or Clayoquot. 
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from the Neck to the Ancle. Both Male and Female wear Hats of a 
conicle form made out of strong reeds. On them is painted, (in a 
rude manner) their mode of Whale fishery. Attoo yth.t Captain's 
servant (and a native of the Sandwich Isle) ran away, among the 
Indians. A chief coming on board, placed a guard over him, and 
sent his Canoe back to the village with the news. They soon re- 
turned with Mr, AttOy and ransomed their Chief. 

17. This day weighed the anchors and left Coxe's harbour. Fine 
weather, wind at SW. All hands once again on duty. Make the 
people use Spruce Tea, boiPd from the Boughs we took on board, 
for that purpose and although not very palatable, I believe is an 
excellent Antiscorbutic. Bound along shore to the North and West. 
Saw woody point bearing ESE 3 or 4 leagues. 

At ANCHOR IN Columbia's Cove and Juan de Fuca Straits. 

20. N. Latt. 50° 6'; W. Long. 128° 12'. Moderate breezes. At 
8 P. M. abreast Woody point, lay'd off and on, through the night. 
At daylight made sail, for Chickleset sound, out Pinnace, and sent 
her ahead of the Ship to sound. At 8 A. M. abreast the entrance 
of the sound. Hove to. At 10 the pinnace made the signall for an 
harbour. Bore away, wind at NW. At Meridian anchored in a 
small Cove, (which we named Columbias). In this situation we was 
completely land lock'd. Vast many natives alongside. They ap- 
peared much the same as those at Coxs harbour and talkd their 
language. We laid in this harbour till the 26th, during which time 
got many Sea Otter and land furs, from the Natives, in exchange 
for Copper, Iron and Cloth, (with Beads, fish Hooks and such small 
stuff kept the Ship supplied with various kinds of fish and greens, 
with a few deer). These Natives was generally armM with Bows, 
arrows, and spears. Like those at Clioquot they would pilfer when- 
ever an opportunity offered. Their Women were more Chaste than 
those we had lately left. But still they were not all Dianas, During 
our tarry here I visited one of the villages in the sound, found the 
Natives busily employed building Canoes, and packing provisions 
against the ensuing Winter, They treated me quite friendly. They 
dry their fish in the Sun, and then pack it in neat wooden boxes. 
d^^Necessity is the mother of invention, 

26. This day left Columbia's Cove, and stood along shore 
towards the Straits of Juan De Fuca. Crew all well. Steering to 
the South and East'd. This is an Iron bound Coast, with high land 
back. 

27. This day pass'd Clioquot, with a fine breeze from WNW and 
pleasant. 
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28. N. Latt. 48° 42'; W. Long. 124° o'. Enter'd the Straits of 
Juan De Fuca and hove to abreast the Village of Nittenatt, found 
strong tides. Vast many Natives off, with Sea Otter and other 
Furs, which we purchased with the same articles as before. 'T was 
evident that these Natives had been visited by that scourge of 
mankind the Smallpox. The Spaniards, as the natives say, brought 
it among them. These Indians appear'd friendly. 

N. Latt. 48"^ 23'; W. Long. 124° o' O C * C. Kept beating 
about the entrance of De Fuca Straits till 3d July, on SE. parts (off 
a small Isle) call'd Tatooch, we collected many Otters. These 
natives gave the preference to Copper. Fine Halibut and Salmon 
was procured in abundance. Nails, Beads etc. served for this traffic. 
This Chief at Tatooch 's Isle offer 'd to sell us some young Children 
they had taken in war. 

Julys^ N. Latt. 49° i'; W.Long. 126° 20'. Left the Straits. At 
6 P. M. Cape Flattery (so named by Capt. Cook) bore SEBE 8 
leagues. Standing along shore to the Westward, wind from the 
East'd. 

4. Took the wind from the Westward, employed beating to 
windward the land about 12 leagues. Many Whales. 

At ANCHOR IN Barrell's Sound, in Queen Charlotte 

Isles. 

8. N. Latt. 52° 10'; W. Long. 131° 12'. This day anchored in 
Barrells sound on the SE. part of the Queen Charlotte Isles, 20 
fathom, rocky bottom. Sent the Pinnace, with an officer, to seek 
better anchorage, which was soon found. Got under way and stood 
up sound, and anchor'd in 15 fathom muddy bottom. A Chief by 
name Coyac, came along side, with plenty of other Indians. The 
Natives here are much stouter than any we had before seen, and 
appear to be very savage. The Men go quite naked, except a skin 
over the shoulder. The Women are entirely cover'd, with Garments 
of their own manufactory, from the bark of tree. They appear to 
carry full sway over the men and have an incision cut through the 
under lip, which they spread out with a piece of wood, about the 
size and shape of a goose egg (some much larger). It's considered 
as an ornament, but in my opinion looks very gastly. Some of them 
booms out two inches from the chin. The women appear very fond 
of their offspring, and the Men of both. We remain 'd in this sound 
till the 17th. During which time we purchased a good lot of Sea 
Otter and other furs chiefly for Iron and Cloth. Copper was not in 
demand. The boats were sent frequently after wood and water, 
but were always well arm'd. The Natives supplied us with plenty 
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of Halibut and Rock Cod, for which we paid them in Nails. Wild 
fowl was plenty in this Sound, of which we caught and kilFd many. 
I landed at one of their villages, found the Indians comfortably 
lodg'd, and kept large fires, although the weather was temperate. 
When I went into one of their houses they was eating roast muscles 
and singing a warlike Song. They appeared fond of our visit and 
never offer'd to molest any thing in the boat. Their canoes are not 
made near so neat as those we had seen before, but I think was 
more commodious. The females was not very chaste, but their lip 
pieces was enough to disgust any civilized being. However some 
of the Crew was quite partial. 

In the Straits of Admiral Defont. 

17. Weighed and left Barrells sound, bound to the Straits of 
Admiral De Font,^ which is form'd by the Charlotte Isles and the 
Main. 

18. N. Latt. 51° 34'. Wind from Westward and pleasant, beat- 
ing to and fro, off the South pt. of Charlotte Isles, endeavouring 
to get into the Straits. 

23, N. Latt. 52° 26'; W. Long. 131° 30'; Azi. 20° 22' E. Spoke 
the Brig Hope, Joseph Ingrahim master from Boston, on the same 
business with ourselves. Soon parted. 

24. N. Latt. 53° 6^ A small Isle, in the Straits bore North at 
Meridian, which we named Hatches. Weather is generally clear, 
so that the Isles and Main are distinctly seen together. Found 
ground at 120 fm. The Natives wou'd often come along side 
from the Main, or Isles, as we bordered on either shore, and brought 
furs and plenty of Halibut, which you cou'd buy for a board Nail 
apiece. 

28. N. Latt. 53"^ 14'; W. Long. 132° o'; Azi. 21° 35' E. Ship over 
towards the Main. Sent an officer in the pinnace in search of anchor- 
age. Found the land hereabouts low and barren near the shore, but 
rises back into high mountains. Find excessive strong currents in 
these Straits. The Natives on the Main speak a language different 
from those on the Islands. Boat returned without success. 

30. N. Latt. 52^ 47'; W. Long. 131'' O C. Fresh gales and 
stormy weather. At Meridian Charlotte Isles extended from SBW 
to WBN 8 or 10 leagues. Some Canoes full of Indians boarded us 
from the Isles. They informed us that severall English vessells had 
visited not long since. We purchased a good lot of furs, chiefly for 
Iron and Cloth. 

31. Stood towards the Islands, and anchored in 24 fm. with a 

1 Rio de Rayer of Admiral Fonte. 
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Kedge. Light wind from NW. A Chief (by name Cumswah) 
brought us several fine Sea Otter skins. 

August I. Wind from SE. Standing along the Queen Charlotte 
Isles, through De Font straits, about 3 or 4 leagues from land, sound- 
ings generally from 15 to 25 fm. mud. The main land in sight to the 
North and West'd at a great distance. 

2. Fresh gales and very thick weather. Narrowly escaped run- 
ning on a reef of rocks. Quite foggy and see the land but seldom, 
beating to and fro. Wind from the Eastward. 

3. N. Latt. 54° 43'; W. Long. 132° 23'. Heavy gales from SE. 
and thick weather, found the Ship embay'd, employed making short 
hanks. At length we being too nigh the shore for to keep ojff, through 
the night, we was alarm'd with all the horrors of a lee shore. A 
small opening appearing in the land to leeward, hove out the pinnace 
and sent an officer to examine for anchorage. At 6 in the evening 
she made a signal for a Harbour. Bore away and anchored under a 
point of land, in 17 fm. sandy bottom, let go three anchors, it being 
a wild road stead. We remained in this station, which we calFd 
Port Tempest till the 8th and only four Indians made their appear- 
ance, and I believe there was no villages in the vicinity. Made 
severall excursions, with boats, and procured many Salmon and 
plenty of Berries. In one of these excursions I discovered a small 
rivulet, not deep enough to admit the boat. In it we caught up- 
wards of 100 fine salmon, chiefly with the boat hook and grainz, 
and shot a deer upon the banks. Crew all in health. 

8. Got under way and left Port Tempest (situated on the main 
land of America), stood over for land in sight to the North'd and 
westward, and as we approached it severall Canoes came off, with 
furs and halibut. 

10. N. Latt. 55° o'; W. Long. 133° o'. Light winds and pleasant, 
standing to the NW. and 6 P. M. came to with the Kedge 28 fm. 
Port Tempest bearing NEBN. 1 2 leagues. The Natives brought us 
plenty of fine Otter furs. Their Canoes are the same as at Charlotte 
Isles, some of them capable of carrying 30 men. They go well 
arm'd, with bows, arrows and spears, and appear to be a savage 
race. I went in the Cutter — well arm'd — to a small cove, not 
far distant from the Ship, and soon caught 9 large Halibut. The 
Ship was concealed by a point of land, making out from the NE. 
part of the Cove. 

12. Still laying at anchor in same situation as on the loth, the 
nearest land not above J^ mile distant, and the point of the Cove I 
was fishing in on 10 inst. about 34 mile. Mr. Caswell this morning 
took a Boatswain Mate and one Seaman with him in the Jolly Boat, 
by the permission of Capt. Gray, and went to the Cove a fishing. 
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A breeze springing up soon after, and wishing to leave this place, a 
six pounder was fird, a signal for the boat to return. She not ap- 
pearing, soon after two more Cannon was fir'd. Got the Ship under 
way and stood off and on, and sent the pinnace under charge of the 
4th officer in search of the small boat. Soon after we see the Pin- 
nace returning with the Jolly Boat in tow, without any person in 
her and soon discovered they had the Boats Colours hoisted half 
mast. With this melancholy token they approach'd the Ship, when 
we soon discovered our worthy friend, and brother officer, Mr. 
Joshua Caswell (2d) lay dead in the bottom of the boat, strip 'd 
perfectly naked and stab'd in upwards of twenty places. They saw 
nothing of John Folger (the boatswains mate) but Joseph Barnes 
(the Sailor) lay dead on the beach, and quite naked. Fearing the 
Natives lay in ambush, they did not land to take of the Corps, It 
is probable they were beset upon by a great superiority of natives, 
prompted by a desire to possess their cloaths and arms. As soon 
as the boats returned made sail for Port Tempest, and anchord in the 
evening, at our former station. In Mr. Caswell I lost a firm and 
steady friend. He was a man of a mild and gentle temper, a com- 
plete Seaman, and in short was possest of every qualification that 
bespoke the gentleman. Observed that the day previous to this 
disastrous affair few Indians had visited the Ship. 

NW. End of Charlotte Isle. 

13. N. Latt. 54° 43'; W. Long. 132° 23'. Calm, and temperate 
weather. At 8 in the morning the 4th Officer was dispatched with a 
party well arm'd in the Pinnace, for to dig a grave for our worthy 
friend. At 9 the pinnace return'd. At 10 left the Ship with three 
boats, under charge of Mr. Hazwell, ist Officer, with the corps, the 
Ship firing minute guns. At 1 1 Capt. Gray landed in a small boat, 
and after performing divine service, we inter^d the remains of our 
departed, and much beloved, friend, with all the solemnity we was 
capable of. 

The place was gloomy, and nothing was to be heard but the 
bustling of an aged oak, whose lofty branches hung wavering o'er the 
grave, together with the meandering brook, the Cries of the Eagle, 
and the weeping of his friends added solemnity to the scene. So ends. 

15. Weighed, and left Port Tempest, wind at NW. At sunset 
it bore NBW. 6 leagues, and (Massacre Cove) West 5 Miles. Saw 
none of the Natives. No doubt the Rascles wou'd have destroy'd 
the Jolly boat after they had massacred our unfortunate country- 
men, had not the Ship's guns alarm'd them. Standing to the South 
and E. 
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16. This day spoke the Brig Hancock of Boston, Samuel Crowell, 
Master. They was on the same business as ourselves, and had been 
pretty successful!. Capt. Crowell inform'd that his Longboat was 
cruizing among the Charlotte Isles, under charge of his 2d Officer. 
The Brig kept us company. 

18. Pleasant weather. Came to anchor, in a River, which Capt. 
Crowell had named Hancocks, situated on the NW. part of the 
Queen Charlotte Isles, in company with the Brig, 6 fm. water, mud. 
The Brig's Longboat we found at this place, vast many of the Na- 
tives along side the Ship, and a few furs was purchased. Capt. 
Crowell had, upon some trifling offence, fir'd upon these Indians, 
by which a number of them fell, (such wanton cruelty throws him 
upon a levell with the savage), and perhaps this same fray was the 
means of our losing our worthy 2d Officer as the places are not 20 
leagues distant and mayhap they reck'd their Vengeance upon us, 
thinking us all of one tribe. If it was so, bad luck to Crowell. Amen. 

At anchor in Clioquot harbour. 

19. N. Latt. 54° 12'; W. Long. 132° 25'. Fine weather. The 
Hancock saild on a Cruize. The land about this River, is the best 
without exception IVe yet seen, on the NW. Coast, and a place 
well calculated for a Factory for to reap the advantages of the fur 
trade. The Natives, I dare say, have always plenty of Otters, and 
there is fish in abundance. Hove up, and came to sail towards 
evening and stood to sea, light winds and very strong tides. At 
sunsett Murderers Cape bore NNW. at a great distance. 

20. N. Latt. 53° 49'; W. Long. 133° 24'. Soundings from 7 to 
12 fm., shoal water about these parts of Charlotte Isles. Standing 
to the Southward through Defont straits, running along the Isles in 
from 15 to 30 fm. according to distance off shore, these Charlotte 
Isles are from the Latt. 51° 55' to 54"^ 24' N. and from Longitude 
131^0' to 133° W. 

22. N. Latt. 53° 2'; W. Long. 131° 31'; Amp'd 20° 2' E. O C. 
Many of Indians of this day from Cumswah village, in Charlcot 
Isles, brought a few skins, but I think they are pretty well drains. 
Came to, with the Kedge in 20 fm. about 2 miles from shore. Soon 
after see a Boat rowing towards us, and heard a Cannon fir'd in the 
sound. At 3 P. M. Mr. Cruft, ist Officer of the American Brig Hope 
(which we had spoke with before) came along side, with Capt. In- 
grahim's compliments, and offered to be the bearer of Letters, as he 
was shortly bound for Canton. We readily embraced the oppor- 
tunity. At dark Mr. Cruft left us. Up Kedge and bore away to the 
southward and East'd. 
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27,, N. Latt. 52° 37'; W. Long. 130'' 22'. The SE. part of Char- 
lotte Isles bore SE3^E. 12 leagues, light winds and variable. A 
Canoe boarded us, at this great distance, and brought many prime 
furs. 

28. N. Latt. 49° 20'; W. Long. 127° 16'. At Noon this day, 
Nootka (or King Georges sound) bore ENE. 10 leagues. Since the 
23d we have never lost sight of the Continent. T is very high land. 
Saw whales. 

29. N. Latt. 49° 5'; W. Long. 126° o'. At Noon the entrance of 
Clioquot (or Coxes harbour) bore NE 4 leagues. Standing in for 
the harbour, and towards evening anchored in our former station, 
vast many of the Natives along side, and seem'd glad to see us 
again. Found riding here the Brig Lady Washington, of Boston, 
John Kendrick, master. He had made up his Voyage and was bound 
for Canton. He appeared happy in meeting with his old friends. 

N. Latt. 49° 9'; W. Long. 125° 26' O C * C. Captain Ken- 
drick informed us that he had had a skirmish, with the Natives 
at Barrells sound in Queen Charlotte Isles, and was oblidg'd to 
kill upwards of 50 of them before they wou'd desist from the 
attack. It appeared to me, from what I cou'd collect that the 
Indians was the aggressors. This Brig Lady Washington was a 
Sloop when she left Boston, but Capt. Kendrick had alterd her rig 
in Canton the year before. I was sorry to find that Kendrick had 
made no remittances, to the owners, since he had parted with the 
Columbia the first voyage, although since that period he had made 
two successful trips from this Coast to Canton. As the Vessells 
still belong'd to the same owners he was under some mistrust that 
Capt. Gray was empowered to seize the Brig, and kept himself 
always ready against attack. We tarried in this harbour till the 
8th Sept., during which time collected many Sea Otter and other furs, 
and fish in abundance. These Natives miss'd Mr. Caswell, and it was 
thought proper to inform them that he had died a natural death. 

September 8. Weighed and beat out of the harbour, wind at SW. 
At Noon Clioquot bore NW. 6 leagues standing towards Juan De 
Fuca straits. 

In THE Straits of Juan De Fuca. 

II. N. Latt. 48° 15'; W. Long. 124° 30'. This day abreast Cape 
Flattery, on the SE. part of De Fuca entrance, vast many of the 
Natives along. Purchas'd many Otters. These Indians told us, 
there was five sail of Spaniards up the straits. At Midnight saw 
Tatoosh Isle, bearing NNE. 3 miles. Thought ourselves further off 
shore. Almost calm, and an excessive strong tide sweeping us be- 
tween some ledges and the Isle. At daylight thick fog, saw the Rocks 
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a head, within pistol shot, with high breakers. Out all Boats, and 
just towed the Ship clear. Our situation was truly alarming, but 
we had no business so near the land in thick weather. However 
Good Luck prevailed and a breeze springing up from offshore we 
stretched out clear in Boats. Foggy disagreeable weather. Cou^d 
observe at intervals that the woods were on fire. 

12. Wind NE. Heard the roaring of Breakers, foggy, hauFd 
more off shore. At 3 P. M. saw a rock about stone's throw distant, 
and narrowly escaped being dashed upon it — damn nonsense to 
keep beating about among rocks, in foggy weather. At midnight 
heard the surf roar again, which I suppose to be on the North side 
of the Straits, sounded and found ground at 25 fm. Rocks. The 
Captain, at length, was frightned, and proceeded with the Ship to a 
good offing (this ought to have been done long before), thick foggy 
weather, with a moderate breeze. 

16. N. Latt. 48° 14'; W. Long. 124° 30' € *. Fog cleared off, 
saw Capt Flattery bearing NNE. 2 leagues. Very strong tides. At 
Noon we were about 2 miles from Tatooch Isle. Came to with the 
Kedge, sandy bottom, the Island bearing North. I think it possible 
there is a passage between Cape Flattery and this Isle of Tatooch; 
it appears about 2 miles wide. However cou'd see breakers between 
them and currents are excessive strong, as we cou'd discern them to 
foam in that narrow pass. Many Natives came off, and we purchased 
a few skins and plenty Halibut. Weighed and came to sail towards 
evening, bound to Clioguot. 

At ANCHOR IN ClIOQUOT HARBOUR. 

18. N. Latt. 49° 9'; W. Long. 125'' 26'. This day anchored in 
our Old Station in Clioquot harbour, found the Brig Lady Wash- 
ington still riding here. At this Harbour Captain Gray had de- 
termined to winter, if he cou'd find a suitable place, for to build a 
Sloop of 45 Tons, for to assist in collecting furs, on the next season. 
The stem and stern post, with part of the floor timbers had been 
brought from Boston for this purpose. 

19. On the 19th Capt. Gray went with two boats up the sound, 
for to seek a convenient cove. In the evening the Captain returned, 
having found a place to his mind, about 4 leagues from where the 
Ship lay. 

Winter Quarters. Latt. 49° 9' N; Long. 125° 30' W. 

20. On the 20th weighed, with light airs, and with the Boats 
ahead, assisted by the Brig's Crew, we tow'd, and sail'd, into winter 
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quarters, which we call'd Adventure Cove, and moored Ship for the 
winter. Vast many of the Natives along side, and appeared to be 
highly pleased with the Idea of our tarrying among them through 
the Cold Season. The Columbia lay moor'd in this Cove till the 
25th of March, 1792. I shall endeavour to give the heads of our 
proceedings during that period. 

Adventure Cove was situated in about the Latitude of 49° 15' N. 
and Longitude 125° 30' W. of London, about 17 miles from the 
Ocean. This Cove was form'd by an Isle and the SE. shore of Clio- 
quot sound — so small, that when the Ship was moor'd, you might 
throw a stone upon the beach in any direction, the passage in was 
not to exceed 100 feet, so that we was in a complete bason. (At 
2jth inst. Capt. Kendrick saiVd for Canton.) The Adventure was set 
up at the back of a fine beach, the woods being previously cleared. 
A Log House was erected near, mounted with two Cannon, with 
Loop holes for Musketry. Here Capt. Haswell, with a party of 
Seamen, and all the Mechanics was stationed. Near it, the Black- 
smiths and Boat builders Shops were placed; two Saw pitts was 
erected, and kept constantly at play, sawing planks^ and was sup- 
plied with Logs from the sound, by Boats constantly on that duty. 
So that Adventure Cove soon had the appearance of a young ship 
yard. Strip'd the Ship to a gritline, and kept a gang under the 
directions of the Boatswain upon the rigging. 

The Natives made us frequent visits, and brought a good supply 
of fish and some Sea Otter Skins, and by keeping a small bosij,t down 
sound, with 4 of our Seamen we procured a constant supply of wild 
Geese, Ducks and Teal. The Geese and Teal resembled those at 
home, but the Ducks were exactly of the same Species, with the 
tame of our Country, We see none of any other kind. Now and 
then we shot a wild turkey. The Natives appeared to be highly 
pleased with the different works going on at the Cove. They some- 
times brought us Venison and supplied us with as many boards as 
we wanted. They was all caeder, and appear'd to have been split 
with wedges, from the Log. 

October 7. An alarm was given by the C entry at the Block house, 
that there was Canoes in the Cove. Finding they was discovered 
they soon went off. 

13. The frame of the Sloop was up complete, and this day 
brought the Garboard streak of Plank to her bottom. This is what 
I call dispatch. Wickananish, high Chief, came on board, with 
severall of the Royal family. He informed that his winter village 
was a great way off, which occasioned his visiting us so seldom. He 
went on shore, and astonishment was conspicuous in his coun- 
tenance at the work going on there. The Natives was very much 
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puzzled to know how we shou'd get the Sloop off when finished, as 
she was 75 foot back from high water mark. Wickananish is the 
most powerful! chief we have yet seen on this Coast. His tribe 
consists of upwards of 3000 souls. They allow Polygamy, but the 
women are not prolific, as barrenness is very common among them. 
The Indians girls kept us well supplied with Berries of different kinds, 
which was very grateful!. 

14. We was informed this day that Capt. Crowe!!, in the Brig 
Hancock y was at Juan de Fuca straits. 

27. The Natives brought us some excellent Salmon. Experience 
much rain, which hinders the work. When the weather is too bad 
for to work on the Sloop, keep the Carpenters under shelter making 
a boat for her. Heard of three Spanish Ships being at Nootka. 
Keep always upon our guard against surprize as we are among a 
powerful! sett. The boat after game, met with some Indians that 
was a little troublesome, but by firing a musket over their heads they 
soon went off. These Indians was very enquisitive, for to know the 
cause of thunder and lightning, but we cou'd not make them under- 
stand the real cause, but much surprized them by saying there was 
a man in our Country, that made both. They suppose thunder to 
be occasioned by an Eagle carrying a Whale into the air, and Light- 
ning, the hissing of a Snake, which are exceeding large in this coun- 
try. One of our Seamen, being down sound a gunning, saw one of 
these animals, which by his discription was as big round as his thigh. 
Being alone, and somewhat frightned, retir'd without firing. These 
Indians are very superstitious in regard to this Animal, for when 
they go on a whaling cruize they always rub their face with a piece 
of it. We have never been able to gain much information as respects 
their Religion, but they certainly pay adoration to the Sun, and 
Moon, and believe in Good and evil Spirits. They lash their dead 
on the trees, first stowing them in a box 3 or 4 feet long. The Head 
and Legs are cut off to make good stowage, and little valuables that 
belong to the deseas'd are bury'd with them. Capt. Gray went to 
an Indian Village for to look at a Chief, said to be very sick. On his 
arrival! he was received very cordially, and conducted to the sick 
man's house, which was full of people. In one Corner lay the Sick 
Chief, and around him eight stout men, which kept pressing his 
stomach with their hands, and making a most hideous Bow-wowing, 
in the poor fellow's ears. Upon the Captain's approach, he supposed 
the Cheif to be nearly dead, and order'd this band of Doctors to 

^ , desist. Having made him some gruell to take, 

the Chief soon came to a little, and order'd two 

Sea Otter skins as a present. After giving him a Wine toast he 

ordered him to be left to sleep, and visited a number of Chiefs 
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houses, the masters of which treated him with an attention not very 
common among savages. (He returned on hoard,) I made an ex- 
cursion to this same Village, not long after. As soon as I landed. 
Men, Women, and Children came down to the beach to receive me, 
but did not offer to molest the boat. Found the sick Chief much 
better, and relieved him from his pressing and noisy friends. The 
house was large and commodious, and wou'd hold fifty Indians 
very comfortably. All round was packages of Fish in Boxes, and 
decorated with pearl shells. Their furniture consisted chiefly of 
matts, and wooden boxes, which last serves to boil their fish in, 
which they easily do by applying red hot stones, till it boils. They 
neither scale or draw the fish, but as it comes from the water, so it 
goes into the box, to boil, or on the Coals to broil. There was sev- 
erall fires about the house but being there being no chimnies, the 
smoak was too mighty for my eyes. They sleep on boards, raised 
about a foot from the ground, and covered with matts, rolling them- 
selves up with furs. Over the sick man's head there was a board 
cut out in the shape of a heart, and stuck full of Otter's teeth, with 
a long spear on each side of him. His young wife did not appear to 
be affected at the sight of her sick husband, but the Father and 
Mother was watching their Son, with the most parental affection. 
After boiling him some rice and leaving more with his mother, I left 
the village and returned safe on board. 

25. This day was kept in mirth and festivity by all the Colum- 
bia's Crew, and the principal Chiefs of the sound, by invitation, 
din'd on board ship. The Natives took a walk round the work shops 
on shore. They was surprized at seeing three tier of wild fowl roast- 
ing, at one of the houses — indeed we was a little surprized at the 
novelty of the sight ourselves, for at least there was 20 Geese roast- 
ing at one immense fire, and the Ship's Crew appeared very happy, 
most of them being on shore. The Indians cou'd not understand 
why the Ship's and houses was decorated with spruce bows. At 
12 clock fir'd a federall Salute, and ended the day toasting our 
sweethearts and wifes, 

1792. January i. This day, being down sound, with the Jolly 
boat after game, I stopt at the village. Visited Yethlan the sick 
Chief, and found him much better. The family treated me ex- 
tremely well. I received many pressing invitations from the rest of 
the Chiefs, for to visit their houses, and complied with most of them, 
and was particularly pleas'd at visiting Wickananish's dwelling, who 
this day had given an entertainment to all the warriors of his Vil- 
lages, with many visitors from distant villages. As soon as the 
King saw me I was call'd towards him, and seated upon his right. 
This house was about 80 foot long, and 40 broad, and about 12 feet 
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high, with a flat roof. The King was elevated about two feet higher 
than the company, with a Canopy over his head, stuck full of ani- 
mals teeth. The Company consisted of above 100 men, all con- 
siderably advanced in years. The Women belonging to the house 
was in an apartment by themselves, busily employed making their 
Bark Garment. The Machines for that purpose, is not unlike the 
Looms with us. They are very neat and dexterous in this business. 
The entertainment (which consisted of Fish Spawn mixed with 
Berries and train Oil,) was served up in wooden Bowls, handed by 
the lower Orders of males. I was invited strongly to partake, but 
the Smell was enough — therefore pleaded indisposition. After 
they had done, the remains was sent to the females. The King in- 
formed they was going to have a dance in the evening, and wish'd 
me for to stay. However I declined, and returned on board. This 
Village was 3 leagues from Adventure Cove. Capt. Hannah, a Chief 
of the village Ahhousett, sometimes came to see his old friends (as 
he calPd us). He resided 9 leagues from the Cove but was under 
the Jurisdiction of Wickananish. 

6. This day one of the Chiefs of Juan De Fuca Straits came on 
board. He was upon a visit to Wickananish, and indeed had mar- 
ried his sister, informed us there was a Spanish Ship in the Straits, 
brought many furs, 

17. Began to caulk the Sloop Adventurers bottom, it being com- 
pletely planked up. I this day made an excursion to the Village, 
having put myself under the care of Tatoochkasettle, one of the 
King's brothers, who conducted me in his Canoe. Upon my arrival 
was treated as usuall very ^politely. I took up my residence at 
Tatoochkasettle's house, who invited a large company to sup with 
him. After supper finding I wishd to visit some other familys he 
sent his servants with lighted torches, for to conduct me. I returned 
back about Midnight and found that there was an excellent watch 
kept throughout the village, each one hooping at certain intervals 
throughout the night. My Indian friend had made me as com- 
fortable a berth to sleep on as was in his power, but the House being 
full of smoak, and the young Children very fractious, occasioned 
my sleeping but little all night. In the morning early observed most 
of the Men bathing on the Beach. On enquiring the cause, was 
informed that this day the King was going to give his Eldest Son 
the name of Wickananish, and take another upon himself, upon 
which account there was to be great rejoicings. About noon, up- 
wards of 100 men assembled upon the beach in front of the Village^ 
with the King at their head. Their dress, which was exactly uni- 
form, consisted of a Blankett, made fast round the Loins with a 
Girdle, and reach'd about half way down their thighs. Their hair 
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was tum'd up, and tyed with a thick bunch before and decorated 
with feathers. Their faces was painted of different colours, and 
their bodies of a deep red. Beads and fibres of Bark were woulded 
round their Ancles and Knees, and at a distance they made a grand, 
although savage appearance. They collected near the water, at one 
end of the village, in regular tiers, about four deep. At each wing 
many women were placed with Copper Boxes, in which was small 
Stones, serving as part of the music. The procession moved slowly 
along, the front squatting on their hams, the others standing erect, 
with three of the King's brothers upon their shoulders, who were 
dancing and running from right to left, in that position while those 
under them was on the Continual move. The King kept in front, 
giving the word of Command. All their voices kept perfect tune 
with the rattling of the boxes. The rest of the inhabitants were 
seated along the beach viewing the performance. When they arrived 
opposite the King's house, they entered single file, and I followed to 
see the transactions within doors. About 30 of the principal Actors 
seated themselves in a Circle, and was presented with a piece of 
board and a small stick. This they used instead of a Drum. The 
whole Company then began to dance and sing, and the Musicians 
joining, made it very pleasing. But the Smell was too strong for 
my Organs. Therefore soon drew off. These Natives are mild and 
chearfuU, with little of that savage appearance that Savages gener- 
ally have. Their Complexions is very light Copper, but they darken 
it with Oil and Paint. The Hair is coarse, long and black. 'T is a 
general custom to eat their own Vermin, and they are so plenty that 
they will often make a decent repast. The Men are generally thick 
set with flat noses and broad faces. The Women are pretty. Their 
eyes are rather small, and though they are not very quick and pierc- 
ing, they give the countenance a frank, chearfuU, and pleasing cast. 
We understood from the Natives that they sometimes made Human 
sacrifices, and shocking to relate, that they eat the flesh of such poor 
victims. However I do not believe that this custom is very common 
and only happens on some very particular Occasion. A prisoner 
of War is the person selected for this savage feast. 

18. This day severall chiefs came on board, one of which we 
found was busily employed talking with our Sandwich Island lad. 
Their conversation was soon put a stop to, and the Lad examined, 
but he denyd that the Chief ask'd him any improper questions. 
These Natives, always behaving so friendly, occasioned us to place 
too much confidence in them, and what a pity it is, that we cou'd 
not leave this port, with that opinion of them which we had here- 
tofore held; But alas! We find them to be still a savage tribe, and 
only waiting an opportunity for to Massacre the whole of us, in cold 
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blood. The Ship had been brought some days previous to this, to a 
bluff point of Rocks, where she lay'd as to a wharfe, not even touch- 
ing the ground at low water. The Cannon and all the stores was 
landed here, as we was about hauling on the beach to grave and pay 
the Bottom. The situation of the Ship at this period was very favor- 
able to their views, and must have encouraged them with the hope 
of destroying the whole of us; without the loss of a man on their side. 
However in this they wou'd have been mistaken, as we kept a strong 
watch, under the conduct of an Officer and was always guarded 
against surprize. But should we have been overpow'd by numbers, 
our friends perhaps never wou'd have known our sad fate. 

But fortunately, in the evening, the Sandwich Island lad made a 
confession to his Master, (as follows). He said Tatoochkasettle, (the 
Chief) told him, that Wickananish was about to take the Ship and 
Massacre all the Crew, and said he shou'd be a great man if he 
wou'd wet our Musketts, and steal for him some Bulletts, He said 
they should come that night, or the next, and told him to come over 
to them, when the fray first began. This news alarm'd the Ship's 
Company exceedingly, and we immediately got in readiness to re- 
ceive them. Capt. Gray calPd his officers together, for to consult 
what was best to be done, and we was unanimously of opinion that 
't was best to haul the Ship on the ways^ and grave her, as the tide 
then suited, and we cou'd retreat in safety to the Block House 
shou'd the Natives appear, (where we had several Cannon mounted 
and good quarters.) This plan was immediately put in execution, 
leaving a strong guard on the point for to guard the Stores, with 
necessary signals shou'd they want relief. By midnight one side of 
the Ship was finish'd, when we heard a most hideous hooping of 
Indians, and at every shout they seem'd to come nearer. Every 
man immediately took his arms, and stood ready, both on board 
ship and at the Log house. They kept hooping about one hour, 
when they ceased and 't is probable retreated, lamenting their hard 
luck, that the cruel plan was so completely frustrated. The guard 
at the point saw many large Canoes off the entrance of the Cove, 
but like brave fellows, they scorn'd to quit the station. In the 
morning tide we finish'd the Ship, and haul'd again to the point, 
and in the course of the Day took on board all the stores and can- 
non, and moor'd off in the Cove, in our old berth. Scal'd the Guns, 
which made all rattle again, and I believe never was more work done 
in so short a time. But Men determined can do most any thing. 

It does not appear that Wickananish wished to conquer a part of 
us, as he had frequent opportunitys to have accomplished it, for 
two or three times a week a boat was down at the Village, generally 
with an Officer and four Sailors, but I suppose he very prudently 
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thought, that shou'd he cut a boat's Crew off, there was still enough 
left, for to destroy his Villages. The Chiefs had been telling us for 
some time that they was going to war with a distant tribe and 
wished for us to lend them Musketts and Ammunition, which some 
of these fellows used as well as ourselves. We had observed of late 
that they did not seem so cheerfuU as common, but seem'd to be 
deeply wrapt in thought. After this, no more of the Natives visited 
Adventure Cove, except some old women and young girls, who 
brought us berries and fish — and most probable they was sent as 
spies. 

March 4. This day the Ship was completely rig'd, hold stowed, 
and in every respect in readiness for sea. She look'd like a fiddle! 
The King's Mother came along side and brought some otter skins 
which we purchased. She told Captain Gray that the Moon in- 
formed her Son if he come to the Ship he wou'd be killd. 

21. This day departed this life, after a lingering sickness, Benj. 
Harding (Boatswain). He was a smart, active, and steady man, 
and one that know'd, and did his duty in every respect. Deposited 
his remains, next morning, near to the Block house, after performing 
divine service. Promoted a Seaman to his place. 

22. Launched the Sloop Adventure. She went off admirably. 
Took a hawser and got her along side the Ship, and soon had her 
rig'd. 

24. The Sloop Adventure is ready for sea. Capt. Haswell, ist 
mate of ship, went on board and took charge, taking with him Mr. 
Waters (4th mate) and a crew of ten Seamen and tradesmen. I 
think she was one of the prettiest vessells I ever saw, of about 45 
tons, with a handsome figure head and false badges, and otherways 
touch'd off in high stile. There was not a Butt either in the Planks 
on deck or sides, and the plank not above nine inches wide. She 
was victuaird for a four months cruize, and supplied with Articles 
for the Queen Charlotte Isles trade, on which route 't was meant 
she shou'd go, while the Ship proceeding along the Southern Coast. 

25. Pleasant weather, wind at SE. In the morning got the 
Remainder of our affairs from the shore, and unmoor 'd. Left 
Adventure Cove, and stood down Sound, with the Sloop in com- 
pany. We left our log houses all standing. Anchor'd abreast the 
Village Opitsatah, but found it entirely deserted. Observ'd very 
few Canoes moving. 

During our long tarry in Adventure Cove, we all enjoy'd good 
health, although the Crew was at times very much exposed. The 
boatswain's sickness commenced before our arrival in the Cove. 
The Weather was generally very fine, and very seldom had Snow, 
and never Ice thicker than a Spanish Dollar, but experienced fre- 



1920.] LOG OF THE COLUMBIA, 1790-1792. 243 

quent heavy rains. We picked Whurtle and Blue berries, through- 
out the winter, which was very fine, and Whurtle Berry pudings 
was quite common with us. We kept the Crew continually supplied 
with Spruce beer, and their breakfast and supper was Tea boild 
from the green Spruce boughs sweetned with Molasses. Perhaps 
this method kept the Scurvy off. However they did not eat much 
Salt provisions, as we was generally supplied with Poultry, Venison, 
and fish. 

27. I am sorry to be under the necessity of remarking that this 
day I was sent, with three boats all well man'd and arm'd, to destroy 
the village of Opitsatah. It was a Command I was no ways tena- 
cious of, and am grieved to think Capt. Gray shou'd let his passions 
go so far. This village was about half a mile in diameter, and con- 
tained upwards of 200 Houses, generally well built for Indians; 
every door that you enter'd was in resemblance to an human and 
Beasts head, the passage being through the mouth, besides which 
there was much more rude carved work about the dwellings some 
of which was by no means inelegant. This fine village, the work of 
Ages, was in a short time totally destroyed. 

Cruizing to the S. and E. of De Fuca Straits 

April 2. Weigh'd in company with the Sloop, and left Clioquot 
harboiu*, and stood to the South'd with the Ship, while the Sloop 
hauFd her wind to the Northward. Parted, with loud Huzzas, a 
proper rendevous being appointed. 

3. On the 3d passed De Fuca Straits, experience blowing weather 
on the coast, but generally keep sight of the Land. The Shore seems 
sandy, and the land of a moderate height, with much clear ground 
fit for cultivation. Lat. 45° 15'. There is regular soundings of this 
Coast, which is not the case to the Northward. 

7. N. Latt. 44° 56'; W. Long. 122° 52'. Very blowing weather, 
and quite cold. Beating off the Coast, waiting for to find a good 
harbour. The weather grows pleasant. 

9. N. Latt. 44° 24'; W. Long. 122° 17'. Pleasant weather, wind 
NW. Running along shoar to the South and East'd, about 2 miles 
off the land trended NBE. and NBW., and look'd very pleasant. 
The Shore made in sandy beaches, and the land rose gradually back, 
into high hills and the beautiful fields of grass, interspersed among 
the wood lands, made it delightfuU. 

10. N. Latt. 43° 45'; W. Long. 122° n'. Abreast a small inlet 
in the land, which had some the appearance of an harbour. Hove 
to for some canoes that were coming off. These Natives talk'd a 
different language from any we have before heard. Their canoes 
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had square stems, and the blades of the paddles oval. We purchased 
of them many fine Otter skins for Copper and Iron. They had 
some raw Buffaloe in the canoes, which they offered us for sale, and 
greedily devourd some of it, in that state, as a recommendation. 
I'm fearfuU these fellows are Canihalls. Mr. Smith, 2d Officer, was 
sent in the Cutter to look for an harbour but was unsuccessful!. 
Bore off and made sail. Cape Gregory (so calFd by Capt. Cook) 
bore SE. Variation. Amp'd 15° 57' East. 

II. N. Latt. 42° 50'; W. Long. 122° 3'; Amp'd 16° 42' E. Some 
Canoes came along side full of Indians and brought a few Otter and 
Beaver Skins. Cape Mendocin bore ESE. 2 leagues. Hauld again 
to the Northward. 

17. N. Latt. 44° 54'; W. Long. 122° 23'; Azi. 16° 57' E. Sent 
the Boat, under charge of 2d officer, to examine an inlet abreast the 
Ship, to see if there was safe anchorage, but was unsuccessfull, A 
large Canoe came along side full of the Natives. By their behaviour 
the Columbia was the first ship they ever saw. 

22. N. Latt. 46° 39'; W. Long. 122° 50'; Azi. 17° 3^' E. Still 
beating about, in pursuit of anchorage. Sent the boat in shore 
often, but cou'd find no safe harbour. The Natives frequently came 
along side, and brought Otter furs and fish. Their language to us 
was unintelligible. Experience strong currents setting to the south- 
ward. We have frequently seen many appearances of good harbours, 
but the currents and squally weather hinderd us from a strict exam- 
ination. However Capt. Gray is determined to persevere in the 
pursuit. 

At ANCHOR OFF THE VILLAGE KeNEKOMITT. 

27. N. Latt. 47° 52'; W. Long. 123° 30'. O € . This day stood 
in shore, the weather having become more settled, and anchored with 
the Kedge in 15 fm. sand, abreast a village, calFd by the Natives 
Kenekomitt, which was situate on a small Hill, just back of the 
Beach. The Indians brought us a fine lot of Skins, which we got 
chiefly for Copper, but the weather coming again unsettled, we 
weighed towards evening and stood off making short hanks off and 
on, shore. These Indians spoke the same language as those in De 
Fuca straits. 

28. This da.y spoke his Britannic Majesty's Ships Discovery and 
Chatham, commanded by Capt. George Vancover, and Lieutenant 
Wm. Broughton, from England, on a voyage of discovery. Left 
England April ist, 1791, Do. Otaheita January, '92, and Sandwich 
Isles March, '92. A boat boarded us from the Discovery, and we 
gave them all the information in our power. Especially as respected 
the Straits of Juan De Fuca, which place they was then in search of. 
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They bore away for the Straits mouth, which was not far distant. 
Stood in and drain'd the village we was at yesterday and then bore 
off after the English ships. 

29. Pass'd Tatooch Isle, close on board, and left a large ledge of 
Rocks without us, and stood into the Straits of De Fuca. Many 
Indians came off and brought plenty of furs. The English ships 
came too towards evening on the South entrance of the straits. In 
the morning they got under way and stood up. We stood in and 
anchored, to the Westward of Cape Flattery, in 17 fm. Trade not 
very brisk. Got under weigh again towards evening and stood to 
the S. and E. along shore. 

May I. N. Latt. 47° 52'; W. Long. 123° 30'; Azi. 17° 30' E. 
Anchored off the Village Kenekomitt, in the place we left on the 27 th 
April. Tatooch Isle bore WBS. 2 leagues. A brisk trade for furs. 

3. Hove up and made sail for the Straits, the weather looking 
threatning and soon enter'd them, found smooth water. Kept 
beating to and fro, in preference to casting anchor. 

5. Stood in towards Tatooch's Isle. The Natives brought plenty 
of Halibut and other fish, but few Skins. Stretch'd out from De 
Fuca Straits and bore off to the S. and E., running along shore, 
about 2 miles from land. 

6. Hove to for some Canoes to come up. They brought us fish 
but no skins. Bore off. These fellows belonged to a small village in 
sight from the Ship, calFd Goliew, 

At ANCHOR IN Gray's harbour. 

7. N. Latt. 46° 58'. Saw an inlet in the land, which had all the 
appearance of an harbour. Sent the Cutter, under charge of 2d 
Officer, to examine it. Laying to, a strong current with Squally 
weather. The Boat returnd, and the Officer reported that he cou'd 
find nothing but breakers at the entrance, but farther in it had the 
appearance of a good harbour. This appearance being so flattering, 
Capt. Gray was determined not to give it up. Therefore ordering 
the boat a head to sound, with necessary signalls, the Ship stood in 
for the weather bar and we soon see from the Mast head a passage 
in between the breakers. Bore off and run in NEBE., having from 
4 to 9 fathom sand, an exceeding strong tide setting out. The boat 
having made a signal for anchorage and a good harbour, we con- 
tinued to stretch on till completely within the shoals when we 
anchored in 5 fm. in an excellent harbour. Vast many canoes came 
off, full of Indians. They appeared to be a savage set, and was well 
arm'd, every man having his Quiver and Bow slung over his shoul- 
der. Without doubt we are the first Civilized people that ever 
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visited this port, and these poor fellows viewed us and the Ship with 
the greatest astonishment. Their language was different from any 
we have yet heard. The Men were entirely naked, and the Women, 
except a small Apron before made of Rushes, was also in a state of 
Nature. They was stout made, and very ugly. Their canoes was 
from the Logs, rudely cut out, with upright ends. We purchased 
many furs and fish. 

8. N. Latt. 46° 58'; W. Long. 123° o'. Vast many canoes along 
side, full of Indians. They brought a great many furs which we 
purchased cheap, for Blankets and Iron. We was fearfull to send 
a Boat on discovery, but I've no doubt we was at the Entrance of 
some great river, as the water was brackish, and the tide set out 
half the time. This evening heard the hooting of Indians, all hands 
was immediately under arms. Several canoes was seen passing 
near the Ship, but was dispersed by firing a few Muskets over their 
heads. At Midnight we heard them again, and soon after, as 't was 
bright moonlight, we see the canoes approaching to the Ship. We 
fird severall cannon over them, but still persisted to advance, with 
the war Hoop. At length a large canoe with at least 20 Men in her 
got within J^ pistol shot of the quarter, and with a Nine pounder, 
loaded with langerege^ and about 10 Muskets, loaded with Buck shot, 
we dash'd her all to pieces, and no doubt kill'd every soul in her. 
The rest soon made a retreat. I do not think that they had any 
conception of the power of Artillery. But' they was too near us for 
to admit of any hesitation how to proceed. 

9. Very pleasant weather. Many canoes came along side from 
down River and brought plenty of Skins; likewise some canoes from 
the tribes that first visited us, and their countenances plainly show'd 
that those unlucky savages who last Night fell by the Ball, was a 
part of the same tribe, for we cou'd plainly understand by their 
signs and gestures that they were telling the very circumstance, to 
their acquaintances from down River, and by Pointing to the Can- 
non, and endeavouring to explain the noise they made, made us still 
more certain that they had no Knowledge of fire arms previous to 
our coming amongst them. I am sorry we was oblidged to kill the 
poor Devils, but it cou'd not with safety be avoided. These Natives 
brought us some fine Salmon, and plenty of Beaver Skins, with 
some Otters, and I believe had we staid longer among them we 
shou'd have done well. 

^ Langrage, case-shot loaded with pieces of iron of irregular shape, formerly- 
used in naval warfare to damage the rigging and sails of the enemy. The origin 
of the word is not known. Captain John Smith mentions in his Seaman's 
Grammar (1627) langrill shot, but a century and a half passed before langrage 
came into use. 
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11. Weighed and came to sail, and stretch'd clear of the bar. 
Named the harbour we had left, after our Captain. Standing to the 
South. 

At anchor in Columbia's River. 

12. N. Latt. 46"^ 7'; W. Long. 122^ 47'. This day saw an appear- 
ance of a spacious harbour abreast the Ship, haul'd our wind for it, 
observed two sand bars making off, with a passage between them to 
a fine river. Out pinnace and sent her in ahead and followed with 
the Ship under short sail, carried in from Y^ three to 7 fm. and when 
over the bar had 10 fm. water, quite fresh. The River extended to 
the NE. as far as eye cou'd reach, and water fit to drink as far down 
as the Bars^ at the entrance. We directed our course up this noble 
Riv€r in search of a Village. The beach was lin'd with Natives, 
who ran along shore following the Ship. Soon after, above 20 
Canoes came off, and brought a good lot of Furs, and Salmon, which 
last they sold two for a board Nail. The fiurs we likewise bought 
cheap, for Copper and Cloth. They appear'd to view the Ship with 
the greatest astonishment and no doubt we was the first civilized 
people that they ever saw. We observed some of the same people 
we had before seen at Gray's harbour, and perhaps that was a 
branch of this same River. At length we arriv'd opposite to a large 
village, situate on the North side of the River, about 5 leagues from 
the entrance. Came to in 10 fm. sand, about }/i mile from shore. 
The River at this place was about 4 miles over. We purchased 4 
Otter Skins for a Sheet of Copper, Beaver Skins, 2 Spikes each, and 
other land furs, i Spike each. 

We lay in this place till the 20th May, during which time we put 
the Ship in good order and filFd up all the water casks along side, it 
being very good. These Natives talk'd the same language as those 
farther South, but we cou'd not learn it. Observed that the canoes 
that came from down river, brought no otter skins, and I believe 
the otter constantly keeps in Salt water. They however always 
came well stocked with land furs, and capital Salmon. The tide 
set down the whole time and was rapid. Whole trees sometimes 
come down with the Stream, The Indians informed us there was 
50 Villages on the banks of this river. 

15. N. Latt. 46° 7'; W. Long. 122° 47'. On the 15th took up the 
anchor, and stood up River, but soon found the water to be shoal so 
that the Ship took the ground, after proceeding 7 or 8 miles from 
our first station. However soon got off again. Sent the Cutter and 
found the main Channel was on the South side, and that there was 
a sand bank in the middle. As we did not expect to procure Otter 
furs at any distance from the Sea, we contented ourselves in our 
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present situation, which was a very pleasant one. I landed abreast 
the ship with Capt. Gray to view the Country and take possession/ 
leaving charge with the 2d Officer. Found much clear ground, fit 
for cultivation, and the woods mostly clear from underbrush. None 
of the Natives come near us. 

18. Shifted the Ship's berth to her Old Station abreast the 
Village Chinoak, command 'd by a chief name Polack. Vast many 
canoes, full of Indians, from different parts of the River were con- 
stantly along side. Capt. Gray named this river Columbia's, and 
the North entrance Cape Hancock, and the South Point, Adams. 
This River in my opinion, wou'd be a fine place for to set up a 
Factory. The Indians are very numerous, and appeared very civil 
(not even offering to steal). During our short stay we collected 150 
Otter, 300 Beaver, and twice the Number of other land furs. The 
river abounds with excellent Salmon, and most other River fish, and 
the Woods with plenty of Moose and Deer, the skins of which was 
brought us in great plenty, and the Banks produces a ground Nut, 
which is an excellent substitute for either bread or Potatoes. We 
found plenty of Oak, Ash, and Walnut trees, and clear ground in 
plenty, which with little labour might be made fit to raise such 
seeds as is necessary for the sustenance of inhabitants, and in short 
a factory set up here, and another at Hancock's River, in the Queen 
Charlotte Isles, wou'd engross the whole trade of the NW. Coast 
(with the help [of] a few small coasting vessells). 

20. This day left Columbia's River, and stood clear of the bars, 
and bore off to the Northward. The Men, at Columbia's River, are 
strait limb'd, fine looking fellows, and the Women are very pretty. 
They are all in a state of Nature, except the females, who wear a 
leaf Apron — (perhaps '/ was a. fig leaf. But some of our gentlemen, 
that examin'd them pretty close, and near, both within and without 
reported, that it was not a leaf, but a nice wove mat in resemblance ! ! 
and so we go — thus, thus — and no War! — ! 

21. N. Latt. 47° 55'. Abreast the Village Goliu, hove to and 
purchas'd some Skins from the Natives, then bore off to the North 
and West. 

22. N. Latt. 48° 20'; W. Long. 124° 32'. Saw Tatooch's Isle 
and Cape Flattery, on the S. and E. entrance of Juan De Fuca 
straits (bound to the North'd) for to meet the Sloop Adventure. 

2s. N. Latt. 49° 9'; W. Long. 126° o' O <I * C. Pass'd Clio- 
quot harbour, fine fresh gales, at SE. 

24. N. Latt. 50° 10'; W. Long. 128° 10'. Pass'd Woody point, 

* The words "and take possession" were inserted at a later time and are in 
quite a different ink. 
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at 2 miles distant. Several canoes put off from Columbia's Cove, 
but we did not stop. 

At anchor in St. Patrick harbour. 

25. N. Latt. 50° 30'; W. Long. 128° 30'. This day the Ship being 
abreast a fine inlet, dispatch'd Mr. Smith, in the Cutter to examine 
it. Soon after the Boat had a signal for a harbour. Haul'd our 
wind and stood in shore and anchored 15 fm. mud and sand, in a 
complete Snug Cove. Many canoes came along side, full of Indians. 
They was all dress'd in War Armour, and completely arm'd with 
Bows, arrows and Spears, and had altogether quite a savage ap- 
pearance. I believe they. was fearful we should rob their village, 
which was at no great distance as they appeared much agitated. 
However soon began a brisk trade for Otter furs. We landed, with 
the boats, and got Wood and Broom Stuff, but the Indians wishing 
to be troublesome, soon give over this business — indeed I was 
oblidged to knock one of them down with my Musket. 

At anchor in Columbia's Cove. 

28. N. Latt. 50° 30'; W. Long. 128° 30' OC. Weigh'd and 
came to sail, and left this harbour, which we named St, Patrick^s. 
The Indians were much the same as the Nootka tribes. Standing 
towards Woody point, which was in sight. Towards evening, 
anchored in Columbia's Cove, in our former berth, past many natives 
along side, and seem'd much pleas'd at our visiting them again. 

29. N. Latt. 50° 6' ; W. Long. 1 28° 1 2'. Vast concourse of Indians 
off, among whom was Necklar chief of the sound. They brought 
many more furs than they did the last season we visited them. 
Found these Natives so chearful and oblidging, that we did not ap- 
prehend any danger in sending parties on shore after Wood and 
Water. However, they soon discover'd our Crew was diminish'd, 
and was very inquisitive for to know what had become of the rest 
of us. We thought prudent for to tell them that they was asleep 
below. I mistrust that the Indians did not believe us, but probably 
supposed our Shipmates had been kill'd. At 10 in the evening, a 
number of large canoes full of People, came into the Cove. They 
halted near some rocks about Pistol shot from the Ship, and there 
waited about ten minutes, during which time all hands was brought 
to arms, upon deck in readiness to receive them. Soon after a large 
War Canoe, with above 2^ Indians, paddled off for the Ship. We 
hail'd them, but they still persisted, and other canoes was seen 
foUoVing, upon which Capt. Gray order'd us to fire, which we did 
so effectually as to kill or wound every soul in the canoe. She 
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drifted along side, but we push'd her clear, and she drove to the 
North side of the Cove, under the shade of the trees. 'T was bright 
moon light and the woods echoed with the dying groans of these 
unfortunate Savages. We observ'd many canoes passing and re- 
passing the Cove, at a small distance, in all probability they was 
after the poor dead Indians. They soon after ceas'd groaning, and 
we neither see nor heard any thing of them after. 

We always found these Natives very friendly but they soon dis- 
covered how thin the Ship's Company was now to what it was when 
we visited them before, and I believe it is impossible to keep friends 
with savages any longer than they stand in fear of you. But I 
cannot think they had any intention of boarding the Ship but were 
after a small anchor, which they in the course of the day see plac'd 
on some rocks (above water) for to steady the Ship, and when taken 
off at dusk they had left the Ship. But still they was daring fellows, 
to think they cou'd steal the anchor of a moon light night, within 
pistol shot of the Ship. Capt. Gray did not wish to fire upon them, 
for we cou'd easily have blown them to pieces, while they was hold- 
ing a conference abreast the Rocks. They first stopt all by firing 
a cannon or two among them, and the reason we suffered them to 
approach so near before firing was that we were in hopes they wou'd 
miss the Anchor and then leave the Cove, and we wished much to 
keep friendly with these Indians, as this was the appointed Rendez- 
vous for to meet the Sloop. 

Bound to the Northward. 

30. This day unmoor'd and left Colimibia's Cove, bound to the 
Northward, having left a Board naiVd to a tree, just back of the 
watering place, with the following inscription "Ship Columbia, 
arriv'd May 28th Saild May 30th. Beware," that in case Capt. 
Haswell shou'd arrive before us, he might be on his guard. 

June I. N. Latt. 50° 7'; W, Long. 128° 30'; Amp'd 21° 20' E. 
Head wind at NW. and squally weather. Ships Crew all well and 
hearty. 

4. N. Latt. 5 1 ° o' ; W. Long. 1 29° i '. Some Canoes full of Indians 
came off from the Shore, abreast the Ship, and many valuable skins 
was purchased. Iron seem'd most in demand. These fellows soon 
grew saucy, and threw a number of stones, at our people, but as we 
did not wish, (if possible) to avoid it, for to shoot the poor mistaken 
savages, we bore off to the Northward, keeping in sounding from 
30 to 20 fm., 2 miles off shore. 
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Pintard's Straits. 

5. N. Latt. 51° 30'; W. Long. 129° 30'; Azi. 20° 30' E. This day 
saw a large entrance in the land, between two points, above 4 
leagues wide. We hauFd in for the same and when between the 
points had no bottom with 30 fm. We directed our [course?] about 
EJ^S and cou'd not see the Land to the East. The Ship went in 
exceeding fast with a strong tide in favour. Water was quite salt, 
which prov'd it not to be a River. Observed many high Rocks and 
small Isles, scattered about in this famous Straits. Kept the Lead 
going but got no bottom with 30 fm. line, and saw no signs of Indians. 
Towards dark stretch'd close in to the South Shore, for anchorage, 
but found none. Kept working under short sail all night, making 
short boards. No ground in any direction with 120 fm. line. 

6. Azi. 20° 30' E. Bore away up sound, in pursuit of anchorage 
and Natives. At length, after advancing 15 leagues up sound, we 
came to, within stone's throw of the beach, in 20 fm. water, sandy 
bottom, upon the South shore. 

7. I went on shore abreast the Ship, with two boats after wood, 
took the Carpenter with me for to cut a Mizen topmast. We had 
not been long at work, in the Woods before above 200 Indians, of a 
sudden rush'd out upon us. The carpenter being some way from the 
rest of the party, got nearly surrounded, and was oblidg'd to fly, 
leaving his Broad Axe behind. I immediately rallied my people 
together, and retreated slowly, at the same time fir'd a few Musketts 
over their heads which kept them in check. At length they ad- 
vanced so near as to throw their Spears. We then discharged our 
Musketts and killd several. However they still persisted, and I 
believe if we had not got to the beach (clear from the woods) that 
we should have been overpow'd. They heard the reports of the 
Musketts on board, but never dreamt that we [were] attacked by 
Indians, as none had been seen before. Immediately as we made 
our appearance the Ship cover'd us with the Cannon and the Grape 
and round Shot, must have done considerable damage to our pur- 
suers, as they fell just into the brink of the wood, where the thickest 
of the Indians was. This soon dispersed them, and we got all safe 
on board. Some of these fellows afterwards came down abreast the 
Ship and brandishd their Weapons at us, bidding defiance. 

8. N. Latt. 51° 30'; W. Long. 129° 30'; or thereabouts. Got under 
way bound farther up the Straits and towards evening luff'd into a 
small bend of the land, and came to in 17 fathom close to the shore. 
A few canoes, with Indians came off, who talk'd the Nootka lan- 
guage. They informed that in two days, through the woods, they 
cou'd reach Nootka Sound and indeed, the Ship was at Anchor near 
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to a Mountain, which is plainly in view at Friendly Cove, (Nootka 
Sound). 

9. Many canoes of this day, and plenty of fine Otter Skins was 
purchased. About Noon, 20 large War Canoes hove in sight, with 
above 30 Men in each, and we soon discern'd with our Glasses that 
they was all arm'd, with Spears and Arrows. The friendly Indians 
that was trading along side, told us these people had come to fight, 
and belonged to the tribe we had fir'd at two days before, when 
attacked upon the beach. Capt. Gray thought it not safe to admit 
them along side at once, and therefore ordered them, when within 
hail, for to keep off, and not but one canoe come along side at a 
time. They obeyM the command, and one canoe, with 42 men came 
alongside, but had only a skin or two. We soon discovered that the 
main body of canoes was paddling towards us, singing a War Song. 
We fir'd a cannon and some Muskets over their heads. At this they 
mov'd off about 100 yds. and again halted. A Small Canoe, with 
a Chief, (paddled by two Indians) kept constantly plying between 
the Ship and the main body of the Canoes, counting our Men, and 
talking earnestly to the Natives along side, encouraging them to 
begin the attack. He was suffer'd to proceed in this manner some 
time, when Capt. Gray told him to come near the Ship no more, 
but he still persisted, and was shot dead for his temerity. Also the 
Chief Warrior, of the Canoe along side, was shot, for throwing his 
Spear into the Ship. They then made a precipitate retreat, and the 
trading Indians, who had kept at a small distance viewing the 
transactions, again recommenced their trade with us. They in- 
formed us these Indians, who meant to attack us, was of another 
tribe with them. Canoes with Indians, came along side and traded 
away their Otter Skins, but not without Manifest signs of fear. 

12. The Natives kept bringing furs, which we purchased for 
Copper and Cloth. Iron very dull sale. 

From Pintard's Straits to Columbians Cove. 

13. Weigh'd and came to sail, standing down straits saw a num- 
ber of fishing canoes, at a distance but none came near. Towards 
evening came to in 16 fm. at our former anchorage. See no Indians. 

14. Fair wind and pleasant, weigh'd and stood down straits, 
and at 9 in the evening got clear out bound to Columbia's Cove, 
our place of Rendezvous. Shou'd these straits join with Juan da 
Fuca, which perhaps it does, it must make the whole Coast between 
the Latitudes of 48° 15' and 51*^ 30' North and Longitudes 124° 57' 
and 129° 30' W. a vast Archipalago of Islands. We named the port 
we had entred Fintards, after one of the owners, and I Ve no doubt 
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we are the first discoverers. It is certainly the most dangerous navi- 
gation we have experienced being full of Ledges, small Isles, no 
soundings and excessive strong tides. But I think it affords the 
most Sea Otter skins. We procured upwards of 300 hundred, during 
our stay, and saild up this straits more than 100 miles, and cou'd 
see no end. At our last anchorage, or rather the highest up the 
shore seem'd to trend about ESE. 

15. N. Latt. 51° 17'; Amp'd 21° 14' E. Head wind beating to 
and fro, making slow progress. The entrance of Pintards straits 
bore East, 3 or 4 leagues, 70 fm. water. 

17. N. Latt. 50° 6'; W. Long. 128° 12' O C. Fresh breezes. 
This day spoke the Sloop Adventure, Capt. Haswell, sent our boat 
and Capt. Haswell came on board the Ship. Bore off the Cove. 
'T is remarkable that we both meet within 1 2 leagues of our Rendez- 
vous bound in. The chief of the Sloop's Cruize had been about the 
Charlotte Isles, and had collected about 500 Skins, all prime. On 
the 24th of April Capt. Haswell fell in with the Ship Margaret of 
Boston, James Magee Master. They was on the same business as 
ourselves. At 5 P. M. past Woody point, and at 7 anchored in 
company with the Sloop, in Columbia's Cove. A few Natives ven- 
tured along side, after much coaxing. (Found the Inscription at 
the watering place unmolested.) Took the Skins from Sloop on 
board ship. Sent parties on shore, well arm'd after wood and water. 
Purchased some furs. 

20. Haul'd the Sloop on shore, and graved her. Capt. Haswell 
says she is an excellent sea boat, and sails very well. The Indians 
among whom he traded never offer'd insult. 

21. Got the Sloop off the ways, and fitted her for another Cruize. 

24. Weigh'd and saiPd from the Cove, in company with the 
Adventure, bound to Queen Charlotte Isles. 

25. N. Latt. 50° 37'; W. Long. 129"^ 55'. Fair wind and moder- 
ate breezes. Sloop in company. The coast about 8 leagues distance. 

28. N. Latt. 52° 18'; W. Long. 129° 15'. Fresh winds, all sail 
out running along shore, about 3 leagues distance, with smooth sea. 
Sloop about 2 miles a head. At 2 P. M. the Ship struck a Rock, 
which lay about 7 feet under water and did not break, hove all 
aback, and she came off clear, try'd the pump, and found she 
leak'd 1000 smart strokes per Hour, sounded along the Rock, 
and found no ground at 70 fm. Hoisted a signal for the Sloop, 
and she immediately haul'd her wind for us. Stood off, both 
pumps just keeps the leak under. In the morning bore off to the 
Northward. 

29. N. Latt. 53° i'; W. Long. 131° 41'. Came on a hard gale 
of wind, and although we kept firing Cannon through the night the 
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Sloop paxted from us, as 'twas very thick in the morning. The 
leaks rather increased, and our feelings was not the most agreeable 
on the occasion. 



Off Queen Charlotte Isles (South part). 

30. N. Latt. 51° 57'; W. Long. 131° 10'. This day see the Queen 
Charlotte Isles, stood in pretty close to the South pt. and fother'd 
the Ship with a topsail which we had previously prepared for that 
purpose. This, fortunately for us, stop'd the leak one half. 

July I. N. Latt. 51° 48'. Close in off the South pt. of Queen 
Charlotte Isles from which lay many detached Rocks. We pass'd 
the pt. within two or three miles and left many breakers without 
us in the Offing. We wish to get into Barrells sound. 

2. N. Latt. 51° 49'; W. Long. 130° 30'. Saw the entrance of 
Barrells sound, bearing NW., the wind direct in our teeth. Em- 
ployed turning to windwards, with all the Elements against us. 
Crew all in brave health. 

3. Employed beating to windward through the night, in the 
morning spoke the Ship Margaret^ James Magee, Master. Capt. 
Gray went on board the Margaret, and found Capt. Magee very 
sick. This ship stopt a few days at the Cape De Verds, and made 
her passage in 6 months. They had not been very fortunate in 
trade. Bore away to the Southward, in company with Capt. Magee, 
bound to Columbia's Cove, for the purpose of examining the Colum- 
bians bottom. Fair wind at NW. 

At anchor IN Columbia's Cove. 

5. N. Latt. 50° 6'; W. Long. 128° o'. This day came to in 
Columbia's Cove in company with the Margaret. Several canoes 
came along side, and the Natives appear'd quite chearfuU. 

6. Hoisted all our Cannon, in the longboats of both Ships, made 
a raft of our spare spars on which we put every thing possible that 
wou'd not damage. Struck yards and topmasts. So ends. 

7. Took up the Anchor, and hauld the Ship on shore, on a fine 
beach, at high tide. When the tide ebb'd, 't was discover'd that the 
Ship's keel was split, and the lower part of the Stem was entirely 
gone, within 2 inches of the Wood ends, a great deal of Sheathing 
was off, and three of the plank next to Garboard Streak was stove 
on the larboard side. The Carpenters went to work and put in 
new pieces of plank but it was found impracticable to pretend to 
repair the bows without heaving down, or some such method, and 
this cou'd not be done in our present situation. Nootka Sound, 
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where we knew there was a Spanish settlement, Capt. Gray tho't 
the most proper place, and we all concur'd in the opinion. 

8. Hauld the Ship off, and soon got ready to leave the Cove. 

Bound to Nootka Sound. 

10. N. Latt. 50° 6'; W. Long. 128'' o'. This day weighed, and 
again left the Cove, in company with the Margarett, standing to- 
wards Nootka, but overshot it in the Night, which is a misfortune. 

11. N. Latt. 49° 9'; W. Long. 125° 26'. Abreast Clioquot har- 
bour, and as it's in vain to beat to Nootka with a strong breeze a 
head, we bore up, and towards evening, in company with the Mar- 
garet, anchored in Clioquot harbour. The Natives were at first shy, 
but we prevailed on some of them to come on board. 

12. Capt. Gray, having met with Wickananish on board the 
Margaret, prevailed on him to visit the Columbia, but he did not 
appear happy. However 't was the means of getting more Skins, 
than we otherwise should have done. Employed wooding and water- 
ing (abreast the Ship) and under cover of her Guns. 

15. This day arriv'd in the Harbour the English Brig Venus, 
Henry Sheppard Master, 6 months from Bengali in India. I went 
off to him in the offing, and piloted his Brig to the harbour. He 
informed us that at a small harbour in De Fuca straits, where he was 
at anchor a few days since, there was a Spanish settlement, where 
lay a Spanish 64, the master of which while amusing himself in 
shooting back in the woods, was kill'd by the Indians, in consequence 
of which the Spaniards seized a Canoe full of Natives and massacred 
them all (in cold blood) not even sparing Children. Shocking to 
relate! 

17. Weighed with a fair wind, and left Clioquot bound to Nootka 
sound, to repair the Ship, under the protection of the Spaniards. 
Left the Ship and Brig behind. The wind soon came a head, and 
we began turning to windward, without making much progress. 
However we shall reach it by perseverance. 

19. N. Latt. 49° o'; W. Long. 125° o'. Bad weather and the 
wind direct ahead. This day stood in and anchored in Clioquot 
harbour. Found the Ship made a poor hand beating to windward, 
without a Stem. Found the Brig Venus here, but Capt. Magee had 
sail'd. No canoes off. 

20. Wind favourable, weather more settled. Weighed at Day- 
light, in company with the Venus, and stood to sea. Wind soon 
hauFd in its old quarter. Employed beating to windward towards 
Nootka Sound. 

21. N. Latt. 49"" 17'; W. Long. 126° o'. Wind still at WNW. 
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and fair weather. Saw Breakers point NW. 4 leagues, making short 
hanks. 

22. Weathered away Breakers point and stood towards Nootka 
Sound. Observed the Spanish Colours flying at the Entrance of 
Friendly Cove, but the tide swept us so strong towards some breakers 
on the East shore, and the wind being light oblidg'd us to Anchor 
in 16 fm. rocky bottom. Hoisted our Ensign in a Wiff and fired a 
Gun for assistance which was answered by the Spaniards, Soon 
after see several Boats rowing towards us. Quite calm. 

23. The Boats got alongside. They was sent by the Spanish 
Admirall to our assistance (except one, from an English Store Ship, 
under charge of Mr. Neal, the ist Ofiicer.) This Ship was sent out 
by the British Government, with Stores for Capt. Vancoover, who 
had not yet arriv'd at the Sound. The Spanish boats was under 
the charge of a Pilot, who had orders to Get the Ship to the Cove, 
and lend every assistance. 

At ANCHOR IN Nootka Sound. 

24. N. Latt. 49° 30'; W. Long. 126° 30'. Light breeze from the 
South'd and East'd. Weighed and came to sail, under conduct of 
the Spanish Pilot, who well knew his business, and was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the soundings and tides. Upon passing the Spanish 
fort, at the Entrance of the Cove, we saluted with 7 Guns, which 
was returned. Towards evening came to, in Friendly Cove (Nootka 
sound). Found riding here the Store Ship, a Spanish Sloop of War, 
and the Brig Venus, The Spaniards treated us nobly, and offered 
freely every assistance in their power. We lay in this place till the 
23d August. Shall give the Minutes of our transactions during that 
period. 

25. N. Latt. 49° 30'; W. Long. 126° 30'. Discharged the Ship's 
Cargo and stores, and stored them in a house on shore which the 
Spaniards had lent us for that purpose. Strip'd the Ship to a Gut- 
line, and got the riging all on shore to repair. The Spanish governor 
seem'd highly pleas'd with the dispatch that took place; indeed ev'ry 
man in the Columbia was anxious to get the Ship in readiness to 
pursue her Voyage, well knowing that the time drew nigh when we 
should again be sailing towards our friends in America, and our 
sweet anticipation of the joys that await us there made us use ev'ry 
effort. This Spanish settlement at Nootka, contained about 50 
Houses, indifferently built {except the Governor's, which was rather 
grand than otherways). There was about 200 Inhabitants, con- 
sisting of Spaniards and Peru Indians, but no females. Their fort 
was no great thing, mounted with 6 twenty four and thirty six 
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pounders — the platforms would not bear the weight of metal. 
There was two Botanists resided with the Governour. Capt. Gray- 
took up his lodgings at the governor's request, at his house. 

29. Don. Van Francisco De La Vondego, which was the name 
of the Governor, gave a grand entertainment, at his house, at which 
all the Officers of the Fleet partook. Fifty four persons sat down 
to Dinner, and the plates, which was solid silver was shifted five 
times, which made 270 Plates. The Dishes, Knifes and forks, and 
indeed every thing else was of Silver, and always replaced with 
spare ones. There cou'd be no mistake in this as they never carried 
the dirty plates or Dishes from the Hall where we dined, (as / 
thoughty on purpose to let us see the quantity of plate used by Span- 
iards in South America.) 

31. This day got all ready to heave down, by the Spanish Sloop 
of War, the Governor having granted us his permission. 

August I. HauPd along side the Spanish Ship, fix'd our purchases 
to her, and soon had the Columbia keel out. But was oblidg^d to 
right her again, as she made too much water, her upper works being 
quite weak. Capt. Gray determined to give over the Idea of heav- 
ing her out, and accordingly gave orders to prepare to lay her ashore 
on blocks, 

2. N. Latt. 49° 30'; W. Long. 126° 30'. This day hauFd the 
Ship upon the beach at high water, and placed a long round log 
along her keel fore and aft, endeavouring to trip her over it, but the 
Bottom being ^o flat, she wou'd turn keel out. Other logs was laid, 
and moor'd with Cannon on the Beach, with an intention of laying 
the Ship's Forefoot on them, which we accordingly did at high water, 
the logs laying as far aft as the fore Chains. This method answered 
our most sanguine expectations. At low water, or half ebb, the 
ship's bows lay'd four feet above the beach. In this situation we 
scuttled her Aft, so as to keep her steady in her berth, at high water. 
In three days, by the assistance of the Spanish and English Car- 
penters, a New Stem and part of the Cutwater was put to the Ship. 
Stopt the Scuttle, grav'd the Ship, and hauFd off to our Moorings. 

8. The Spaniards view'd us, with astonishment, and the Gov- 
ernor observed that he believed we cou'd build a ship in a month. 

9. The Brig Bope, Joseph Ingrahim, arriv'd here, on the ist 
from Canton, and sail'd this day on a Cruize. 

10. On the loth arrived here the Ship Buttersworth, from Lon- 
don, Wm. Brown Commander; Ship Margaret, James Magee, and 
Brig Hope, Joseph Ingrahim. 

11. And on the nth arriv'd the Sloop Prince La Boo, Capt. 
Gordon from London. These vessells were all in the fur trade. 
The Laboo was a tender to the Buttersworth. 
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16. The Ship Margaret put to sea, under charge of Mr. Lamb, 
I St Officer Capt. Magee residing with the Spanish governor for the 
benefit of his health. 

22. This Day the Columbia was ready for sea, and in fine order. 
Have painted her complete. 

23. Arriv'd the English brig Three B^s, Leiutenant Alder, Com- 
mander, from London, on a trading Voyage. 

Bound to Charlotte Isles. 

24. Weighed and came to sail, bound for Queen Charlotte Isles, 
Barrells sound, those Isles being the appointed rendezvous, for to 
meet the Adventure, Capt. Haswell. It is but doing Justice to the 
Spaniards at Nootka sound to observe that during our tarry among 
them we was treated with the greatest hospitality, and in fact they 
seem'd to exert themselves, and to feel interested in our behalf. 
May such fine fellows Never be in want of the like assistance shou'd 
they ever stand in need of it from the hands of any American. The 
Governor wou'd Not allow Capt. Gray for to pay one farthing. 

Bound to Nootka Sound. 

25. N. Latt. 49° 30'; W. Long. 126° 30'. Nootka sound is as 
remarkable a place to know from seaward as any I know of. At 
most times latheo peak (a mountain) in the form of a sugar loaf can 
be seen, and there is none other that at all resembles it, on this part 
of the Coast. A long low point, with high Breakers off it, makes the 
SE. part of the Bay. The Western entrance of the sound runs down 
to a low point, with a small round Hill just back of Friendly cove. 

28. N. Latt. 51° 45'; W. Long. 130° 30'. This day made the SE. 
part of the group of Charlotte Isles. A thick fog came on, so that 
we cou'd not reach the sound. Employed beating off and on, wait- 
ing for fair weather. 

30. This day the weather cleared and the Sloop Adventure hove 
in sight standing for Barcl. [Barrells?] sound. This is the second 
time we have met off the place of Rendezvous. Saluted each other 
with 7 Guns. Found Capt. Haswell and Crew all well, and had 
made a successful cruize. We stood into Port Mongommery, a 
small harbour to the North'd of Barrells Sound, which the Adventure 
had visited before, and her Captain named it after our famous 
American General who fell before Quebec while gloriously fighting 
in the defence of our liberties. Graved the Sloop in this place, and 
otherways put her in fine order, to attract the eyes of the Spaniards 
at Nootka, as Capt. Gray meant to sell her to them if possible. Cut 
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some spare spaxs at this place, and wooded and watered the Ship 
for her passage to Canton. Many Natives visited us, and brought 
plenty of fish but few furs. Took out the Skins from the Sloop and 
stow'd them away on board the Ship. 

September 13. Weigh'd and stood to sea, in company with the 
Adventure, bound to Nootka sound. 

21. N. Latt. 49° 30'; W. Long. 126"^ 30'. Abreast the Entrance 
of the Sound. A Spanish Brig in sight to leeward, which hove to 
and fir'd a Gun. We immediately bore off for her. She was the 
Acteva of 14 Guns, with the Spanish Governor of Nootka on board, 
bound to Peru. He told Capt. Gray that he wou'd wait 10 days at a 
small Spanish settlement, in Juan De Fuca straits, where he was 
then going, for to leave some orders, previous to his leaving the 
Coast. He appeared anxious to have the Sloop, and Haswell was 
not backward in displaying her to the best advantage. Towards 
evening we anchored in Friendly Cove, having saluted the Spanish 
Governor with 13 Guns when we parted. Found riding in the Cove 
His Majesty's Ships Discovery and Chatham, The Dedalus, Store 
Ship, Capt. [Thomas] New, Ship Margaret, of Boston, Capt. Magee, 
English Brig Fens, Capt. Duffin, English Sloop Jackhall, Capt. 
Steward, and a Spanish Line of Battle Ship of 74 Guns. Spanish 
Colours still flying at the fort, the Governor having refused to give 
up the Sound to Capt. Vancoover who was authorized by his Gov- 
ernment for to take possession of it. However the Spaniards told 
Vancoover that he might have that particular place where Capt. 
[John] Hears made his small settlement, and built a Sloop, which 
was very inconsiderable. Capt. Vancoover insisted upon having 
the whole or none. However they both agreed to let the business 
remain (in statu quo), to remain friends, and write home to their 
respective Courts, on the subject of dispute. 

Juan de Fuca Straits. 

22. Weigh'd in company with the Sloop, and left Nootka bound 
to Port Ne-ar in Juan de Fuca straits. Fair wind and pleasant 
weather. 

23. N. Latt. 49° 9'; W. Long. 125° 26' O C. Close in with 
Clioquot harbour. In the morning saw two Sail in the NW. At 
Meridian Tatooch's Isle on the SE. entrance of the Straits bore 
E3^S. 8 or 9 leagues. 

24. N. Latt. 48° 30'; W. Latt. 123'' 45'. Spoke the Spanish 
Brig Acteva, with the Governor on board. They was much sup- 
priz'd at our being in the Straits as soon as they was. At dark the 
Spanish Brig hove to under her tops'ls. We kept plying all night 
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for our Port, and in the Morning got safe to anchor in Co with the 
Sloop Adventure. Found riding here the Spanish Ship Princessa of 
64 Guns, and Brig Hope, Capt. Ingrahim. This was a small, good 
harbour, situate about 5 leagues from Cape Flattery, within the 
straits of De Fuca. The Spaniards had erected a Cross upon the 
beach, and had about 10 Houses and several good Gardens. Several 
Natives along side, and a few prime Skins was purchased, {with 
plenty of fine Halibut). I went with the Pinnace to the Assistance 
of the Acteva, she having been oblidg'd to anchor near Cape Flat- 
tery, in a dangerous situation. When I came on board, instead of 
using every effort to get clear of the threatning Danger, they was 
performing Mass. However soon got under way and stood for 
Port Ne-ar. 

25. N. Latt. 48° 35'; W. Long. 123° 30'. The Acteva anchored 
in company. Saluted the Governor with 13 Guns, which was re- 
turned. Employed filling up our Water, and getting ready for our 
passage across the Pacific Ocean. 

26. Spanish Officers from both ships, together with Capt. In- 
graham, dined on board the Columbia. Fired, on their coming, and 
going away, two Foederall salutes. 

27. Saild the Princessa for Nootka sound. Ships crew are all in 
prime health. Natives constantly visit us, but they do not like the 
Spaniards. 

28. This day sold the Sloop Adventure to the Spanish Governor, 
for 72 Prime Sea Otter Skins, worth 55 Dollars each in Canton, 
which is equal to 4960$., which at 50 per Ct. advance home, is 7440 
Spanish Piasters, a good price. He wanted her as a present to the 
Viceroy of Mexico. Before delivery we took out all her provisions 
and stores, with a New Cable and Anchor. 

29. Saild this day the Brig Acteva and Sloop Adventure, under 
Spanish Colours, bound to Acapulco. We saluted on their departure 
with 9 Guns which was returned. 

30. Weigh'd and saild from Port Near, bound across the Straits 
for a Cove, calFd by us Poverty. Same evening anchored, in 7 
fathom. Found this harbour much snuger for our business. The 
Indians brought a few Skins and plenty of fish and some train oil, 
which last article we much wanted. 

October 1. Employ 'd wooding and watering and getting the Ship 
in order. Cut many spare spars. 

3. Weighed for the last time on the NW Coast, and left Poverty 
Cove, bound for Canton in China, via Sandwich Islands. Our 
feelings on this occasion are easier felt than described. Our friends 
at Home and ev'ry endearing Idea rushed so full upon us, and made 
us so happy, that 't was im^possible, for a while, to get the Ship in 
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readiness for bad weather, and full allowance of Grog being serv'd 
on the occasion, made our worthy Tars join in the general Mirth — 
and so we go. 

N. Latt. 48° 25'; W. Long. 123° 30'. At noon Cape Flattery bore 
East 7 leagues. Steering SW. Wind NE. Soon lost sight of the 
Mountains of North America. 

9. N. Latt. 44° 51'; W. Long. 128° 34'; Amp'd 14° 37' E. 

II. N. Latt. 43° 7'; W. Long. 129^ 5'; Amp'd if 17' E. O C . 
Pleasant weather. Wind at West. Ship's Crew in health. 

16. N. Latt. 34° 7'; W. Long. 138° 6'; Azi. 10° 58' E. Pleasant 
gales and fair weather. 

17. N. Latt. 32° 54'; W. Long. 138° 42'; Azi. 11° 46' E. Pleasant 
gales and fair weather. 

21. N. Latt. 28° 10'; W. Long. 142° 24'; Azi. 10° o' E. Crew 
all in health, and wind and weather propitious. Took NE trade 
winds this day. 

26. N. Latt. 20° 15'; W. Long. 150° 39'; Azi. 6° 7'; Amp'd 6° 
SS^ E. Warm and pleasant, with a smooth sea. 

28. N. Latt. 20° 5'; W. Long. 154° 52' * C:. Spoke the Brig 
FenSy Capt. Duffan, bound to Canton. The first lieutenant ^ of the 
Discovery y Capt. Vancoover, was a passenger on board this Vessell, 
bound home, with dispatches for Government. 

Sandwich Isles. Pacific Ocean. 

29. N. Latt. 20"^ 14'; W. Long. 154° 20'. Made the Isle of 
Owhyhee,^ one of the Sandwich Isles, where the famous Circum- 
navigator, Capt. James Cook was killed by the Natives. Stand- 
ing towards the Isles, it having been seen at 15 leagues distant. 

30. Hove to, for some Canoes, and purchased 11 Hogs, from 
the Natives, and plenty of vegetables, such as Sweet Potatoes, 
Yams, tarro etc. These Canoes was very neatly made, but quite 
narrow. The Outrigger kept them steady, or else, I think, they 
wou'd too easily upset in the Sea. The Men were fine stately looking 
fellows, and the Women quite handsome. They were all in a state 
of Nature, except a small covering round the middle. Not many of 
the Columbians Crew prov'd to be Josepths. Run along very near 
the Isles, and hove to off Karakakoa Bay. Some double Canoes 
came alongside. These was suspended apart by large rafters, well 
supported. The Masts were rig'd between the canoes, and they 
carried their mat sails a long time, sailing very fast. The Shore was 
lined with people. 

31. N. Latt. 20° 14'; W. Long. 154° 50'. Stood round the 

* Lieutenant Mudge? 2 Hawaii. 
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Island and hauPd into Toaj yah yah bay/ and hove to. Vast many 
canoes sailing in company with us. The shore made a delightful 
appearance, and appeared in the highest state of cultivation. Many 
canoes along side, containing beautiful Women. Plenty of Hogs 
and fowls, together with most of the Tropical fruits in abundance; 
great quantities of Water, and Musk, Mellons, Sugar Cane, Bread 
fruit, and salt was brought for sale. The price of a large Hog was 
from 5 to 10 spikes — smaller ones in proportion. 6 Dunghill fowls 
for an Iron Chizzle, and fruit cheaper still. 

November i. This day, having on board 93 Hogs and great quan- 
tities of Fruits and Vegetables, we bore away from this enchanting 
Island bound to OnehoWy^ after more Yams and to put a Native on 
shore, >vhich the Captain had taken from that Isle on his former 
voyage. Pass'd the Isles of Tahousa,^ Rainai,^ Mower, ^ and Wha- 
how,^ left them to the North'd of us. 

2. N. Latt. 21° 59'; W. Long. 160° o'. Pass'd Atooi, and steer'd 
for Yam bay in Onehow. In the morning was well into the bay. 
Vast many canoes off, in one of which was the Father and other 
relations of our Sandwich Island Lad. They came on board and 
the meeting was very affectionate, but still our Lad refused to go 
on shore and Capt. Gray did not think proper for to force him. 
However made his friends many presents. Purchased some Hogs 
here, and great quantitys of Cocoa Nuts, with a good lot of Nice 
line for Rising etc. 

3. Bore off and made all sail for the Coast of China, and soon 
lost sight of these beautiful Isles, the Inhabitants of which appeared 
to me to be the happiest people in the world. Indeed there was 
something in them so frank and chearful that you cou'd not help 
feeling prepossesd in their favour. 

4. N. Latt. 19° 56'; W. Long. 163° 58'. Pleasant NE. trade 
winds, with smooth sea. Crew all in health. KilFd and salted 17 
large Hogs. We followed Capt. Cook's plan, by taking out the 
Bones, and laying the Meat, (after salting), between two Hatches, 
with a heavy Weight on them, through the Night and in the morn- 
ing early, after a good examination, pack'd it away in Barrells, 
using strong pickle. This method answerd ev'ry purpose. 

13. N. Latt. 15° 49'; W. Long. 185° 25'; E. Long. 174° 35'; 
Amp'd 13° 23' E. Keep the people employed cleaning furs. 

24. N. Latt. 15° 50'; W. Long. 212° 29'; E. Long. 147° 31'; 
Azi. 9° 56' E. This is pleasant sailing, have not experienced a squall 
since leaving the Islands, and the sea quite smooth, although a fresh 
NE. trade. Crew all well. 

1 Kawaihae Bay? ^ Niihau. ^ Kahoolawe? 

* Lanai? ^ Maui. ^ Oahu. 
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29. N. Latt. 18° 24'; W. Long. 226° 15'; E. Long. 133° 45'; Azi. 
and Amp'd 7° 12' E. Sea grows more rough, and the weather a 
little squally. 

Bashee Isles and Coast of China. Pacific Ocean. 

December 3. N. Latt. 20° 30'; W. Long. 232° 28'; E. Long. 127° 
32' O (T. This day, contrary to our expectation, we made the 
Bashee Isles, at 10 leagues distance to the Westward. Have ex- 
perienced strong Currents in our favour, since leaving the Sandwich 
Isles. As we cou'd not weather, with the wind at NE., 't was 
thought best to run between Grafton and Monmouth Isles, bore off 
accordingly. 

4. Fresh breeze. At 6 P. M. we were between the Islands, 
doubled pretty near Grafton, and luff'd close under the lea'd of 
Orange Isle. Saw a number of fires on the shore, but it was too dark 
to make any observations. When clear of the group hauld close on 
a wind for the Coast of China. 

5. N. Latt. 21° 48'; Correct W. Long. 239° 29'; Correct E. Long. 
120° 31'; Azi. and Amp'd 2° 41' W. 16 O O * C C. d Sights. 
Saw the Island of Formosa, bearing EBN. at Meridian, 12 leagues. 
Fair NE. Monsoon. 

6. N. Latt. 22° 20'; W. Long. 243° 38'; E. Long. 116° 22'. Saw 
the Main land of China, bearing NW. 8 leagues, at Meridian above 
100 sail of fishing boats in sight. Soundings 23 fathom sand and 
ouze. 

7. N. Latt. 22° 7'; W. Long. 244° 57'; E. Long. 115° 3'. Pass'd 
the Island, or rather Rock of Pedro Branca, (or Blanco) ^^ at Day- 
light. It was of a conical shape and appeared perfectly white. At 
Noon, the Grand Lema Island bore WSW., 5 leagues. Hundreds of 
fishing boats in sight. At 3 P. M. passed the Lema, leaving it on our 
larboard hand. At 6 got a Pilot on board, who agreed to carry us 
to Macao roads, for 25 Dollars. Stood between the Lema Islands 
all night, with a light breeze. 

Macao Roads. Coast of China. 

8. This morning early anchor'd in Macao roads, 14 fm. muddy 
bottom. Not liking our situation weighed and shifted our berth 
nigher to Macao, and anchor'd in 4)^ fm. Mud. The Fort at Macao 
bearing S 8° 8' W. 4 miles, and the outermost of the Nine Isles 
N 8° E. Capt. Gray went to Macao, in the pinnace. A Black fellow 
came on board and informed us that Capt. Kendrick, in the Lady 

^ Pedra Branca. 
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Washington, lay in Lack's Bay, and that the Brig had been dis- 
masted in the Chinese seas about two months before, in a Tuffoon, 
being again bound for the NW. Coast. Kendrick was refitting his 
vessell again. 

9. Capt. Gray returned on board, he informed us that Capt. 
Kendrick saild for the NW. in September last, in company with a 
small tender he had fitted in Macao. He was out four days when 
the Tuffoon overtook him. The Brig laid on her Beam ends for 
some time before they cut away the Masts. She then righted, and 
the gale abating steer'd for Macao. The whole surface of the sea 
was cover'd with the Wrecks of Chinese Boats, and many of the 
poor fishermen was still hanging to pieces of the Boats. Capt. 
Kendrick pick'd up above thirty of the poor fellows, and was obligd 
to pass a great many that he cou'd not assist. He arriv'd in Lacks 
Bay, the 7th day after the Gale. A Macao Boat came along side, 
with two European gentlemen, and purchased of us 21 pistale of 
Iron at 7$ per pistal. A River pilot took charge for 40$ to take the 
Ship to Whampoa. 

10. Weighed, with the wind at NE. early in the morning making 
slow progress; in the evening anchored below Lintin bar, in 5 fathom. 
Next morning weighed and beat up to the Boca Tigris, and anchor 'd 
in 17 fm. 

Canton River, China. 

12. This day arrived to our Moorings at Whampoa, having been 
oblidged to beat the whole way from Macao roads. Found riding 
here 47 sail of European Ships, and 6 American Do. Capt. Gray 
went to Canton, in the pinnace. We lay'd at this place till the 2d 
of February, during which time we give the Ship a complete overhaul 
from her keel to the truck. We hauFd the Ship a shore, on Dutch 
Island beach, and graved. This business cost 150$ (paid to the 
Proprietors of the beach). The whole expence accruing to the Co- 
lumbia at Canton amounted to the enormous sum of 7000 Spanish $. 
The other Furs were landed at Canton, and delivered to the Hong 
Merchants, for 90,000$, average 45 Dollars each. The Land furs 
sold quite low, in proportion. 

The Ship was laden with a full Cargo of Teas and Nanken with a 
small proportion of Sugar and China Porcelain. 'T is the Custom 
in this place to engage with a Contractor to supply the Ship with 
provisions and other stores. They call themselves Compadores. 
You must give them a certain Sum, generally 150$ before they'll 
undertake. The first of these fellows that was engaged run away 
with 250$ in our debt. This Money was advanced him previous to 
our having a Security Merchant; otherways it wou'd have been 
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recovered. These security Merchants ev'ry ship must have before 
they can transact business, as the government looks to them for the 
Amount of Duties. Capt. Gray generally staid at Canton and the 
OflScers by turns, and ev'ry man on board had two Days liberty 
allowed him. 

We had a building, made of Bamboo and Covered with Matts, 
nearly abreast the Ship on the Banks of the River. This was found 
by the Compadore and answered very well for to put the Ship's 
stores in while careening and loading. An Officer and gang of hands 
was stationed at this place, as a guard. There was two large boats 
stationed along side the Ship, with Customs house officers on board, 
the whole time we lay'd in the river. A family resided in each boat 
(they being completely shelter'd). The Manderine had an apart- 
ment by himself. 

1793, January i. Rec'd a letter from Capt. Kendrick, who in- 
form'd us of the death of Messrs. Wood and Stodderd, two young 
men of Boston. I believe they liv'd too fast for the climate. 

When we arrived at Whampoa there was upwards of a dozen fine 
Hogs on deck, which we had reserved for the Passage home. The 
Rasscles of the Chinese found means to throw them some poisinous 
stuff, which kiird the whole of them. But we took notice as soon 
as they was thrown overboard they was eagerly seiz'd, and no doubt 
was feasted upon by the poor of the River; indeed nothing escap'd 
their clutches — the Entrails of Poultry, or Dead Rats serv'd equally 
alike to appease these half starved wretches that constantly sur- 
rounds the shipping. However I always remark'd that they was 
very nice in their Cookery, and Rice was always a part of ev'ry 
Mess. No Indians we had ever visited during the Voyage was more 
complete in the Art of thieving than the Chinese of the lower order, 
on this River. And in fact they appeared to me to be the greatest 
Villains in the Universe. (These remarks are only as respects the 
common people.) The Chinese Gentleman is of a very different 
character, and indeed I was highly pleas'd with the polite attention 
shewn to strangers at Canton, by the Mandarines and Merchants 
at that place; indeed among themselves they appear to stand upon 
the nicest Etiquette, The Chinese merchant is very particular in 
his business, and very nice in his calculations, and no part of his 
affairs appear to be unnotic'd by him. In making a bargain they 
are very shrewd; when closed they are faithful as to quantity, but 
for quality you must be constantly on your guard or else 't is certain 
the Goods will not turn out as expected, and the only satisfaction 
you will get from them is that you ought to have looked sharper, 
and at the same [time] will try to console you by this remark, that 
on another Voyage you will be better acquainted with the mode of 
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doing business at Canton. Upon the whole, the Candour that is 
about the Chinese merchant makes some amends for the general 
complaint against them, that they will cheat you, if they can — 
therefore your business is to see that they shall not, 

'Tis surprizing to observe the business that is going on in the 
Suburbs of Canton; the streets are generally thronged with people, 
all busily engaged in their several avocations; the Shops well stocked 
with Goods, and appear to meet with encouragement. Few Women 
are to be seen. These (if Chinese) have the small crippled feet, the 
Ancle looking like an Horse's hoof. If Tarter, the feet is of the 
natural growth. So much has been said about Canton, and the 
Manners and Customs of the Chinese, that 't is needless for me to 
make any further remarks on the subject. 

From Canton towards the Straits of Banca. 

February 2. This day the Pilot came on board and took charge. 
Unmoored and stood down the River. Left but 7 Ships behind, all 
English and Swedes. 

4. Anchored this day below the Bars. Wind generally in our 
teeth, work along with the tides. 

6. Anchor'd just above the Boca Tigris; in the Night the Chinese 
rasscles cut the cable, although we kept a good watch. Let go an- 
other, and brought up. In the morning, the Buoy being taken 
away, cou'd not recover the Anchor. Therefore left it with 9 fm. 
Cable. 

7. Pass'd the Boca Tigris, and stood for Macao roads. 

8. Ran through Macao Roads, and stood to sea. The Pilot left 
us. Took a departure from the Macao Fort, it lying in Latitude 
22° 13' North, and Longitude 113° 52' East of London. Some 
Chinese junks in company. Find the Ship requires one Pump pretty 
steady to keep her free. However as it has been a steady leak for 
some time it is not looked upon as a serious affair. The Wind pre- 
vails from the Eastern board, and is very squally. 

The Ship's Crew are all well and hearty, and looking forward, 
with anxious solicitude, to a happy meeting of Sweethearts and 
Wives. How can we be otherways than happy, when anticipating 
the joys that awaits us there!! 

9. N. Lat. 19° 57'; W. Long. 246° 39'; E. Long. 113° 21'; Azi. 
1° 43' W. Wind at SE. Pleasant weather. Two Chinese Junks in 
company. 

10. N. Lat. 19° 35'; W. Long. 245° 44'; E- Long. 114° 16'; Amp'd 
0° 43' W. Wind SSW. Junks in company. Very pleasant, light 
airs. 
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12. N. Lat. 17° 31'; W. Long. 246° 35'; E. Long. 113° 25'. Azi. 
0° 48' W. Wind SE. and pleasant weather. See Boobies often. 

14. N. Lat. 15° 2'; W. Long. 246° 14'; E. Long. 113° 46'. Took 
the wind at NE., which I suppose is the Monsoon. 

18. N. Lat. 9° 44'; W. Long. 250° 48'; E. Long. 109° 12'. At 
Midnight saw a small Isle bearing SWBS. i league, and soon after 
see Pulo Sapata, bearing SBE. 2 leagues to the North'd. At 6 A. M. 
bore off and made sail. Wind ENE. Cou'd not weather Pulo 
Sapata. Passed two miles to the Westward of it. When the Isle 
bore East, a large White Rock or Isle bore NNW., 6 or 7 leagues 
distant. At 9 was clear of Sapata, and see no dangers in the track 
we pursued, although I believe 't was quite an unfrequented one. 
This Sapata Isle is very properly named, as it has every appearance 
of a Shoe — after which it is called in Malay. Bore off to the west'd 
with an intention of striking soundings off Pulo Condore. Pulo 
Sapata, Latitude is 10° 4', and 109° 10' E. 

19. N. Lat. 8° 4'; W. Long. 252° 4'; E. Long. 107° 56'. Regular 
NE. Monsoon. Soundings at Noon 26 fathom, fine sand. 

20. N. Lat. 6° 9'; W. Long. 252° 46'; E. Long. 107° 14'. Sound- 
ings at Noon, 32 fm., fine sand. 

21. N. Lat. 4° 28'; W. Long. 253° 23'; E. Long. 106° 37'; Azi. 
1° 18' E. Soundings at Noon 45 fm., steady Monsoon. 

22. N. Lat. 3^ o'- W. Long. 255° 5'; E. Long. 104° 55'. The 
Islands of Pulo Timon, Aore, and Tissang ^ in sight to the South- 
ward. At Noon Pulo Aore bore SBWJ^ 10 leagues. Soundings 35 
fathom. 

23. N. Lat. 0° 56'; W. Long. 254° 20'; E. Long. 105° 40'. Sound- 
ings at Noon 35 fm., Sand and Mud. 

24. S. Lat. 0° 44'; W. Long. 254° 46'; E. Long. 105° 14'. This 
day saw Pulo Taya to the westward. At Noon Pulo Taya ^ bore 
WNW. 6 leagues, the Seven Islands, SBE. Experience a current 
to the Southward this 24 hours, the Monsoon moderate. 

25. S. Lat. 1° 43'; W. Long. 255° 9'; E. Long. 104° 51'. Passed 
between Taya and the Seven Isles, distance from Seven Isles about 
4 leagues. More Islands hove in sight to the SE. At Sunset saw 
land, which we took for Monopin Hill. Laid off and on through the 
Night under short sail. Soundings from 8 to 16 fathom. At day- 
light Monopin Hill bore SBE, 7 leagues. Bore off. At Meridian 
Monopin Hill bore EJ^N and the Sumatra shore WSW., the ship 
nearest the Banca Shore, strong currents to the Southward. Sound- 
ings 18 fathom. 

1 Tioman, Aor and Pemangil or Tingy? * Saya. 
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Straits of Banca. 

26. S. Lat. 2° 43'. Enter'd the Straits of Banca, and stood to 
the SE. At 5 P. M. Monopin Hill bearing NNW, the Ship being 
Y2 nearest to the Banca shore from Sumatra on. We shoaPd the 
water very sudden from 10 to 3 fathoms, rocks, bore off to the 
South and West, and soon deep'd it again. This must have been 
on the Fredrick Hendrik Shoal. 

In the evening came to on the Sumatra shore, 9 fm. Mud, strong 
tides. 3d point bore EBS 2 leagues. 

At daylight got under way, and stood down straits. At 10 abreast 
the Nanka Isles, a number of Malay proas in sight. At 11 A. M. a 
dangerous shoal bore West i league, high breakers. At Noon 
observed as above, ist pt. bore SBE 4 leagues. 

27. S. Lat. 4° 21'; W. Long. 253° 43'; E. Long. 106° 17' O C. 
Winds from NW. and pleasant. At 2 P. M. pass'd a Moorish Sloop, 
at anchor. She was strongly man'd and arm'd. I believe she was a 
Pirate, Many Proas about. At Sunset the Isle of Lucepara bore 
SEBE 3 leagues, and ist point on Sumatra, SWBS. Pass'd nearest 
to the Sumatra Shore, the shoalest water 43^ fm. and when through 
deep'd it to 12 and 14 fm. A strong tide in favour. At Noon 
observed as above. 

28. S. Lat. 4° 39'; W. Long. 253° 50'; E. Long. 106° 10' * C. 
Depth of Water, from 10 to 14 fm. throughout these 24 hours. 
Wind from the West'd, and very dark weather. Bound towards 
the Straits of Sunda. 

March i. S. Lat. 5° 9'. At sunset see the Two Sister^ Isles to 
the Southward, wind to the SW. and very light. Soundings from 
12 to 14 fm. At dark came to off the Sumatra shore, at 23^^ leagues 
distant, g}/2 fm. Mud. In the morning got under way. At Noon 
observed Lat. as above, the Sisters bearing SSE. 2 miles. 

2. S. Lat. 5° 25'. Wind at West. Soundings throughout this 
24 hours from 12 to 15 fm. Found these Isles of Sisters to be sur- 
rounded with Dangerous Reefs. In the evening came to in 12 fm. 
Muddy bottom. Hogs point on Sumatra in sight bearing South 
II leagues, and North Island SWBS 3^W. In the morning weighed 
and stood towards North Isle. At Noon observed as above. 

At North Isle and Straits of Sunda. 

3. Winds moderate and cloudy, working towards North Isles 
Roads. At sunset came to in the Roads, 15 fm. muddy bottom. 
Pass'd several Turtle and Water Snakes between the Sisters and 

1 Two Brothers? 
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our anchorage. The two ships shew English Colours. In the morn- 
ing early shifted our berth nearer the watering place, and at 7 A. M. 
anchored in 15 fm. Hoisted out all the Boats, and dispatched them 
for water. The ships that lay in the Road was an English 64, Capt. 
Gore,^ and the Indostan India Company Ship, Capt. Mackintosh. 
The Lion had on board Mr. Macartney,^ a Minister from the British 
Government to the Court of Pekin. We took Dispatches for them 
to leave at St. Helena. Towards evening these ships saiPd for 
Batavia. Two Dutch Guard of Coasters anchored in company with 
us. By night we had filPd up all our water and purchased a good 
quantity of Poultry and Fruit of the Malays at the Beach. I landed, 
with the charge of our boats, found above 200 Malays round the 
watering place. They was completely arm'd, with Creases, (or 
Daggers), but was quite friendly. However I did not allow the 
Boats to touch the beach and only let 6 men beside myself land, 
and swam the water casks off to the boats, when filVd. This method 
I thought but prudent, as the Malays had kill'd one of the Lion's 
crew, while washing cloaths at the brook. I cannot say that I 
experienced the most agreeable sensations while on this duty. 

4. Employed variously. Got a good quantity of Wood from 
North Isle. The watering place being on Sumatra, we see no Na- 
tives on North Isle. 

5. Weighed and saiPd from North Island Roads, bound through 
Sunda straits, pass'd the Qepthan Isles and Stroon Rock, upon 
which was high breakers. Pass'd it on the larboard hand. At 
Meridian Crackatoa Isle bore SSW. 4 miles, sounding 20 fm. St. 
Tamanies Isle NNE. Wind SSW. 

6. S. Lat. 6° 2'. Wind from SW. to NW. and very squally 
weather, with heavy rain. Turning to windward between Princes 
Island and Crokatore and in the Night came very near depositing 
the Ship upon the Qu Klip rocks. However good luck prevail'd. 
Crew all in health. 

7. S. Lat. 6° 39'. At Meridian Princes Isle bore East and Java 
Head ESE. 5 leagues. Wind from NW. Stood to the southward. 

8. S. Lat. f 13'; W. Long. 255° 7,6'', E. Long. 104° 24'. Steady 
NW. Monsoon and pleasant. 

9. S. Lat. 8° 4'; W. Long. 255° 47'; E. Long. 104'' 13'; Amp'd 
1° 24' East. Wind WSW. and squally weather. 

13. S. Lat. 10° 47'; W. Long. 257° 40'; E. Long. 102° 20' © C. 
This day took the SE. trade winds after having experienced the 
NW. Monsoon quite variable from SSW. to NNW., and weather 
much unsettled, with plenty of rain and a continual swell from the 
Southward. Many Boobies about us. 

^ Erasmus Gower. ^ George Macartney, Earl Macartney (173 7-1806). 
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20. S. Lat. 15° 32'; W. Long. 270° 16'; E. Long. 89° 44'; Azi. 1° 
54' E. This is an uncommon Variation for the place. Have had 
fine weather since taking the SE. Trades. 

27. S. Lat. 17° i'; W. Long. 280° 57'; E. Long. 79° 3'. Have 
had the wind from the west'd these three days past, with squally 
weather. This day it drew to the SE. again. Caught several 
Dolphin. 

30. S. Lat. 16° 32'; W. Long. 286° 5'; E. Long. 73° 55'; Azi. 
4° 38' W. Pleasant SE Trade winds. 

April I. S. Lat. 16° 55'; W. Long. 289° 25'; E. Long. 70° 35'; 
Azi. 7° 36' W. Have experienced a little Thunder and Lightning, 
for several days at intervals. 

3. S. Lat. 18° 52'; W. Long. 295° o'; E. Long. 65° o'; Azi. 14° o' 
W. Fresh trades and Hazy weather. 

Saw THE Isle of Roderigue and Mauritius. Southern 

Ocean. 

4. S. Lat. 19° 37'; W. Long. Corrected 297^ 10'; E. Long. 62° 
50' O € . This day made the Isle of Roderigue bearing SW. The 
Ship having experienced a current to the West'd since leaving the 
Straits of Sunda. Found this Island to be surround'd with danger- 
ous Reefs — the one on its NW. extends many miles into the Sea. 

5. S. Lat. 19° 44'; W. Long. 299° 11'; E. Long. 60° 49'; Azi. 10° 
4' W. Amp'd 9° 58' W. Wind from the south'd and pleasant. 

7. S. Lat. 20° 36'; W. Long. 302° 19'; E. Long. 57° 41'. Saw the 
Isle of France at daylight. At noon the South pt. of Mauritius bore 
WNW, 8 leagues, very high uneven land. 

8. S. Lat. 21° 36'; W. Long. 303° 38'; E. Long. 56° 22'. Pleasant 
trade winds. Saw the Isle of Bourbon. At noon it bore NW. 10 or 
1 2 leagues. Exceeding mountainous. 

10. S. Lat. 24° 4'; W. Long. 307° 55'; E. Long. 52^ 5'; Azi. 18° 
51' W. Fresh SE. trades and squally. Crew all well. 

14. S. Lat. 28° 2'; W. Long. 315° 59'; E. Long. 44° i'. Azi. 22° 
25' W. O C O *. Wind still at SE. and pleasant weather. 

17. S. Lat. 30° 41'; W. Long. 323° 44'; E. Long. 36° 16' O <I^- 
This day the SE. trades left us, and immediately took the wind 
from NW. 

19. S. Lat. 29° 32'; W. Long. 325° 49'; E. Long. 34*" 11'; Azi. and 
Amp'd 23'' 50' W. C O * 16 O (T Sights. Wind at SW. and 
pleasant cool weather. Current setting to the NE. 

21. S. Lat. 29° 37'; W. Long. 326° 48'; E. Long. 33"* 12'; Azi. 25° 
30' W. Wind from west, and pleasant. 

23. S. Lat. 31° 11'; W. Long. 328° 20'; E. Long. 31° 40'; Azi. and 
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Amp'd 27° 56' W. Wind from the Eastward. Experience a strong 
current setting to the North. 

28. S. Lat. 33° 58'; W. Long. 336° 13'; E. Long. 23° 47'; Amp'd 
28° 28' W. Have had much blowing weather for some time. This 
day saw the land about Muscle Bay/ at 11 leagues distance. At 
Noon Cape Talhado bore NW. The current has changed, and now 
sets strong to the SW. Wind from the Westward. 

Off the Cape of Good Hope. 

29. S. Lat. 34"^ 12'; W. Long. 337° 6'; E. Long. 22° 54'. Sound- 
ings 45 fm. Black sand, 2Y2 leagues from land, many smoakes on 
shore. At Noon the land in sight bore from North to ENE., a 
strong current in favour. Wind right a head. 

30. S. Lat. 34° 22'; W. Long. 338° 3'; E. Long. 21° ^1 Q<L^ 
Many Gannetts and some seals round. Passed Cape St. Brass, saw 
the 7 Hills, and a number of Fires on the shore through the Night. 
Generally keep about 5 leagues from the Coast. Wind a head. So 
ends. 

May I. S. Lat. 34° 49'; W. Long. 340° 9'; E. Long. 19° 51'; Amp'd 
25° 18' W. Land at 10 leagues distance, 75 fm. sand and shells. 
A current to the S & W. 

2. S. Lat. 34° 29'; W. Long. 340° 27'; E. Long. 19° 33'; Azi. 26'' 
24' W. Wind steady from the Westward, not even allowing us a 
tolerable slant. Sounding 54 fm. grey sand with shells. Keep an 
offing generally of about 6 or 7 leagues, the land very mountainous 
in our present situation. At Noon the land 5 leagues distance, 57 
fm., fine grey sand and shells. 

3. S. Lat. 34° 32'; W. Long. 337° 30'; E. Long. 22° ^d Q<L, 
Fresh gales, employed working to windward. 

4. S. Lat. 35° i'; W. Long. 340° o'; E. Long. 20° o' O C. At 
length, thank God, the wind chang'd to the Eastward, made all 
sail, hauFd more to the Southward to clear Cape LaguUas.^ 

5. S. Lat. 34° 40'; W. Long. 340° 30'; E. Long. 19° 30' O (T. 
Saw the Table land and Gunners Quoin to the East of False bay. 
At Noon Cape Point bore NW'd 10 leagues. Wind SE. Bore off 
to the North'd and West'd. 

9. S. Lat. 31° 29'; W. Long. 344° 39'; E. Long. 15° 21'; Azi. 22° 
o' W. Wind from the Westward. 

ID. S. Lat. 30° 24'; W. Long. 346° 28'; E. Long. 13° 32'; Azi. 
21° 40' W. Wind at SW. and fair weather. Crew all in health. 

13. S. Lat. 27° 7'; W. Long. 350° 52'; E. Long. 9° 8'; Amp'd 
20^ 34' W. O <I . Winds still from SW to NW. 

^ Mossel Bay. * Agulhas. 



272 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

i6. S. Lat. 24° 27'; W. Long. 353° i'; E. Long. 6° 59'; Azi & 
Amp'd 20° 26', 19° 22' W. O C * ^ . Winds steady from the West- 
ward. 

17. S. Lat. 24° 27'; W. Long. 353° 16'; E. Long. 6° 44'; O C. 
Amp'd 20° 30'. Tight winds for men in a hurry, steady at NW. 

20. S. Lat. 20° 9'; W. Long. 357"^ 3'; E. Long. 2° 57'. This day 
took the SE. trade winds box'd her away for St. Helena. 

21. Passed the Meridian of London. 

St. Helena Island. 

25. S. Lat. 15'' 54'; W. Long. 5° 46'. Saw the Island of St. 
Helena at Sunset. Hove to for the night. Early in the morning 
sent a boat in to ask permission of the Governor to anchor in the 
Bay. At 9 the Boat returned, and the officer reported favorably. 
Bore off, and at 10 anchor'd in Chapell Vally bay, in 14 fm. mud 
and sand, the Church bearing SE. Found riding here several Eng- 
lish India and Whale Ships — waiting for Convoy. At this place 
we first heard of the War and troubles in Europe, and that poor 
Louis was a head shorter. Capt. Gray landed to visit the Gover- 
nor. Employed watering. The Lieutenant Governor (by name 
Robinson) paid us a visit. He appear'd to be an excellent man and 
was anxious to obtain curiositys from us, to put in his Museum. He 
appear'd gratify'd with the Collection that was presented him. I 
must confess that I was agreeably surpriz'd on landing at James 
Town, for from the appearance it has from the Ship at anchor you 
feel prepossessed against it, but to me, when on shore, 't was quite 
a pleasant place, and the sight of an English Lady made my heart 
feel all in an uproar — and alas ! the poor Sandwich Isle Girls were 
entirely forgot. So it is, and we cannot help it. 

26. S. Lat. 15° 54'; W. Long. 5° 46'. Finished watering, and got 
ready for sea. I made an excursion in company with a Brother 
Officer to view the Company's Garden, and was amply rewarded for 
my trouble. T was kept in fine order. St. Helena had been visited 
by a famine, not long since, which carried off the greatest part of 
their stock and greatly distressed the inhabitants. Consequently 
cou'd not procure much refreshments for the Ship. 

The Island to windward makes a most rugged appearance, and 
indeed in the Bay 't is not much mended but to leeward 't is quite 
pleasant and the roads — though the work of Art cheifly — are far 
from being bad. The Inhabitants are very polite to strangers, and 
in short no Man after a long voyage ought to pass this pleasant and 
agreeable place without stopping. You get the Water with great 
ease, as its convey'd to the Port by pipes under ground. You fill 
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with a Hose, and are not oblidg'd to take the Casks from the Boat, 
but in case you do, there is a Crane on the pier to load with. Should 
have saird this evening but 't is against the rules of the Port to sail 
after sunset. 

Bound for Boston. 

27. S. Lat. 15° 34'; W. Long. 6° 15'. Saild at daylight, and 
stood to the NW., with pleasant sensations enough at what awaits 
us in that direction. 

28. S. Lat. 14° 33'; W. Long, f 14'. Azi. 12° 6' W. O C. 
Pleasant trade winds and fair weather. 

June 3. S. Lat. 8^ 32'; W. Long. 15° 9' O C * C. Azi. & 
Amp'd 11° 2' W., 10° 50' W. Passed the Isle of Assencion about 
midnight, at 2 miles distance. 

7. S. Lat. 1° 22'; W. Long. 20° 10'. Azi. 11° 38' W. O C. Plenty 
of fish about the Ship, and a few Birds. 

9. N. Lat. 1° 10'; W. Long. 22° 33'; Amp'd f 41' W. * ^ . This 
is the fourth time the Equator has been crossed during the Voyage. 

16. N. Lat. 6° o'; W. Long. 30° 38'. Azi. 6° 48' W. O C . Dull 
times. Winds very light and bafiling. 

20. N. Lat. f 28'; W. Long, zf 26'; Variation 2° 26' W. O C:. 
This day took the NE. trade winds, having lost the SE. trades in 
Lat. 4° 30' North. Winds between have generally been from the 
West'd but very light. 

22. N. Lat. <f 58'; W. Long. 36° 49'; Azi. 2° 26' W. Pleasant 
trade winds. Employ'd painting ship, etc. 

24. N. Lat. 12° 38'; W. Long. 41° o'; Amp^d 3° 7' W. Pleasant 
trade winds. Employ'd painting ship, etc. 

27. N. Lat. 17° 55'; W. Long. 46° 36'; Azi. 4° 36' W. Generally 
fresh winds. No Birds, or Fish. 

30. N. Lat. 22° 11'; W. Long. 51° 2'; Azi & Amp'd 3° 10' W. 

OC 
16 C Sights. 
* (T 

Gentle trades and fair weather. Several sail pass'd at a distance. 

July 2. N. Lat. 24° 29'; W. Long. 53° 11'; Azi. 2° 46' W. O C. 
Spoke an English Brig, under American colours, from New London, 
bound to Grenada, loaded with stock. Was oblidg'd to fire several 
shot a head of him before he wou'd stop. Purchas'd out of her 
many Sheep Hogs etc., with two tierces Bread. This was quite a 
seasonable Supply, as we had been eating maggotty bread for this 
some time. 

5. N. Lat. 25° 7,2>''7 W. Long. 56° 13'. Spoke two Sloops from 
Portland for Guadal[oupe]. 
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8. N. Lat. 28° 16'; W. Long. 59"* 35'; Variation i^ 28' E. O C. 
This day the NE. trade wind left us, took it from the Southward. 

18. N. Lat. 40° 17'; W. Long. 65° 15'; Variation 14^ 55' W. O C 
* C . Spoke the Brig Betsey from New York, Wm. Williams Master, 
bound to Amsterdam. Have experienced much blowing weather 
from the North and West since leaving the Trades, and generally 
squalls of rain. Ship's Crew are all in health, but anxious to get 
home, as the Ship's provisions have grown quite bad and but little 
of it left. 

20. N. Lat. 40° 23'; W. Long. 67° 51'; Azi. & Amp'd 12° 17' W. 
Winds from the Northward. 

21. N. Lat. 40° 29'; W. Long. 68° 35'; Azi. f 16' W. Dull times 
for men in a hurry. The Columbia is in fine order, having given the 
rigging a complete overhaul since leaving St. Helena. Rounded to 
and got soundings 67 fm. fine black and white sand. 

22. N. Lat. 42° 11'; W. Long. 68° 45'. At Sunset sounded, in 
38 fm. gray sand. Spoke a Sloop from Newbury port, bound to the 
West Indies, told us Cape Cod bore NW. 30 leagues. At Midnight 
shoald our water pretty sudden, from 20 to 15, 12, 10 and 8 fm, fine 
white sand on Georges Shoal; hauld to the East and soon deep'd it 
again to 30 fm. At Noon Latt. as above, soundings in 40 fathom. 
Wind from the WSW. Hard luck. 

24. Lower'd the yawl and sent her on board a fishing Schooner 
in sight to the west'd, it being nearly calm. At Sunset the boat re- 
turn'd and Officer reported that the Skipper of the Schooner cou'd 
not spare any salt provisions, but sold us 3 Bar'l Salt Mackarell and 
about 300 Ship Biscuit. These last were very grateful. Divided 
them fore and aft among the Crew. A breeze sprang up from the 
Eastward pt., all sail, and at daylight saw Cape Cod bearing SW. 
6 leagues, and the Gurnett WBS, the land abreast us on the South 
Shore, 4 leagues distance. Several sail in sight. Employ'd turning 
to Windward, the wind having shifted to the NW. 

Arrived at Boston. 

25. Light breezes and pleasant weather. At i P. M. nearly 
abreast of Cohassett Rocks, almost calm. At Sunset we had got 
too near to Hassett Ledges, by reason of the tide. However a small 
breeze sprang up and we san'd off. At daylight Boston Light bore 
WBN. 3 leagues distant. At 8 A. M. a pilot came on board and 
took charge to take the Ship to Boston, At Meridian pass'd the 
Light house, with a light air from the Eastward. At 6 we pass'd 
Castle William^ and gave a federal salute, which was return'd. A 
fine Breeze at SE. At 7 anchored off the Long wharfe in the Stream 
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and saluted the town, with 11 Guns which was returned from the 
Wharf es, with three welcome Huzzas. 

([^p'At making Boston Light, from which place we took our de- 
parture, we have just made 360 degrees of Longitude West, which 
is the Circumference of our Globe — of course we have lost one 
complete day. It was Friday at Boston, and Thursday with us. 
'T is impossible to express our feelings at again meeting with our 
friends. But the loss of an affectionate and much lov'd Sister, during 
my absence, was a great obstacle to the happiness I shou'd other- 
ways have enjoy'd. 

So Ends the Remarks on Columbia's Voyage. 

John Boit. 

Lee-Thornely Letters. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Frederick C. Shattuck the 
following exchange of letters between Henry Lee and Thomas 
Thornely have been deposited in the Society. The positions 
occupied by the writers, the time of writing and the subjects 
treated give a value to the correspondence beyond the histori- 
cal interest. Mr. Lee was long prominent in the discussion of 
currency and tariff questions which followed the wild-cat 
banking of the Jackson administration and the ^ tariff of 
abominations" of 1828. Mr. Thornely was a member of 
Parliameriit, with close relations with the leading writers on 
finance and trade at a time when currency problems and the 
position of the Bank of England were quite as acute as the 
corresponding problems in the United States. His letters? 
written for an American, give a somewhat different view of 
public affairs than can be gathered from English memoirs and 
newspapers of the time, and extend through the period of the 
adoption of free trade by Great Britain and the passage of the 
Bank restriction act of 1844, measures that have profoundly 
influenced the course of English history and, indirectly, of the 
world. Unfortunately, only a single letter from Mr. Lee has 
been found, and it would appear that he kept no copies of his 
letters beyond that now printed. 
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Henry Lee to Thomas Thornely. 
Orig. per British Queen sailed April i^"", '40. No. 2. Duplicate, 

Boston, 24th March, 1840. 
Dear Sir, — Since I replied to your favor of the 10 Jan'y per 
Great Western under date of the 17th inst., I have received Mr. 
Jones Lloyd's pamphlet/ which I have read with great attention 
and great satisfaction. His plan of improving your currency and 
your banking system, is in my opinion the best which has been 
presented to the public, and yet I have strong doubts of its working 
out all the practical results which Mr. Lloyd anticipates. Confine 
the bank to the mere administration of the currency in one branch 
and to loaning in the other, will be a manifest improvement on its 
twofold office of performing both these functions conflicting in 
their nature, not only with the public, but private interests of the 
nation; but what security can you have that [gov't] commissioners 
united with Corporation directors will not, from ignorance, or from 
want of firmness of principle abuse the power entrusted to them, 
as the Bank of England directors have heretofore done? It has 
been said in most of the pamphlets in defence of the Bank manage- 
ment and admitted generally by those who impugn their conduct, 
that the directors had no sinister interests to promote by over issues, 
because it was shewn that none of the directors owned over £2000, 
or the sum necessary to qualify them for office. That however is a 
very erroneous conclusion, you will find among the directors, and 
.among its most active and influential ones, members of mercantile 
and banking establishments, who have a vital interest, not in raising 
&r sustaining existing dividends of 8 per ct. but in sustaining and 
enhancing the prices of foreign stocks, at least long enough to enable 
the dealers in them to force them off to that large class of men 
who from their limited fortunes are strongly tempted to make in- 
vestments in stocks, which at the prices paid for them, yield double 
the income yours do. Now it is the inflation of your currency acting 
upon a spirit of speculation, which has always raised the value of 
this kind of property beyond its natural value, and at the same time 
given a currency to it, which in the ordinary circumstance of a 
sound state of the currency, would not have found buyers. It was 
during the expansion of your ciurency of 1824 to 1826 which gave 
a value of 20/ in £ to the South American stocks and which in truth 
caused the issues of those stocks, when the London houses and their 

1 Samuel Jones Loyd, Baron Overstone (i 796-1883). The pamphlet was his 
Remarks on the Management of the Circulation and the Conduct of the Bank of Eng- 
land during iSsg. 



I920.] LEE-THORNELY LETTERS, 1840-1847. 277 

agents, knew, from the condition and character of the states from 
whom they emanated, there was no chance of their ever being paid, 
when the loans came to maturity, or that the interest could be paid. 
Now who were the men who introduced these gambling securities 
on your Exchange and who made fortunes by their commissions on 
the negotiation? I say some of the most efficient ones were in the 
Bank direction and others so connected with the direction, that they 
could influence them. Again, who are the persons who have urged 
our states and corporations to plunge into debt for internal improve- 
ments [some] fifty years in advance of our means of paying for them, 
and in some cases of their ability even had we the means? I say the 
most efficient promoters and originators are to be found in the 
*^ Bank Parlour.'' But for the interest these men and their connec- 
tions had in American stocks, the circulation of the bank of England 
would have been managed very differently from what it was during 
1839. They would have contracted the circulation when it would 
have prevented the sudden revulsion which took place and in spite 
of bad harvest, a fact as well known at the bank, months before 
they curtailed, as it now is. The revulsion of 1837 was brought 
about by the seven or eight Anglo-American houses by their credits 
of 15 to 16,000,000 to the gambling merchants of this country, and 
who were those houses? Why, three of them had partners in the 
Bank direction and there were other directors who were commenc- 
ing American connections and have since formed them, and are 
now deep, I imagine, in our state stocks, and New York free bank 
stocks most of which were got up for the purpose of creating paper 
money, upon real estate securities, which have fallen 25 to 75 per ct. 
below what they were valued at, when deposited as securities, and 
on the worst descriptions of state stocks, on which interest can't be 
paid unless your lenders will lend the money, and as to principal 
it will be paid when your National debt is paid. And what is the 
position of these Anglo-American houses and stock jobbers? Why 
they are so deeply involved in American stocks state and bank, that 
they may be ruined unless their value can be greatly raised on this 
side or on yours. In this country they have no certain value, but 
what is founded on the prices with you, but if our banks can again 
inflate our currency by an over issue of 40 to 50,000,000 of bank 
notes, stocks, like all other property will advance, and not only ad- 
vance, but again have an artificial value, as a gambling property. 
In 1833 to 1836 during which period the issues of our banks were 
extended 50 per cent, at least, state stocks and all other stocks sold 
at 10 to 25 and even 50% premiimi which can now be had at 2/ to 
15/ in £. American stocks then even those of the wealthiest states 
with exception of Massachusetts, and some few others who are but 
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small, and which are still above par here as well as in England; 
can't be raised to par or anything near to it, unless by [ef]forts of 
holders and speculators on your side, and among those who are 
liable to be the most affected are gentlemen who meet in the Bank 
of England Parlour, and others who have such an influence over 
those gentlemen, as may induce them to look much more to the 
beneficial and personal effects of an expansion than to the great 
interests of the Nation. Again who has a deeper interest in sus- 
taining and raising prices of cotton, raw silk, teas, indigo etc. than 
the most influential members of the Bank? To put banking and 
currency on a permanent and solid footing, whether the proposed 
change advocated by Mr. Lloyd is made or not, there should not 
be a mercantile or a stock jobber in the direction, because every 
man interested deeply in the fluctuation of stocks or merchandise 
is in a position to benefit by a condition of things adverse to the 
national interest. It is impolitic and as injurious to the public in- 
terest to allow a currency to be created and administered by mer- 
chants and bankers, no matter what may be their moral and in- 
tellectual standing, as it would be to allow the judges of your courts, 
who are probably as honest and as intelligent as the gentlemen of 
the Exchange, to sit in judgment on cases, the res[ult] of which 
would affect and deeply affect their pecuniary salvation. The crea- 
tion and management of a currency is one of the most important 
functions of sovereignty, and ought no more to be transferred to a 
Corporation of individuals, than the power of making laws. For 
these reasons I have no great confidence that your circulation can 
be kept in a state of perfection, upon the principles laid down by 
Mr. Lloyd, but I shall be glad to see them carried into action, be- 
cause it would be a great improvement, and in the meantime a 
knowledge on the subject extended, whether from reflection or 
from the sufferings incident to the practical evils of the fluctuations 
in the standard of value, the public mind would become sufficiently 
enlightened to establish an entire metal currency, or at any rate 
something as near to it as the currency of France was, prior to 
establishments of the private banks, whose action [but] for the con- 
trolling, wise, and honest conduct of the Bank of France, would 
have been much more inju[rious] to the commercial and national 
interests of that country than they have been the past [ ] years. 
Mr. Lloyd's plan of making the Bank of England a regulator of the 
currency and connecting the Direction with the Administration of 
your National Government will no doubt prevent much of the evil 
incident to the present bad management of the currency, but who 
will regulate the Regulator? Can you rely on Government? Your 
own history shews that in an emergency Government will lead the 
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way to an inflation of currency. Who forced that act upon the 
Bank in 1797? Mr. Pitt and his friends. That there was no over- 
coming necessity was shewn by the state of the currency which for 
two or three years was on a level with the currencies of the conti- 
nent, as may be seen by the foreign exchanges and prices of bullion. 
Who sustained the bank in its subsequent over issues? The Ad- 
ministration, and to cover their folly and iniquity, contended that a 
paper which required 26/ to 27/ to buy a guinea was not a depre- 
ciated one, and there are millions and millions who to this day have 
not any clearer conceptions of a sound or unsound currency, than 
the prevalent ones of that period, and it is only within fifteen or 
twenty years, that the governing directors of [the] Bank of England 
have emerged from the darkest ignorance and errors, which are 
evinced in the parliamentary discussions and on examinations be- 
fore parliamentary committees on the questions of banking and 
currency. There is another point to be considered. Those who 
believe the Bank of England under a more intelligent, independent 
and impartial administration, can keep your currency on a level 
with the metal and therefore sound and stable currencies of the 
neighboring countries, rely on the foreign exchanges as a test and 
a safe one. In the first place an inflation of currency acting upon a 
spirit of speculation and usually originating it, precedes the altera- 
tion in the exchanges to an extent which renders it impossible to 
avert all the mischief of sudden changes in the value of property 
and to give the reaction all the benefits of a currency consisting 
wholly of the precious metals. 2nd. What if the countries with 
whom we deal extensively are afflicted with an un[sound] currency? 
like the United States for instance. Now if your whole trade were 
with us the rates of foreign exchange would be an unsafe guide, as 
they have been to us for a considerable portion of the last ten years, 
during which our currency has been superfluous, though the ex- 
changes have generally been at par and part of the time i or 2 per 
cent, in our favor. Our imports have been greatly in advance of our 
exports leaving for years 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1837 an excess of 
imports over exports of $135,273,410. And how were the Exchanges 
maintained? Why by running in debt to the "Anglo-American" 
houses and to others 15 to 20,000,000 Stg. In 1838 our imports and 
exports balanced each other. In 1839, we have for year ending 30 
Septr., an excess of imports of $45,000,000 to which add 15,000,000 
for over valuation from exports, as they stand in the Custom House 
records in an inflated currency. Here then is a balance of payments 
of 60,000,000. Part is paid by sale of state stocks, borrowings on 
Banks and other stocks, about 10,000,000 by failures of American 
[de]btors and by losses on goods sent here on foreign account, the 
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proceeds of which do not exceed 10/ in £ and [there is] still a balance 
due which will be paid by our remittances of produce. Now how 
did the Exchanges in Europe indicate an inflation of $40 to 50,060,- 
000, which is the least of the excess? Why not at all, we kept them 
straight by exporting money securities and mercantile credit and 
if your capitalists, merchants and stock jobbers had been content 
with more of those commodities, we should have gone on importing 
to such an extent as your credulity and riches would hold out, and 
they have sometimes appeared to me to be inexhaustible. If your 
currency and ours had been in a natural and sound state, these 
credit and stock operations could not have been carried on, and 
the commercial transactions between the two nations would now 
have been in their usual prosperous condition. If the currencies 
of France and Holland etc. were like yours, there would not be that 
steadiness of prices, the sure characteristic of a metal currency (or 
a paper one if there was any power to keep it on a level with a metal 
one). They would be, like yours and ours, occasionally in case of 
derangement, and then your regulator, would be out of order; [for] 
every nation of Europe, like the states of this confederacy would 
have currencies of an unequal value. In other words the standard 
of value would be lost and to get right all Europe would have to go 
through the process we did in 1837, namely suspend specie pay- 
ments, contract, get the currencies of all Europe on the same level, 
and then by another expansion be on the road to the same catas- 
trophe from which they had but just recovered. 

Such was the course things took in this country in 1837 and 1838, 
and when we have recovered from our present difficulties, our prin- 
ciples of banking and currency being unchanged, we shall rapidly 
expand and be liable to the same results at which we arrived last 
October by the expansion of 1838 and 1839. Thus far we have 
learnt but little by experience and if you read Mr. Clay's, Mr. 
Webster's, and most other speeches in Congress and elsewhere, you 
will find they attribute our pecuniary difficulties to wrong causes 
and they lament that by a reduction of a superfluous currency prices 
of cotton, flour etc. should have fallen, fallen to a level with prices 
of Europe. They believe or pretend to believe in the existence at 
the same moment of two prices, one on this side of the Atlantic 
based on a currency above the level of Europe, and another based 
on the sound currencies of those countries with whom we trade; 
and in whose markets we must sell those very products. The 
leading men on the side of Mr. Van Buren have somewhat sounder 
notions, but it is with them as it is with their opponents, almost 
wholly a party question, and if the Whigs, as they call themselves, 
were to argue in favor of a metal currency, or a greater infusion of 
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metal into our almost exclusively paper currency, the Administra- 
tion party would take the other side. As matters now stand, the 
"Whigs'' have rendered the more sound notions maintained by 
their opponents, very unpopular, by ascribing to their agency the 
reduction of an exuberant currency, to a sound currency, and in that 
way reducing wages of labor and prices of produce, though there 
has been no reduction in price of labor in any degree corresponding 
to the fall of prices of provisions, fuel and other necessaries of life. 
The people however can see a reduction in prices of labor, more 
clearly than a reduction of prices of what they consume, at any 
rate they do not comprehend the necessity of suffering by the one 
while they enjoy the benefits of the other. They are told that their 
labor is reduced in value, which is not true, since a day's work will 
now procure more of the necessaries of life than in 1838 and 1839. 
Again the planters of cotton and growers of grain, whose staples 
have come down from their artificial standards, are disposed to join 
in the clamour against the sound currency party, and a considerable 
portion of the people of the country would prefer an entire paper 
currency, or more properly speaking, a system which must lead to 
it, to a circulation kept within the limits of the sound currencies of 
the nations with whom we tracje. I would not have it inferred, that 
all the ruinous fluctuations in the value of property, proceed, in my 
estimation, from ill managed paper currency, nor that they could 
wholly be avoided, if a currency was entirely metal or like that of 
France which may be four-fifths metal. I do maintain, however, 
that in such a case the changes would be gradual and unimportant, 
and that demand and supply would be the great regulators of prices. 
If this is denied, I will adduce France as an instance of the truth of 
my proposition. Since the. establishment of regular government, 
commencing with the ascendency of Buonaparte to the supreme 
power, their currency has never been in disorder nor their com- 
mercial concerns suffered from those revulsions, which have been 
so frequent in your country and ours, though during this long 
period, the political condition of France has been in a critical state 
at various times, and for some years the country was in the hands 
of a foreign army, who levied enormous contributions of money and 
interrupted many of the great branches of industry. Holland and 
Hamburgh have experienced the like benefits from a specie currency 
and no doubt owe their prosperity in some degree to its existence. 
If, however, an entire metal currency can't be established, then a 
suppression of all notes under £20 will be an improvement, and on 
the expiration of the bank charter, a reorganization of an institution 
upon the principles laid down by Mr. Lloyd and in which Mr. Tooke ^ 

1 Thomas Tooke (1774-1858), author of History of Prices, 1839-1857. 
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and other writers on his side will concur. Indeed Mr. Tooke 
maintains that the only benefit derived from paper is in the 
interest saved on the dead capital, which would be required, but 
that is more than lost by every revulsion through which you have 
passed for forty years, to say nothing of the immoral effects of 
changes in the value of property so injurious to the general interests 
of the nation and so injurious to the most enterprising and laborious 
and useful portion of the community. The two great points of 
attention then, in my apprehension, to which your people and gov- 
ernment should be directed, are Currency and Corn and I am glad 
therefore, to perceive you have discussed them together, a steady, 
unfluctuating standard of value and a free trade in Corn will remove 
some of the most potent and frequently occurring causes of your 
distress. I hope therefore, that you will become an agitator, as Mr. 
Villiers^ has promised he will be, and never cease your efforts till 
they are crowned with success. We are now suffering for want of a 
market for our grain, of which we have a heavy surplus, but your 
duty is so fluctuating, that prudent men are not willing to adventure. 
The duty some few months since was 1/ now 22/ and by the time 
shipments will reach, may be 25/ or even 30/. If it were now fixed 
for six months at even 10/ we should send you $10 and perhaps 
$15,000,000 in flour, maize etc., for that is but a small percentage of 
our whole crop, which may be estimated at even the present standard 
of prices at even $200,000,000. It is, however, often said that an 
average harvest in the United States afiFords but a small surplus, so 
that in event of a repeal of your corn duties no great reliance can 
be placed on our supplies. It is true our crops are limited to the 
ordinary wants of the country and our usual export demand to 
South America and West Indies, which may have averaged the past 
ten to fifteen years $5 to $6,000,000 and it would be unwise to go 
further because in the event of a greater surplus there is no market 
and prices would fall very low, as is your case, in a redundant har- 
vest. If however, your duty was fixed and at a moderate rate say 
8/ or 10/ quarter and permanently so, it would be the interest of 
about 6,000,000 of our grain growing population to extend their 
corn planting and this grand staple, the best of all currencies, would 
be like cotton a leading article of export to your half fed popula- 
tion, and every dollar it produced invested in the products of your 
island. This new source of wealth would increase the means of the 
Western and Middle States to pay for the manufactures of New 
England, as well as old England, and render an extreme tariff un- 
popular in those regions and unnecessary in this quarter. I am 
glad to learn that the removal or modification of the Corn duties 
1 Charles Pelham Villiers (1802-1898). 
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may, in your opinion, become a Cabinet question. It should be so, 
for sooner or later, by moral means, or by physical means, that 
foolish and wicked impediment to the national welfare and national 
progress, will and must be removed, and who ever shall be mainly 
instrumental in effecting it now, cannot fail to enjoy a reputation 
in history more enviable than all the victories of a Wellington, be- 
cause the results of such a reformation will contribute much more 
to your national strength and national happiness, than all the 
beneficial consequences of your glorious wars! from the Ropian In- 
vasion to the battle of Waterloo. Indeed the only durable monu- 
ment of fame which your warriors and statesmen of the past half 
century have left behind is $4,000,000,000 of national debt, called 
by those few who were the most instrumental in its creation and 
expenditure a national blessing, but by the taxed and disregarded 
many, termed and justly termed an unjust, an unsupportable bur- 
den. In respect to our state debts, stocks and other money securi- 
ties, the more they are investigated the worse they appear. The 
loans having been for the most part injudiciously applied, have been 
a serious injury to the country, and they will I fear be a* source of 
injury to those who hold them. The annual interest due abroad on 
them cannot be less than $10,000,000 per annum, a portion of which 
however, cannot be paid save by new borrowings in Europe, and 
the balance will absorb a portion of our exports, which would be 
otherwise invested in your manufactures. I recommend you and 
your friends to abstain from all dealings in them. In commercial 
matters we are utterly stagnant. The enclosed remarks made by 
me in one of our newspapers, embrace some of my notions on the 
subject. In the course of four or five months, there will be a favor- 
able reaction, but we shall not be in a condition to take freely of 
your manufactures of iron, cottons, woollens, linens etc. till 1841. 

You shall soon hear from me again and in return I shall be grati- 
fied to hear from you and more especially upon the progress made 
in overthrowing the Corn Laws. 

If you are [acqu]ainted with Mr. Lloyd I shall be glad to have him 
see what I have said of his pamphlet. I have also been in cor- 
respondence on the question of free trade with Mr. Thomas Tooke, 
whom I esteem as one of the best practical and theoretic writers 
upon all branches of political economy, though I think he does not, 
in his work on prices, allow enough for the injurious effects of a 
fluctuating currency. To him I shall be glad to have you exhibit 
what I have written, if you happen to come in his way. Yours 
truly, 

[H. Lee.] 



284 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 Sept., 1840. 

My dear Sir, — I had very great pleasure in receiving your 
letter dated the 26 July, and I may say I never received a com- 
munication more replete with sound views. I am not sure about a 
currency entirely metallic, but undoubtedly we have gone very 
wrong in this country, and in yours it is quite lamentable to witness 
the state of your currency. You are quite right in believing that 
much U. S. Bank Stock is held by worthy people, not in trade, but 
who have made the purchase for the sake of a fair interest return. 
I know several ladies who are put to inconvenience for want of the 
dividends. I sent to Mr. Jones Loyd one copy of the printed articles 
which you sent me from the newspapers, and desired he would for- 
ward them to Mr. Tooke. I have a very handsome letter from him 
in which he begs I will thank you for the perusal of these papers, 
and to assure you that he shall always be obliged by having an 
opportunity of perusing any farther remarks which may come from 
your pen. He says, "I cannot doubt that his mode of treating the 
subject must prove useful and instructive to his countrymen, and 
by a reiterated exposition of the truth, I trust that an effectual im- 
pression will gradually be produced upon public opinion in his 
country and our own.'' The copies which you sent for the Morning 
Chronicle J I have hesitated to send, for the ^City article' of that 
paper and its Philadelphia agent ' Publicus ' have been from first to 
last, writing up the United States Bank in a way that I think very 
discreditable. I have remonstrated about it, twice at least, but 
without success. There is some private history about this matter 
which I have been unable to fathom, but I have my suspicions that 
there are parties (not the proprietor of the paper) who get a con- 
sideration for what they write. I must beg you to send me any thing 
farther that you write, for I shall have the gratification of reading 
and can make use of the articles to public account. Our harvest in 
the South is over, and the grain is partially secured all over the 
country. Wheat will probably be a fair crop; oats, barley, potatoes 
and turnips in abundance. By the management of interested parties 
the wheat averages have been run up, so that the duty has this day 
fallen to 2/8 per quarter, or 1/7 per bbl. of flour. This will take 
all the stock out of bond, and the duty will continue thus low for 
three or four weeks, when, as prices will probably fall materially, 
the duty will rapidly advance, and we shall be no longer an import- 
ing country. Nothing can be more absurd than this system, and I 
have never met with a man of sense who did not say so. Our Min- 
isters are all favorable to an alteration of the Corn Laws, and would 
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like a low fixed duty but they are timid about it, knowing that they 
have not the support of either House of Parliament. You will find 
in a Chronicle which I send you, an extract from one of your letters, 
with an editorial article upon it. I do not agree with you that any 
thing could be got from the Tories in respect of Free Trade. The 
Duke of Wellington is now an aged man,^ and will be carried oH by 
one of those attacks to which he is so subject. As to Sir Robert 
Peel, I have heard every important speech that he has made since 
I have been in Parliament and I come to the conclusion that he is 
really a narrow minded man. He has great qualifications, he has a 
fine voice and is an excellent debater, but then he has had great 
advantages. He had a first rate college education, he has been in 
Parliament thirty years and has filled most of the high offices of 
state. He has always been trammelled by his connection with the 
Church and with Toryism, and so he will continue to be, not having 
strength of mind to divest himself of it. I have sometimes thought 
if Peel would take up Free Trade he might become the greatest man 
of the age. Lord Melbourne is not profligate in a moral sense, but 
he is getting old, is very much at Court and not alive to the com- 
mercial wants of the country. 

1 was serving at the close of the Session, on a committee on import 
duties to inquire whether they were for protection or for revenue, 
and it was an enquiry which interested me greatly. We had the 
two Secretaries and a former Secretary of the Board of Trade, all 
giving the strongest evidence in favor of Free Trade and we had 
excellent evidence from mercantile men. The evidence is not yet 
printed, but I am in daily expectation of receiving it, when I shall 
have the pleasure to send you a copy of it, as well as of the evidence, 
before the Committee on Banks of Issue. I wish you had been in 
England when our Committee was sitting — you might have 
favored us with opinions which would have had great weight. 

You have attended to the case of Nolte.^ Certainly it is a most 
extraordinary fact, that this person, not in the possession of one 
cent, should be able to purchase thirty to forty thousand bales of 
cotton. A neighbour came to my brother with a draft at 90 days 
and a bill of lading to be delivered on condition of the draft being 
accepted. My brother at once said he would have nothing to do 
with the transaction without writing to me, and my answer was, 
under no temptation whatever to put his name to any of Nolte's 
drafts. You may be assured there has been an enormous loss some- 
where by Nolte^s operations. 

^ He died in 1852. 

2 Vincent Nolte, who has related his story in Fifty Years in both Hemi- 
spheres , 1854. 
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I came away from Parliament, much discouraged about Free 
Trade, and yet I have such entire reliance on the soundness of the 
principle, that certain I am that Free Trade must ultimately pre- 
vail. I beg to hear from you upon this all interesting question and 
with my best acknowledgments for your former communications, 
I remain, Dear Sir, truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, i8 Sept., 1840. 

My dear Sir, — The evidence given before the Conmiittee of the 
House of Commons on Banks of Issue has just been printed. I have 
sent you a copy of it by the Caledonia Steamer as per inclosed re- 
ceipt, and I hope you will have leisure to look it over. Mr. Page, 
one of the witnesses, is a person who has written a good deal in the 
Times newspaper, under the signature of Henry Hardcastle. I am 
in daily expectation of receiving the evidence before the Committee 
on Import Duties, of which I shall send you a copy. It discloses a 
system which is perfectly disgraceful to a commercial community. 

The working of our Corn Laws is very striking at the present 
moment. Last week but one the duty on flour was 1/7 per bbl., 
last week 4/, today it has risen to 6/5 and next week it will be 8/2. 
I believe our wheat crop will be nearly an average; oats, barley and 
potatoes most abundant. The trade I think is better than it [was] 
but I cannot look for any permanent improvement until we relax 
our commercial legislation. 

I have just been on board the Acadia and President, two of the 
fine steamers. What a revolution in the navigation of the Atlantic 
— my first passage to New York was fifty-eight days. 

My nephew^ writes us he had had the pleasure to see you. He 
is a steady youth, and I hope will fortify his notions of Free Trade. 
With great regard, Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Letters to or from any part of the United Kingdom by the Gov- 
ernment Steamers which go to Boston are 1/ postage per half ounce. 
By the private Steamers Great Western, etc., they are %d per half 
ounce, newspapers 2d each. 

1 William, son of John D. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 19 Oct., 1840. 

My dear Sir, — I inclose a receipt for a parcel which I have 
addressed to you by the Britannia^ containing the Report of the 
Committee on Import Duties with the evidence given before it. 
There was not time before the close of the Session to draw up such 
a report as was due to the very important evidence given before the 
Committee. The Report ought [to] have put forth in a prominent 
manner, the leading points of the evidence given by the very in- 
telligent witnesses who appeared before us. 

I have to thank you for a letter by the Britannia, but am sorry to 
say that having been out of Town and havpng] also some pressing 
engagements for the present, I have not yet had time to go over it. 
With great regard, Yours, ^^ Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 5 January, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I have for some time past contemplated a retire- 
ment from business, and I now beg leave to hand you a Circular 
shewing that I have withdrawn from trade. I am glad of the oppor- 
tunity of placing my eldest nephew in partnership with his father, 
and shall feel quite as much interest for the new firm, as I did for the 
old one. If it happens to you to be able to serve them, I will be 
obliged if you will do so. 

When you favor me with any newspapers, please to send them 
entire, open at the ends, and the number of papers marked on the 
address. In this way the Post office charges 2d each paper, by the 
Government Steamers and it is no higher if they go on to London 
or any other part of the Kingdom, but when parts of newspapers 
are sent they are considered as letters and charged i/. per half 
ounce. I hope we shall do something in the Import duties this year 
but the monopolists are very strong and always act together. 

I was sadly at a loss, whilst the Committee was sitting for some 

witness who could show the working of our restrictive policy on the 

trade with the U. S. and I wished a hundred times that you had 

been here. The Americans who come over, are frequently Buyers 

of Goods and scarcely regard the principles of trade, whilst such as 

understand the principle are ignorant of the details. I sought out a 

gentleman from Lowell, but found he knew nothing beyond the 

establishment of manufactures there. My nephew desires his 

respects and I remain, Dear Sir, truly yours, ^ ^ 

•^ -^ Tho. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 9 March, 1831 [1841.] 

My dear Sir, — I send you the Chronicle of to-day to shew you 
what is thought of the Report of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, submitted to the House of Representatives. It was received 
here yesterday, and I believe made a considerable impression — 
this however I doubt not is wearing away, and that the public will 
soon be of opinion that there will be no interruption of the peace 
between our countries. It is certain there is no cause for war (when 
indeed will there be an adequate cause) and I must say that in this 
country there is no feeling towards the United States, except that 
of a wish to cultivate friendly relations. I do trust the McLeod 
affair will speedily be adjusted. 

This week the president of the Board of Trade is to introduce a 
measure to Parliament, to remove restrictions, and to reduce the 
duty on Imports into our Colonies, which is intended to benefit the 
Colonies but will also, I trust be to your advantage, by increasing 
your intercourse with those possessions. The Resolutions which I 
sent you some time ago, in favor of a modification of the Tariff, have 
been signed by no Members of the House of Commons, not includ- 
ing any one connected with the Government, but who are all favor- 
able to us, and there are also many Members who concur with us, 
but who do not commit themselves by signing. I understand a 
public meeting which was held at Liverpool yesterday, the Mayor 
in the Chair, was quite unanimous in favor of a modification of the 
Tariff. I have sent you one or two numbers of the Examiner which 
has contained some good Free Trade articles. On the whole I am 
convinced this cause is progressing — slowly no doubt, but in the 
end sound principles must prevail. U. S. Bank shares have been 
sold here at £4.10/. now I believe worth £5.10/. but I do not be- 
lieve those who hold them till the concern is wound up, will ever 
get so much. BeHeve me. Dear Sir, Truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 April, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I have to thank you for your letter dated 12 
ulto. The accounts from your side have been looked for with great 
interest, and those recently received, are considered quite pacific. 
Here there is no other feeling than that of a very strong desire that 
peace may continue, and people all ask what makes the Americans 
so ready to rush into war. I only mention this, as shewing the 
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general opinion here that you and not we, are the warlike party. 
Your currency seems still in an unsettled state. I heard last night, 
that the U. S. Bank Bonds or post notes due here this month will 
not be paid, but that the holders will be paid their interest and ten 
per cent of the principal. This is sad work, and the losses by this 
establishment, to excellent people in this country, ladies and or- 
phans, it is melancholy to think of. The trade of our manufacturing 
districts is far from being prosperous, and cannot be amended, in 
my opinion, under our present Corn Laws and in other articles, 
restrictions such as our present very absurd Tariff imposes. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ^ is to bring out his Budget on the 
30th inst. and we are doing all we can, to impress upon the Govern- 
ment the necessity of seeking an increase of revenue by a modifica- 
tion of the Tariff. I cannot help thinking something will he done, 
but our Government is too timid on the subject of Free Trade and 
they have to contend with powerful interests that have [been] 
working, I cannot say flourishing, under the protective system. 

It is not necessary to cross your letters as postage here is not paid 
for single or double letters but by weight. Pray let me hear from 
you any thing that refers to Free Trade etc. Truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, i May, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I send you a Morning Chronicle containing the 
debate upon the Budget which was brought forward last night by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Previous to this being done. Lord 
John Russell gave notice that early in June he would move the 
House to go into Committee on the Corn Laws, and on being much 
pressed by his opponents as to the object of his motion, he declared 
that the Cabinet was united in opinion that the time had arrived 
when the Corn Laws should be altered, and his motion, in accordance 
with the opinions which he had previously expressed would be, 
to do away with the fluctuating scale, and lay a moderate fixed 
duty. 

The alterations in duty proposed by the Budget, are to reduce the 
duty on foreign sugars from 63/ which is prohibitory, to 36/. the 
duty on British remaining at 24/. The timber duties to be altered, 
that from British possessions to be raised from 10/ to 20/ per load 
of 50 cubic feet, and foreign to be reduced from 55/ to 50/. Besides 
these, which are revenue alterations, there is no doubt the President 

1 Francis Thornhill Baring (1796-1866), Lord Northbrook. 
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of the Board of Trade will propose other modifications, namely 
coffee, mahogany and other articles. All these announcements were 
received in the House of Commons, on our side by loud cheers, by 
the Tories with strong marks of disapprobation, and as to the Corn 
Laws, almost with dismay. They were taken by surprise about 
corn, and Sir Robert Peel was particularly savage about the matter. 
I am happy this great fight, so important to this country, so needful 
for the happiness of the human race has at length commenced. 
One may doubt the Corn Law modification being carried, but the 
proposal is a glorious one, and we shall now see a great battle be- 
tween the friends of Free Trade, and the Supporters of Monopoly. 
There will be a great effort made to turn out the Ministers but even 
if this should happen the present Government will have had the 
credit of originating sound measures which must be carried in the 
end. Truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 18 May, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I have sent you several newspapers to shew you 
what is passing in the House of Commons and in the country on the 
subject of the Ministerial proposal to lay a fixed duty of 8/ per 
quarter of wheat, and to modify the duties on sugar and timber. 
The duties on these articles form a part of the Budget, but it is quite 
understood that Ministers propose also to take up the duties on 
coffee and many other articles, in short to have a revision of the 
Tariff and a diminution of protective duties. We, of the Free Trade 
party have thought it good policy to prolong the debate, which 
accordingly has already lasted seven nights. The discussion does 
good out of doors and gives time for the country to be put in 
motion. The division will take place to-night, and Ministers 
will be in a minority of at least thirty for they are opposed by a 
combination of Landowners, Ship Owners, West Indians, East 
Indians and British Americans. The next step will be that 
Ministers will either resign or dissolve the Parliament. If the 
latter it will be left to a new parliament to decide what party 
shall be in power. I hope for a dissolution, and would let the 
question take its chance. 

My great comfort is, that Free Trade principles have been fairly 
taken up by this Government. Sure I am they must prevail at last, 
and I think the prospect is fair that something will be gained very 
shortly, for the country understands the subject in a way it never 
did before. Accept my best thanks for your last letter. Pray do 



I920.] LEE-THORNELY LETTERS, 1840-1847. 291 

not cross them, for I caxe not about postage, and we now pay by 
weight and only i/. per half ounce. With great regard, Truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

[Attached to the letter.] 

Notices of Motions, 

I. Lord John Russell, — Amendment intended to be proposed 
to the Amendment proposed by Lord Viscount Sandon, to leave 
out from the word 'considering' to the end of the Amendment, in 
order to add the following words, "that it is practicable to supply 
the present inadequacy of the Revenue to meet the Expenditure of 
the Country, by a judicious alteration of protective and differential 
Duties, without any material increase of the public burthens, such 
a course will, in the opinion of this House, promote the interests 
of Trade, afford rehef to the industrious classes, and is best calcu- 
lated to provide for the maintenance of public faith and the general 
welfare of the people. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 25 May, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I trouble you with a line just to say what are 
our present prospects. 

Ministers having been beaten, by a majority of 36, upon their 
proposed modification of the sugar duties, have brought in a Bill 
to continue the present sugar duties for a year. 

Sir Robert Peel has given notice of a motion of want of confidence 
in the Ministers for the 27th instant. The debate will probably last 
some days, and on the 26th we adjourn for Whitsuntide till the 
2 June. On the 4th June Lord John Russell brings on his motion 
about the Corn Laws. The latter motion will certainly be lost, and 
Peel may possibly (tho' I think not quite certainly) have a very 
small majority as to want of confidence in Ministers. 

Parliament will be dissolved next month, and meet again prob- 
ably in October or November. I earnestly hope the people may 
exert themselves at the elections to return Free Trade Members; 
but the counties are in favor of the Corn Laws, and in the boroughs 
the influence of monopolists. East India merchants. West India 
merchants, ship owners and traders to British America, is very great 
indeed. Come what may, I am delighted the fight has come. Free 
Trade may be delayed, but once taken up, as it has been, by the 
Ministers of the country, and it cannot be very long, before these 
great measures are accomplished. Believe me. Dear Sir, Yours 
faithfully, 

Tho. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 June, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I must again refer you to the newspapers which 
I send you and to others which you will see, for information of public 
affairs in this country. 

We are in the midst of a debate on Sir Robert PeePs Motion, of 
want of confidence in Ministers. I believe we shall have a majority 
against him, but it will be a very small one, if any, and the result 
is not very material either way, for the Ministers have taken their 
course, and will not swerve from it. They will bring forward their 
proposition for a fixed duty on corn (8/ on wheat) and when that is 
thoroughly discussed and I may add, lost (which time will be al- 
lowed for) and the other necessary business disposed of, Parliament 
will be dissolved, probably in three weeks from the present time. 
At present we are not aware that Mr. Villiers and I shall be opposed 
at Wolverhampton. Many changes will take place, for we have 
always a certain number of elderly persons who retire, from in- 
ability to undergo the fatigue of a Parliamentary life and there 
will be gains to us in some places, and of course losses in others. 

From the accounts which you will read in the papers, of the 
public meetings that are taking place, you will find a great spread 
of knowledge on the subject of Free Trade. This, with an unfavor- 
able state of trade must have its effect on the elections in the manu- 
facturing districts, where I have no doubt we shall gain, but we 
shall lose in some counties where the unwise landlords exercise a 
powerful influence. I think we shall gain upon the whole by a dis- 
solution, and I am so confident with you, as to the soundness of 
Free Trade principles that I am sure they must prevail at last. I 
hope we shall make progress very soon, and I should be proud if 
this country should take the lead, regardless of the Tariffs and 
restrictions of other countries. The Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
in despite of the Governor of the State, I see has hit upon a most 
enlightened plan of issuing notes which are to be payable not in 
specie, but if presented to the amount of $100. in State Stock!! 
Yours very truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 19 July, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I am exceedingly obliged to you for the letters 
you have favored me with, the last dated 29 June. I have sent you 
some newspapers which will shew you the progress of our elections. 
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Mr. Villiers and I were re-elected at Wolverhampton without any 
opposition. The Tories knew they had not the slightest chance of 
unseating us, so they wisely saved themselves the expense and 
trouble of a contest. On the whole the elections have turned out 
worse than I expected, especially in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
Lord Morpeth,^ Lord Milton,^ Lord Howick and Mr. Hume ^ are 
unseated, which I consider a great loss, but we have got some new 
Free Traders, Mr. Cobden, Mr. Ricardo and Dr. Bowring.* Al- 
though I regret the result of the elections, I am in good spirits about 
Free Trade. It was never before a question which the people under- 
stood or cared for, and it never was a question which the Ministers 
brought forward on the liberal and extended scale they have now 
done. I ought to say as to the elections the Liberals have a good 
majority in the cities and boroughs of the United Kingdom but the 
counties have swamped our majority. The counties too are monop- 
olists (in a great degree) as to Corn Laws. In the counties the voters 
are very much under the influence of the landlords, a great propor- 
tion of whom are Tories and they have worked the machinery of 
the registration far better than the Liberal Party have done. My 
belief is that in the New Parliament which is to meet late in August, 
we shall muster nearly 300 Members in the opposition (for I pre- 
sume Peel will come into office immediately after Parliament meets) 
and that we shall be banded together on Free Trade principles, and 
that in them we shall be strong [torn]. No one however appears to 
think the wheat will be a large crop, and there is some talk that the 
averages will be worke[d] so as to let in the stock of foreign at a 
moderate duty. At present it is 23/ [torn] per quarter, and if we 
have good weather I doubt if the duty will go very low, tho' the 
holders may chuse to pay the duty when they think it at the lowest, 
rather than hold for another season. I really think Peel must reduce 
his Sliding Scale for there are many Tories gone into Parliament 
[torn] in support of the great principles that you and I advocate. 
I think it very likely that Lord Sandon and Emmerson Tennant ^ 
will be the President and Vice President of the Board of Trade. We 
must succeed in the end. Yours truly, 

Tho. Thornely, 
Pray let me hear from you. 

1 George Howard (i 773-1848), later sixth Earl of Carlisle. 
^ William Thomas Spencer Wentworth Fitzwilliam, commonly called Lord 
Viscount Milton. 

* Joseph Hume (1777-1855). 

* Sir John Bowring (i 792-1872). 

* Sir James Emerson Tennent (1804-1869). 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 8 Sept., 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I wrote you by the last Packet, and I cannot 
say that I have now any thing to add that is at all material, but it is 
pleasant to communicate with you regarding Free Trade. U. S. 
Bank Shares were lately selling in London at £2.10/. I have for a 
long time given my opinion to my acquaintances that they are not 
worth any thing, and I have saved some of them from adventuring 
at what they thought tempting prices, when they were a good deal 
higher than they now are. I cannot think that the stock of your 
Fiscal Bank, if it should be sanctioned by law would meet with 
buyers in this country, the holders having suffered so severely by 
the U. S. Bank and other "securities,'' and they are very generally 
the same class of persons who have invested their capital in that 
way. The railways in this country must have had an effect on our 
money market, for they have absorbed sixty millions sterling and 
that within a very few years. As a whole the railways have not 
been a profitable investment, some of them paying either a very 
small dividend or none at all, but the best lines pay very well namely 
the London and Birmingham upwards of 8 per cent., Liverpool & 
Birmingham 13 per cent., Liverpool & Manchester 10 per cent. 

The business of our Joint Stock Banks has been exceedingly ill 
conducted and they have made enormous bad debts. They have 
lent out far too much money to the Cotton Spinners and Manu- 
facturers, have been the occasion of too many cotton mills being 
built and in fact have made it a very poor trade. The woollen, 
linen and hardware and crockery trades are all suffering, the iron 
trade doing better than any others, tho' prices have fallen. I con- 
stantly impress upon people that they can only look for a permanent 
improvement in trade by adopting Free Trade measures. You 
have rightly stated how largely the exports of the U. S. were paid 
for by your Bank and State Stocks. That sort of business is, I take 
it, pretty much at an end, and I tell the people they may have a 
great trade with you, upon one condition and one condition only 
that they will take your corn, flour, maise, beef, pork, lumber, in 
short any thing that you chuse to offer, and that we chuse to take. 

In connection with this subject, I certainly do not look with any 
satisfaction upon the recent Ministerial Appointments. At the 
same time I do hope that Sir Robert Peel will be so pressed by the 
Tories among the merchants and manufacturers, (very many of 
whom are Free Traders and assure Mr. Peel will do for us, what 
the late Ministers could not do,) that he will be obliged to give way 
and compel his party to relax the System. The people out of doors 
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understand this question far better than they ever did before, and 
will never rest till much good is accomplished. One would like to 
see in our day, the good that sound commercial principles would 
confer upon mankind. 

The duty on wheat will to-morrow fall to 2/8 per quarter for 
one week, the week following it will be the same or, as most people 
expect, and I strongly hope, it will be i/. ; the third week, I do not 
know, but after this month the duty will rise rapidly on account 
of the quantity of new wheat which will be brought to market, 
much of which is very indifferent in quality and by selling it at a 
low price will lower the averages and raise the duty. I am fearful 
the flour expected from America will arrive too late to come in at 
the low duty. This system is perfectly iniquitous. 

I shall go to London next week, as the House will sit for a few 
days. Sir Robert Peel will want a Vote of Credit (which he will 
get) to carry him on till spring, but we are entitled to ask him how 
he proposes to pay the interest, and whether by imposing new taxes 
or modifying our commercial system. We shall say the money 
would have been raised upon our plan, by a fixed duty of 8/ per 
quarter on wheat and by reducing the duty on foreign sugar and 
coffee and altering the timber and other duties. I never liked the 
plan of raising the duty on Canada timber, which is in effect laying 
a new tax, but I would reduce the duty on Baltic and other foreign 
timber to any extent. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

About a million of quarters of wheat, including flour are ready to 
be taken out of bond when the owners think the duty is at the 
lowest. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 November, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I send you copy of an order issued by our Treas- 
ury to admit rough rice, or paddy from the U. S. at a nominal duty. 
The duty heretofore charged on American rough rice, was I believe 
2/6 per bushel or 20/ per quarter, but the same article from West 
Africa admitted as British produce appears to have been charged a 
nominal duty, and the American Minister, I perceive having remon- 
strated, our Government has given way. I wish the low duty may 
be permanent. The American Chamber of Commerce of this place 
has just sent a Memorial to Sir Robert Peel, stating the very un- 
fair manner in which the Corn Laws operate as it respects our trade 
with the U. S. It appears by the Gazette just published that in the 
month ending 10 October there were entered at our various custom 



296 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

houses 2,010,263 quarters foreign wheat, 505,000 cwt. foreign flour. 
By far the greatest part of this came out at the duty of 1/ per 
quarter, and almost the whole of it was the produce of the Continent 
of Europe, scarcely a particle of it from the U. S. because you could 
not possibly be aware that we should have a low duty, till you were 
also informed that a prohibitory duty had again taken place. Now 
I do think your Government would have a very fair right to remon- 
strate upon this matter — if done at all, it should be done at once. 
Parliament will probably meet the end of January, previously to 
which time Sir Robert Peel and the Cabinet will have concluded 
what alteration to make in the Corn Laws. I am sure a remon- 
strance would do great good. Let there be no mention of the sug- 
gestion coming from me. I am favored by the last Steamer with 
your letters 12th to 15th Oct. I have found good information of 
the quantity of flour which you exported, and wheat imported in 
the American Almanac of 1840, pages 146 and 147. We will set the 
matter at rest the first opportunity, but if Peel and Stanley say you 
are an importing country, they have the less to dread from opening 
the ports to your productions. / know well that you have never yet 
undertaken to cultivate any particular article, but you have yielded 
it in abundance and to an extent that has surprized every one. I 
hear large orders are gone out to Egypt and the Mediterranean for 
wheat, beans, etc., by parties who anticipate low duty. The wheat 
duty is now 24/8. Markets steady and rather on the advance. 
General sales of American cotton 5^ and 5^. Stock of American 
345,000 bales, of all sorts 491,000; last year, American 374,000, all 
sorts 461,000. More Bombay cotton is now in use, the quality 
having improved and when trade is bad (and it is very bad at present 
without prospect of improvement) the spinners run after cheap 
qualities. The only consolation one has, regarding the depression 
of our trade is that there is only one way out of it, which is by means 
of Free Trade. I send you an able speech of Mr. Cobden's to his 
constituents. I have sent Mr. Jones Loyd your two letters signed 
Investigator, but have not yet received his acknowledgment of 
them. I cannot do less than say I greatly admire the high tone in 
which they are written, tho' your disclosures of the state of your 
banking are deplorable indeed. I am sure it will be attended with 
the best possible effects in your country, if there should be no longer 
any sale in Europe (and I hope there is not), for your State or Bank 
Stocks. Your resources are ample, whilst in the case of borrowed 
money, it comes too lightly to be well looked after in the expendi- 
ture. There will be heavy losses on some of the cotton which has 
been long held over in this market. I hear some cotton here will 
lose £6 and £8 per bale. We are glad the McLeod affair is settled. 
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Our people did right in sending Grogan back. I have hopes about 
the boundary. Sometimes it is fortunate to have a new Ministry 
to negotiate with. Try what you can do with ours about Corn 
Laws. Yours truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 18 November, 1841. 

My dear Sir, — I have received your favor of 30 Ulto. with 
some excellent articles by Investigator. I have shewn them to a 
few friends, but have some difficulty in getting them before the 
public. The loss of the holders of U. S. Bank Shares and the de- 
preciation in State Stocks, will probably be the best instructors to 
the monied men of this country. How far your Government Stocks 
may sell, seeing the Congress can lay taxes, which the State Govern- 
ments cannot or will not do, I cannot say, but I should think there 
must be an end of all sales, except of that stock to which it is con- 
sidered the general Government is pledged. Every week I find 
additional instances of distress arising from the total loss of property 
in U. S. Bank Shares belonging to ladies and other retired persons. 
The last number of Investigator, I think No. 12, appears to me al- 
most superior to any of the previous numbers, tho' they are all 
excellent. I am glad you were pleased with what I said on a late 
occasion in the House of Commons. If I can lay my hands upon a 
Wolverhampton paper, I will send it to you, as it contains a some- 
what corrected report of my argument with some hint from the 
Editor that I ought to talk oftener. 

We are still in the dark as to what Sir Robert Peel will do as to 
the Corn Laws and other commercial restrictions. I am quite sure 
he will alter the Sliding Scale, and it is some indication of a change 
that the[re] was a public dinner some days ago of the Members of 
Parliament returned by the County of Salop, they were eleven in 
number all Tories, but not one of them said a word upon the Corn 
Laws, not even Lord Darlington ^ one of their warmest advocates 
in the House. I presume they have a secret understanding that 
there is to be a change. I wish your Government would remon- 
strate in the way I pointed out, against the Sliding Scale. You 
have a fair right to do so, and it would strengthen Sir Robert Peel 
against his own party. 

Every trade in this country continues as bad as possible — the 
cotton trade at least as bad as any other. Stock of American cotton 

1 William Harry Vane (1766--1842). 
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last week 318,000, all sorts 471,000. Prices have fallen j/^d since 
the last packet, the general sales of American s}d ^^^ 5?4> at these 
prices the loss will be very heavy, and quite enormous upon cottons 
which some great houses are said to have held long on hand. India 
cottons are certainly getting more into use, the sales here last week 
were 4000 bales of which ail but 500 were to consumers. Mr. Jones 
Loyd in returning your printed letter says "the time I trust will 
come when the monetary and banking affairs of the U. S. will assume 
a more reputable character; their present condition is indeed dis- 
graceful.'^ I do not think they will mend till there is an end of 
selling stocks in Europe, When the money is raised at home, the 
expenditure will be better looked after. What you have written 
about the Philadelphia Banks is quite decisive to my mind. They 
must break and give way to a better system, the sooner the better. 
I am glad to hear New York is profiting by her adherence to specie 
payments and earning business which would otherwise have gone 
farther South. I have lately too had pleasure in seeing some Amer- 
ican gentlemen who are strongly against a National Bank and de- 
clare they can carry on their business without reliance on Banks. 
With great regard, Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 December, 1841. 

My DEAR Sir, — One of the papers which I send you, contains 
an Address from some Birmingham people urging an extension of 
the currency as a means of extending trade and removing distress. 
If these people knew what was going on in the States, they would 
have more just notions upon the subject. I am pleased to say how- 
ever that all our newspapers have written against these wrong- 
headed notions. I am greatly obliged to you for your letter of 13 
November, and newspapers containing some excellent articles upon 
Banking and Ciu*rency. I anticipate a very early explosion of the 
Banks in Philadelphia and Maryland. So far as I can judge, the 
people here have given up the purchase of American securities; 
otherwise to the extent of any influence that I might have, I should 
certainly dissuade them from embarking either as a speculation of 
their own, or as doing any service to the U. S. It is time your coun- 
trymen should look soberly about them, and consider what is to 
be the end of these things. 

I am still of course ignorant of what Sir Robert Peel will do, upon 
the Corn Laws. I cannot doubt he will do something, perhaps more 
than is expected, and in thanking you for the notice you have taken 
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of a very indifferent copy of a Speech of mine, I am glad that I 
pointed out to Peel the working of these Laws towards the U. S. 
You are quite right in urging upon the attention of your people and 
your Government the importance of remonstrating with our Min- 
isters about the Exclusion of your corn, flour, and timber. In 
stating that Sir Robert Peel may do more than his party expect, I 
have regard to the extremely depressed state of our manufactures 
and upon the necessity of concessions in order to keep his Party in 
power. I wish I could suggest higher motives of action. Our trade 
is extremely depressed, and I am of opinion that we are permanently 
losing our export of woollens and many other articles. These things 
must, one would think, make some impression on the rational part 
of the Government. I presume the information of the export of 
flour, which I derived from the American Almanac, may be relied 
upon as correct. A Free Trade or Anti-Monopoly Association is to 
be formed here next week, of which I am to be Chairman, and I 
think good may be done by a monthly report of the effect of monop- 
oly as shewn in this great market for sugar, coffee, corn and timber. 
However you will say, as I do, all this is too late, and so, I fear it 
will be found. I rather think we shall have but little difficulty with 
Ireland. The cry of repeal of the Union is quite absurd and all men 
of influence in the country treat it with ridicule. In cotton there 
is no change since the last packet, but I still observe a good deal of 
East India getting into consimiption. We have an abundant stock 
of cotton and no doubt your crop will furnish an adequate supply. 
There will be very heavy losses on some cotton which has been long 
kept on hand. McCuUoch ^ is not reckoned so sound in his Free 
Trade notions as he was some years ago. His proposal to pay a 
bounty upon the export of British corn is quite ridiculous. Some 
parties have proposed emigration upon a large scale. Any thing 
rather than let the corn into the country and make the people com- 
fortable at home. Yours very sincerely, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 January, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — The two last Packets have brought me very 
acceptable letters from you with the papers of Investigator and 
accounts of your exports of flour, etc. — all of which I am very 
thankful for, and shall make such use of, as I am enabled to do. 
There is much of what I like in the Message of your President, and 

^ John Ramsay McCuUoch (i 789-1864). 
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when he was writing, most properly, in recommendation of your 
non-paying Banks going into liquidation, I could almost imagine 
you were at his elbow. The remarks on the Tariff are probably as 
liberal as it was prudent to give expression to. There is an air of 
great candour about the President, and I am glad on every occasion 
to express my respect for his character. You see Lord Ashburton ^ 
has accepted the post of Minister Extraordinary to the U. S. but 
will probably not sail till the spring is somewhat advanced. He is 
upwards of seventy years of age, and some of the newspapers are 
somewhat free in their criticisms upon his appointment. I dare 
say you recollect his pamphlet on the Orders in Council, which I 
reprinted in New York upwards of thirty years ago. It was replete 
with Free Trade opinion, and so were his speeches in the House of 
Commons, but he has taken a peerage from the Tories, and has 
become a great buyer of land (I am told his notion is to buy at low 
prices, where titles are doubtful) and so he is now a great supporter 
of Corn Laws and protective duties. I never knew a Baring that 
possessed any feeling for the people or for mankind — this I say 
privately. 

I have sent you several newspapers, some of them provincial 
papers which are very well written and honestly conducted, and 
favorable to Free Trade. There is nothing new in our prospects. 
Parliament is to meet the 3rd February, and then Sir Robert Peel 
will propose his commercial changes. No doubt he will propose 
some alteration in the Corn Laws, and probably in other articles 
but certainly not to the extent that I should like. Probably some- 
thing will depend on the state of trade, and it is generally believed 
there will be some slight improvement this month, for reasons how- 
ever which are not very forcible. For instance it is said the Bank of 
England having more bullion will be more liberal in its discounts, 
etc., but I have no reliance on anything but Free Trade. Our wheat 
duty has again advanced, and it is very doubtful whether the duty 
will be so low in the spring as to admit of imports. There appears 
to be a considerable accumulation of flour at New York, and most 
happy should I be, if we were receiving it at a low duty. The con- 
sumption of cotton last year (in bales) appears to have fallen off 
only about 5 per cent but the trade has been most disastrous to the 
spinners and manufacturers, most of w^hom have been I suspect 
without profits for the last three years. I hear the import of East 
India cotton into Liverpool and London in this and the next months 
will not be less than 58,000 bales. The London and Liverpool 
House of B. are said to have reduced their stock of cotton to about 

1 Alexander Baring (i 774-1848). 
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40,000 bales. I am well content to have retired from business, but 
my Brother is doing a safe business because he does it upon a scale 
of moderate interest. With great regard, Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 27 Jan'y, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — The Second Report of Banks of Issue, I have 
great pleasure in sending you by a sailing vessel, the Germany, and 
I hope you will safely receive it. 

As the meeting of Parliament draws near, we are more and more 
anxious to know what Sir Robert Peel will do. We shall put forth 
all our strength, but power at present rests with our opponents. 
Something Peel will propose in the way of relaxation, but he will 
not dare boldly to attack the fortress of Monopoly. With great 
regard. Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 February, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I have arrived here for the Session which com- 
mences to-day, and I am sorry I have only time to thank you for 
your very interesting communication by the last Packet. I have 
preserved most of the Letters of Investigator, which are written in 
so bold a stile, and in so high minded a spirit that I very greatly 
regret they are not to be continued. It is little to the credit of your 
countrymen that you have not more supporters, but the Americans 
will discover their error, when suffering under the embarrassments 
and losses resulting from a bad system of banking and the adoption 
of the High Tariff policy. Whatever you publish, I should wish to 
be sent to me not by the Steamers — if as a pamphlet let me have 
half a dozen copies and pray let me pay for them. 

Sir Robert Peel has kept his policy very secret. I hear however 
that he will propose a considerable change in the Sliding Scale and 
an alteration of the sugar, timber and other duties. The only indi- 
cation that has occurred is the resignation of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham,i of his seat in the Cabinet and the office of Lord Privy Seal. 
The Ministerial papers say the Duke differed with Peel upon the 
figures of the new Sliding Scale. I have no confidence in the con- 
sistency of either of these men and the Duke's resignation may be 

1 Richard Plantagenet Temple Nugent Brydges Chandos Grenville (1797- 
1861). 
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to throw dust in the eyes of the community. Sir Robert Peel will 
be pressed to bring his measures forward early, indeed it is his best 
policy to do so. If we have various divisions on the corn question, 
I intend to vote ist for total repeal, 2nd, low fixed duty, after which 
no doubt we must take what Peel and his majority chuse to give us. 
Something we must gain, and thank God there is great light abroad 
upon Free Trade subjects so that the movement cannot stop. With 
great regard, Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to HenK/Y Lee. 

London, 2 March, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I have again to thank you for letters. The last 
is dated the ist Feb'y and informs me of the stoppage of Philadel- 
phia Banks which upon your authority I had long been prepared for. 
Mr. Wm. Brown called upon me two or three days before I received 
your letter and I told him I was prepared to hear of the failure of all 
the banks in Philadelphia and Baltimore. I still hear of more in- 
stances of losses by worthy people by holding Bank Stock, etc. — a 
dissenting minister has been with me, whose wife had £8000 in Mr. 
Biddle's bank bought at £28. I have seen a gentleman who loses 
£22,000. A friend of mine in December told me his father had 
shares in the Girard Bank and asked me what he should do with 
them. I told him to send them out by the first packet and get any 
thing he could for them as the Bank would certainly fail. He de- 
layed and only sent them out in February. 

I fear you will think I hore you by the newspapers I address to 
you. I do not expect however that you will read what I am un- 
fortunately doomed to listen to, especially the talk of our Agricul- 
tural party. It is a new thing however to get 90 Members (and if it 
had not been for absentees we should have had upwards of 100) to 
vote for a total and immediate repeal of the Corn Laws, and the 
word now was a stumbling block to many people. I stated the case 
of America as well as I could. Sir Robert Peel has not yet got leave 
to bring in his Bill, but I suppose it will pass pretty much as already 
laid before the public. Many people say he has gone as far in his 
New Scale as he could command the support of his Party. I detest 
the Measure which I hope will not last very long. I am anxious for 
the rest of Peel's measures those which affect other commodities 
than grain for I hope he is going largely to alter the sugar, coffee 
and timber duties. All this however is quite uncertain. I have sent 
you, by sailing vessel, a few parliamentary papers on the corn trade 
and am pleased that one of them states the flour exports of the U. S. 
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My Brother has refused the drafts of one of his correspondents who 
writes largely about the advance which is to take place in cotton 
here, making it a pretext to overdraw largely. I really do not think 
the nett commission upon cotton justifies a shipper in expecting an 
advance beyond a fair proportion of what the sale is likely to pro- 
duce, and in the wretched state of our trade there is no ground 
for calculating on higher prices. Our Government intends to 
allow American wheat to go free into Canada, but to tax flour 
2/ per bbl. 

I am desirous of learning what the Congress will do about the 
Tariff. According to PeePs New Scale the duty on wheat to-day 
would be 12/ per quarter, the present duty 26/8 per quarter. This 
will never do tho it is a reduction. Yours truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 2 April, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I return to-morrow to London to resume my 
duties. I hope that you will have received the proposed Tariff 
which I sent you by a sailing vessel last month. There will be some 
modifications in it, but in the main I think it will be carried. The 
Agricultural Party are in arms against the removal of the prohibi- 
tion to import sheep and cattle, as they say great numbers will 
arrive from Holstein and the Continental ports, into ports on the 
east coast of our Island. I hope it may be so, and Sir Robert Peel 
shall have my vote, wherever he proposes the removal of prohibi- 
tions and of protective duties. I fear the reduction on foreign 
timber will scarcely let in your staves of which we had formerly a 
large supply. Eventually, I think you will supply us with a great 
quantity of fish and sperm oil. 

Your country and mine are playing a very different game as to 
tariffs. I perceive your legislators and your people are very much 
of one opinion as to raising duties and extending protections, whilst 
here the Tory prime Minister is boasting that he intends to revive 
trade, by lowering Import Duties and removing prohibitions. Your 
course may be in some measure necessary from the deficiency in 
your revenue. I have never in my experience, heard such com- 
plaints of the state of trade, and every one engaged in commerce or 
manufactures appears to be out of spirits. You have been right in 
all you have told me about your Southern Banks and Stocks and I 
suspect a good deal of mischief has yet to occur, before you are in 
course of improvement. Money in London is abundant at 3^4 and 
4 per cent. I never knew cotton so low before and am inclined to 
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think it cannot go lower. Hoping soon to heax from you, I remain, 
My dear Sir, Very truly yours, ^^^ Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 18 April, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I am disappointed that we have not heard of 
the arrival of the steamer of the 2nd. In Parliament we have passed 
Resolutions on which a Bill will be brought in to admit foreign pro- 
ductions into the British Possessions in America and the Mauritius 
at a low rate of duty. This is the measure (tho' not exactly the 
same) that was brought in by Mr. Labouchere ^ last year, but which 
he did not succeed in passing. 

The Corn Importation Bill is to be read a first time in the House 
of Lords to-day. There will be a discussion about it, but being a 
money bill they cannot alter it, without throwing it out, so I expect 
it will pass in the course of a few days. The Income Tax is still 
under discussion in the House of Commons, but will undoubtedly 
pass, and when that has become a matter of certainty, we shall pro- 
ceed with the tariff. I have sent you the first tariff and the revised 
one, but being by sailing vessels they may not reach you very early. 
Sir Robert Peel declares his determination to pass the tariff, as a 
good deal of opposition is rising up against it on the part of the 
Agriculturalists and Cattle Feeders, the latter foresee a considerable 
importation of cattle from Holstein and some parts of the Conti- 
nent. Sir Robert Peel will have the support of the Free Trade 
Party in the House of Commons to enable him to carry his tariff, 
which I think with all its defects is a step in the right direction. It 
will certainly increase our trade in a variety of articles with the 
U. S. and our continental neighbours, and I consider it as dealing a 
blow at monopoly which will be followed up with much success 
hereafter. I am therefore not without much satisfaction at this 
commencement of Free Trade measures by a Tory Ministry. 

The corn merchants I hear do not intend to pay duty on their 
wheat upon the passing of the Bill. The new duty would be 13/ 
per quarter but the merchants say the markets are rising and the 
duty will be considerably lower during the summer. The duty on 
oats would be 8/., barley and Indian corn 9/ per quarter. There 
is no improvement in trade, but there have been considerable pur- 
chases of cotton on speculation, merely because money is very 
plentiful 3^ to 4 per cent, and it is thought cotton will pay for 
keeping. Yours always, 

Tho. Thornely. 

1 Henry Labouchere (i 798-1869). 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 May, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I have not had the pleasure to hear from you 
for some time. The only real progress that we have made in legis- 
lation is that the Corn Importation Bill has passed into a law. The 
duty payable this week is wheat 13/ per quarter, flour proportion 
the same as before, barley and Indian corn 10/., oats 8/., rye 9/6, 
beans and peas 10/6 per quarter. Canada wheat and flour come in 
at the lowest duty i/. so that all that are in bond in the country say 
12,000 quarters of wheat and 80,000 barrels of flour will at once be 
taken out of bond, but with respect to foreign wheat of which the 
stock is 650,000 quarters and flour 160,000 barrels, I believe very 
little duty will be paid at present, for the holders or many of them, 
are sanguine that prices will rise and the duty be considerably lower 
before the harvest. This however is always uncertain. The weather 
has this spring been unusually dry; we have not had a shower for 
several weeks, the winds have been easterly and rather cold, and 
on the whole I should think the season not unfavorable. The trade 
in our manufacturing districts continues deplorably bad which no 
doubt materially diminishes the consumption, especially of the 
better sorts of food. I hope you will have received a copy of the 
Tariff which I sent you. We have not yet undertaken the discussion 
of the tariff, as Sir Robert Peel wants to make sure of the Income 
Tax, before he proceeds with the Tariff but we last night, in com- 
mittee, got through about half of the Income Tax Bill, and the rest 
will be so little opposed that I think the Tariff must be proceeded 
with very shortly. I hope some good will result from the tariff; 
at all events it is breaking ground in favor of the abolition of pro- 
hibitory duties, and it will be the fault of the people if more is not 
gained hereafter. The Income Tax Bill taxes the income from funds 
held by foreigners. I was one of forty who voted last night to 
exempt foreigners, but Peel had a very large majority, many Lib- 
erals voting with him, against us. 

I hear no very favorable intelligence from the States. Some of 
the Philadelphia Banks appear to have resumed specie payments, 
but Maryland and the South appear to be lamentably involved. 
The lowering of interest by the Bank of England and the want of 
employment for capital has caused so great an abundance of money 
that I believe it is to be had upon very low terms; I should think 
23^ to 3J^ per cent- With very best wishes believe me. Dear Sir, 
Truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 22 Oct., 1842. 

My DEAR Sir, — I have to thank you for your obliging letter of 
the 28 ulto. I do not attach very great importance to Sir Rob. 
PeePs declaration about the high price of grain, etc., in the States. 
Mr. Cobden I think did take an opportunity of stating in the House 
of Commons that your high prices of flour were owing to the ex- 
pansion of your currency; at least I recollect our agreeing upon that 
point. I wanted to get a parliamentary return of all flour, grain and 
provisions exported from the U. S. and the prices, in a series of 
years. It was too late in the Session to get it, and indeed the Board 
of Trade said they had not the materials to furnish it, but in the 
forthcoming volume of "Tables of Revenue, Population and Com- 
merce'' they have promised to give all the returns which they 
possess. Such a return would shew that in every year, you have 
largely exported flour and provisions, and this could not have been 
the case, if you had not furnished the articles at lower prices than 
other countries. Upon the few occasions when you were importers 
of wheat, not only was your currency in excess, but I think you 
were so occupied in investing in internal improvements and railways 
the money you had borrowed in Europe that you had to a certain 
extent, neglected the more humble occupation of tilling the earth. 
The misrepresentation of Sir Rob. Peel probably served his tem- 
porary purpose. There will be a great pressure upon Sir Rob. Peel, 
both in and out of Parliament, to adopt Free Trade measures, and 
I feel confident he must do something in the way of concession, but 
Peel is not a great man, nor a statesman to my mind. I think per- 
haps rather better of him, than does an excellent Free Trade Mem- 
ber of our House from whom I have a letter this morning. He says: 
''I expect nothing from Peel's disposition, tho' perhaps his ambi- 
tion still to lead a majority in the House of Commons, or to retain 
whatever pubhc esteem he now enjoys in the country may induce 
him to concede a little to pubhc good; but he has no great or gen- 
erous views with regard to his country or to mankind and if he had 
he lacks the spirit to enforce them. A prudent man of business is a 
good character for any man no doubt, but something more is re- 
quired to lead and regulate a free and progressive people." The 
trade of our country is bad in every direction and can only be per- 
manently improved by adopting Free Trade measures. Our harvest 
is turning out worse than had been expected and any fall in prices 
is owing to the damp state of the corn and the general badness of 
the quality. Our potatoes are turning out very ill, owing to the 
very heavy rains which have inundated the country. These then 



I920.] LEE-THORNELY LETTERS, 1840-1847. 307 

are materials for Free Trade agitation, and with the lights that are 
abroad, I trust we shall accomplish something now, and more 
hereafter. 

The duty on wheat is 22/8. Flour in bond is worth 28/ per bbl. 
duty paid 38/ and 39/. per bbl. but no one now pays duty as it is 
almost certain we shall want supplies which must come in, at some 
lower rate. In cotton, I believe prices have not varied for nearly 
two months. They are sufficiently low to prevent much fall and 
the stock is too large and the trade too much depressed to admit of 
any material advance. We perhaps feel less anxiety than we did, 
about McLeod.^ I wish the borderers could be restrained. Yours 
very truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 31 December, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I arrived safely at home in eighteen days. The 
weather was stormy but the wind being favorable, we did tolerably 
well. 

I am delighted that I have made this visit to the States. I have 
seen much that has gratified me, but I have been amazed at the 
extent of the bankruptcies, losses and delinquencies that have been 
mentioned to me in New York and Philadelphia. I suppose I must 
admit that the Free Trade Party in America is on the decline, tho' 
the result of the New York elections certainly told a different tale, 
and whilst I was in New York, I thought I could perceive a change 
in public opinion, for some of my Whig friends would not vote at 
all, and several that I saw, said they had voted Locofoco for the 
first time. 

Here some of my friends tell me Free Trade has made greater 
progress whilst I have been away, than in all time previously. This 
is cheering. The Anti Corn Law League which go for Free Trade 
generally and for a total repeal of the Corn Laws have stated that 
they want £50,000 to pay for lecturers, printing, etc. Most of this 
sum is raised, and the rest will be, and people say, at all events, the 
Sliding Scale must go, as it has this year disappointed every one, 
and ruined the importers. The Landlords at their public meetings 
exhort the farmers not to rely on corn laws, so much as upon im- 
provements in agriculture, and it is a fact that in many districts, 

1 Alexander McLeod, who boasted that he had been of the party to destroy 
the steamer Carolme in 1837, had been arrested and indicted for murder in 1841, 
when visiting the United States, in connection with the Caroline affair. After 
much legal complication he was released. 
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the draining and improving of land is going on, in a way it never 
was before. I am not sanguine as to what Sir Robert Peel may do, 
but I am certain that the public opinion has rapidly advanced on 
the side of Free Trade, and I trust we cannot stand long just where 
we are. 

A friend of mine in London writes to me that he is disposed to 
buy some Indiana stock. I have recommended him to do nothing 
of the sort, as I am certain the principal and interest will never be 
paid. I understand there has been a decided improvement in the 
trade of this country, and the low price of provisions has added 
greatly to the comfort of the laboring classes. If we could all get 
all the productions of the world at their natural price, what a happy 
world this would be. 

Some of our newspaper editors have been rather jocose upon the 
candour of your President in stating that he could not borrow any 
money in Europe whilst the old Governments, tho' overwhelmed 
with debt, can borrow at a low rate. 

I do not at present recollect any publication that it would interest 
you for me to send. The Anti Corn Law are distributing tracts all 
over the country in favor of a total repeal of the Corn Laws, and 
the friends of a fixed duty who would formerly have been glad of 
8/ and 10/ per quarter, now say that they would not accept a 
higher duty than 4/ and 5/. 

I cannot tell you how much pleasure I derived from seeing you 
and from conversations with you in Boston. I am writing to Mr. 
Biddle and am greatly obliged to you for procuring me the ac- 
quaintance of so valuable a man. How much I missed, by the death 
of Dr. Channing ^ and Condy Raguet.^ 

Pray favor me with a continuance of your correspondence. Any 
thing about Free Trade interests me greatly. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 March, 1843. 

My dear Sir, — I owe you many thanks for your letter dated 
the I February which contains a great deal of information that is 
interesting to me. Besides information of your State Stocks and 
monetary concerns, I should like to know the state and prospects 
of your manufacturing stock, the popularity of the tariff and pros- 
pect of its continuance, modification or repeal. Here there appears 
to be a great abundance of money and I believe the Bank of Eng- 

1 Channing died October 2, 1842. 2 (1784-1842). 
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land has just put out a notice that they will discount long paper at 
the rate of 3 per cent per annum. With all this abundance, I do 
not hear that there is any disposition to go into American stocks. 
Indeed a gentleman who came to me the other day about some Ohio 
stock which he has held a good while, and to whom I mentioned 
Massachusetts stock as a safe investment, said at once, that when 
he once got his money out of American stocks, he would never put 
it in again. 

My colleague will probably not bring forward his Corn Law 
motion till about the i May. Lord Robert Grosvenor ^ M. P. (son 
of the Marquis of Westminster) has sent a donation to the Anti 
Corn Law League but states in his letter (which is published,) that 
he does not entirely agree with them but that the Sliding Scale is 
doing great mischief in the country, and that no duty above 5/. per 
quarter would now be acceptable. The opinion of those who advo- 
cate a fixed duty, I find to be pretty unanimous that 5/. should be 
the very highest rate. 

I suppose our Ministers intend to bring in a Bill to charge 3/ 
stlg. per quarter on American wheat going into Canada, the said 
wheat and the flour made from it, being to be always admitted into 
this country at a nominal duty say i/. per quarter. I don't know 
what our landed interest gentry may say to this, for as far as it goes 
it repeals the Sliding Scale and substitutes a low fixed duty. One is 
never certain of measures of this sort being carried thro\ 

I shall feel great interest in the report which you inform me you 
propose to publish in April and shall be much obliged if you will 
send me two or three copies to Liverpool (but not thro' the Post 
Ofiice) or inform me where I can get them. Sir Robert Peel has 
thus far made no announcement of intended commercial changes. 
We think the sugar duties (which you are aware are a yearly grant) 
must be modified either this year or next. The rest will probably 
depend on the strength of public opinion, which I am certain has 
become of late, far more on the side of Free Trade than it ever was 
before. You are so obliging as to pay me a compliment on some- 
thing that I have said in public. I am sorry to acknowledge I am 
wanting in confidence or I should speak more than I do, in the House. 
I envy the Irish Members, for they can all speak, whether to the 
purpose or not. Hoping to hear from you, as you have leisure, I 
remain Most truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

The income tax yd in the pound, estimated by Peel to produce 
£3.700.000, it is said will raise considerably more than six millions. 

^ (1801-189J?) Jater Lord Ebury. 
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Our financial quarter and year, end the 5th April, directly after 
which Sir Robert will tell us what he will do. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 April, 1843. 

My DEAR Sir, — Many thanks for your valuable letter of i 
March. Your remarks on the price of cotton are important. I 
presume it would have been lower even than it is at Liverpool, if 
the price had depended on the state of trade, for there is nothing 
very flourishing in that respect, but money is so very abundant, 
that people who have a surplus think that it must come out right in 
the end, if invested in cotton at these prices. The cheapness of 
money I apprehend is confined to bills and securities easily con- 
vertible; I presume on mortgage 4 per cent may be had, and a 
person told me the other day he had given 5 per cent, on mortgage 
upon small houses. I do not know much of what is going on among 
the merchants. Browns I think are rich and they have for a good 
while past sold all their cotton on arrival. This is very judicious, it 
brings accounts speedily to a close, and in fact brings a better result 
to the owners and is more satisfactory to them. The other great B 
(I mention privately ^ but have no doubt of the fact) have held over a 
very heavy stock of cotton, so everybody says, and the loss some- 
where must be enormous, 

I begin to fear that we shall not get much more Free Trade this 
year. Lord Stanley,^ after Easter is to bring in a Bill to charge 3/ 
per quarter duty on your wheat going into Canada, which wheat, 
when ground into flour, not otherwise^ is to be admitted here, either 
free, or at a nominal low fixed duty say i/. This is but little change 
from the present law, but it will alarm our agricultural party, who 
are getting less and less favorable to Sir Robert Peel, only they 
cannot do without him as their leader. I presume a good many of 
your cattle and pigs will walk over into Canada and get slaughtered 
and brought in here at a very low duty. Perhaps some of our cheap 
goods may be taken back in exchange. I don't see how this is to be 
helped, unless your people are very much more virtuous than ours. 
We have a Commission sitting to investigate the frauds on the 
admission of silk goods into London. These have occurred to such 
an extent, that I have the best reason to believe that between 
smuggling and paying too little duty, the silks from the Continent 
brought into this country have not paid more than half the duty 
they are legally liable to. The low prices of grain and provisions 
check the progress of improved legislation on these articles and the 

^ Edward George Geoffrey Smith Stanley (i 799-1869), later Earl of Derby. 
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next thing that will happen will be agricultural distress. The prin- 
ciples of Free Trade however are daily making more and more 
progress, and the leaven is at work from which I expect great re- 
sults. I have sent you a newspaper with an account of an Anti- 
Corn Law meeting at Drury Lane Theatre which I think will interest 
you, and also to-day's Chronicle with Mr. Everett's Answer to the 
Memorialists upon State Stocks. Your respected Diplomatist has 
rather more confidence in them than I have. I do not expect Sir 
Robert Peel will make any alteration in the Corn Laws this year, or 
till prices are higher. I shall be anxious to see any thing farther 
that you may publish. With great regard. Yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 



Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 18 April, 1843. 

My dear Sir, — I came down for a few days, (our Easter holy- 
days) and was truly glad to receive your letter of 28 March and 
I April. Your printed remarks upon the cotton market are very 
important. I am told prices here are very steady, the stock enor- 
mous, but money is extremely abundant and prices are so moderate 
that the spinners who can afford it, stock themselves largely, and a 
fall of y^ brings speculators into the market who buy upon the 
chances of what may happen. At these prices, American cotton 
must drive East India out of use. The cotton trade with us, is no 
doubt improved, and the low price of provisions is very favorable 
to our working people. Mr. Villiers' Motion on the Corn Laws, I 
expect will come on the 9 May and we shall have other motions 
bearing upon Free Trade, but the result depends upon Sir Robert 
Peel. It is unfavorable to any movement on the Corn Laws that 
grain and provisions are now so cheap, that there is no pressure as 
to price. Still the principle of Free Exchange is what we want, and 
we never shall have a sound and steady trade to the extent we are 
entitled to, until that great principle is adopted. This packet I 
understand takes out a good many sovereigns. I shall be curious 
to see what is the result in the States of so unusual an accumulation 
of specie. I sincerely hope there will be a large circulation of it in 
the West and that it will throw out much of your paper circulation. 
Your Eastern capitalists must have lost very largely by youj credits 
at the South and by the depreciation of paper. I don't see how 
you are to get over the long credit system. I am told that our 
people are giving very long credit in Brazil and the losses in that 
trade have been very serious. I believe also I have heard that even 
at Moscow, our credits are become very long indeed. The Bank, 
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you will observe holds a larger stock of specie than it has had for 
some years, and there is a very large amount in circulation and all 
the Banks, but especially the Bank of England, are glad to pay out 
sovereigns. You may thus draw away, but I still think you had 
better have taken some of our cheap goods. I wish I could have 
made out any thing interesting to write to you. I offer as my apol- 
ogy that I was unwilling to let the packet go away without a line. 
With great regard, Yours truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

My nephew was about leaving New Orleans and going up the 
River at our last dates. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 19 June, 1843. 

My DEAR Sir, — I was favored with your letter of 31 May. The 
day after I received it, a question was put in the House of Commons 
by a Member (who was formerly a cotton manufacturer) to the 
President of the Board of Trade about 400 bales of American cotton 
goods, now lying here in bond. When the answer (such as it was) 
had been made, I read an extract from your letter. I send you the 
newspaper and would be much obliged to you to say whether I w^as 
correct in the quantity of bales which I stated to have been exported. 
I could not be certain that I read correctly your figures. I have 
sent you one or two papers that may interest you. Our division on 
Lord John Russell's Motion was a bad one and does not shew our 
strength. Many of our people were unavoidably or accidentally 
absent. Mr. Cobden was unwell and obliged to go away. This 
Parliament is a very bad one; it is out of doors that Free Trade 
principles are spreading, and if we had the good luck to have a 
dissolution within the next twelve months, I am confident we should 
have a very much better House of Commons. I am not surprized 
that you hke Lord Howick's^ speeches, he is a most able man, and 
very sound and firm in his Free Trade notions. His temper is none 
of the best, but when he is right, as is generally the case, nothing 
on earth can turn him. We are to have a debate on the sugar duties 
this week, and Sir Robert has given notice he will not remove, for 
another year the prohibitory duty on foreign sugars. This is abom- 
inable for British sugars are at least 16/. per cwt. dearer than foreign 
sugars in bond. I am disappointed in Sir Robert PeeFs movements 
this year, he appears to have yielded to the Agricultural and Monop- 
olist Party for the present. The cotton trade is doing better than 

1 Charles Grey (i 764-1845). 
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any other, indeed I entertain but a poor opinion of the condition 
of the other trades of the country. There has been a very heavy 
failure in the iron trade, the House of Harford, Davis & Co., of 
Bristol, their works in Glamorganshire. It is said they owe £400,000 
at least, and will pay almost nothing. I hear a large contract has 
been made for bar iron delivered at Bristol at £4.15/. per ton. I 
should only mislead you, if I was to give you any estimate of the 
consumption of cotton next year, and Mr. Cobden knows nothing 
of it. He has done great good by his addresses to the farmers in 
the agricultural districts. Nor have I any information whether the 
holders of American stocks will send them out for sale, upon the 
recent advance. I expect my nephew here this evening who is to 
pay me a short visit, and we shall have much pleasure in talking 
over the later accounts which he will bring me, of you and other 
friends. He will bring me some copies of Mr. Raguet's Work on 
Free Trade, one of which I shall place in the Library of the House 
of Commons. I dined yesterday in company with General Duff 
Greene.^ I remember hearing a year ago that he had had an inter- 
view with Sir Robert Peel about the necessity of a commercial 
treaty and of mutual concessions in the way of duties. He then 
returned to the States and is here again, as I am told, in the confi- 
dence of the President and Mr. Webster. What do you say of the 
weight I am to attach to all this? I wish we could all act like men 
of sense and reduce, our tariffs to revenue rates and disregard the 
prohibitions and follies of other countries. When the Session is over 
I purpose going up the Rhine to Switzerland with my sister and 
two nieces. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Memorandum, Rec^d 3 July. Answered in the matter of cotton goods 
to Mr. Thornely 30 July and also about Duff Greene no credit due to him 
or to anything he has to say about treaties. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 November, 1843. 

My dear Str, — I returned home about a fortnight ago, having 
made a tour upon the Continent of about three months. I cannot 
say that I learned much of the state of the countries we passed 
through; but I did witness a little smuggling of tobacco into France, 
an indication, I doubt not, that it is done every day, so as in the 
course of the year to furnish a considerable proportion of the con- 
simiption of the country. The constant searching of luggage 

1 (i78o?-i87s). 
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(though we had a servant who kept us almost clear of it) as you pass 
the borders, shews that the Governments set up obstructions against 
the interests of the people. I had my sister and two nieces to take 
care of; we crossed to Antwerp, then to Cologne, from whence we 
explored the Rhine; we entered Switzerland by Schaffhausen, from 
whence we visited all that is interesting in that admirable country. 
We then crossed the Alps by the St. Gothard, went to Como and 
Milan; recrossed by the Simplon, visited Lausanne, staid some time 
at Geneva and then to Paris and home. We had a most interesting 
tour and not a single thing occurred, to mar our pleasure. I recol- 
lected you had informed me your son was in Italy. If we had gone 
farther, as to Leghorn for instance, I should have hoped for the 
pleasure of seeing him. We saw beautiful crops of Indian corn and 
other articles of food and I in my admiration of them, thought how 
delighted I should be, when these things should be freely admitted 
in my country. 

There appears to have been a considerable improvement in trade 
in this country, partly owing to increased orders from the U. S., but 
cotton, which was perhaps too low, and which was run up by specu- 
lators too high and too fast, has been receding in. price for the last 
three or four weeks and I understand the market to be now very 
dull, but you will have better information from others than I can 
give you. Your currency in the States appears to be all right, at 
least chiefly so, with a great abundance of specie and a general ad- 
mission that things are in a flourishing state. I fear all this is against 
a revision of your tariff, which would have been more likely to be 
accomplished, if you had felt a continued pressure. 

I do think that in this country, sound principles are gaining 
ground and a conviction that the Corn Laws must be changed and 
that duties must be for revenue and not for protection. Mr. Cob- 
den and Mr. Bright have done incalculable good by attending meet- 
ings in the agricultural districts and appealing to the farmers whether 
the Corn Laws and the Sliding Scale have made theirs a profitable 
pursuit. Sir Robert Peel too, at two farmer's dinners, has exhorted 
the farmers to drain their lands and improve their cultivation and 
has offered to give leases to his tenants. The Free Traders are very 
proud of the result of the City of London election, where Mr. Thomas 
Baring ^ (nephew of Lord Ashburton and a partner in the House,) 
the very best man his party could have put forward, was beaten by 
Mr. Pattison,2 an out and out Free Trader. My friend Mr. War- 
burton ^ is a candidate for Kendal and I expect will be elected next 

1 (1799-1873). 

2 James Pattison. 

* Henry Warburton (i784?-i858). 
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week. The Anti-Corn Law Association has removed to London. 
They have taken a house in a conspicuous situation in Fleet Street 
and have established a weekly paper called the League. (These 
gentlemen do not put their candle under a bushel.) They call on 
the pubHc for £100,000 which they will get. I send you some of 
their papers and a number of the Economist which I believe is 
established by Mr. James Wilson,^ who published an excellent work 
on the Influences of the Corn Laws. He is a man of property. I 
shall be glad of information of the probable legislation on your 
tariff. I did hope that America would set the example of Free Trade, 
but of that I entirely despair. I was sorry not to be here when your 
friend Mr. Parker passed thro\ My nephew unites with me in best 
regards to Mrs. Lee and your family. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 January, 1844. 

My dear Sir, — I thank you very much for your letters, the last 
dated 15 December. Your President's Message is not in favor with 
our public writers or with any of us. There is nothing high minded 
about it, and we suppose it is written, however unsuccessfully, to 
secure some degree of popularity. I expect nothing of Free Trade 
from the next Congress and wish I could see any prospect of your 
adopting sound principles, even at some distance of time. I sup- 
pose we expected too much from you in this country; certainly the 
liberal Party among which I was reared, and with whom I have 
always associated, did expect great things as the result of your liberal 
institutions. To a certain degree we are disappointed, but we will 
hope for the best. Any of your early Presidents would have sent a 
Message very different from that of Mr. Tyler, but your public 
men of the present day appear to be sad trimmers to secure popu- 
larity, and you scarcely find any one firmly determined to sustain 
high principles, come what may as the result. 

In this country, we of the Free Trade Party are in general, giving 
our exertions in support of the League, that being the only asso- 
ciation formed for carrying out Free Trade principles. Many per- 
sons undoubtedly withhold their support, because they think the 
League go too far. These parties wish for a fixed duty on corn, but 
all our fixed duty men are now down to 5/. per quarter of wheat, so 
that the difference is not any great affair. The Liverpool subscrip- 
tions for the League, consequent upon our public meeting, now 

1 (1805-1860). 
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amount to £6000, a large sum for a town where monopoly is so much 
in the ascendant. The Manchester subscriptions are about £20,000. 
The Houses of Marshalls of Leeds, Strutt of Derby, and Philips of 
Manchester, have each subscribed £500. These sums shew the 
earnestness of the Parties, and I certainly have greater confidence 
than I ever had that Free Trade principles will be adopted in this 
country, but I should like them adopted soon, for one grows older, 
and should like to witness the good working of good measures. I 
quite agree with you that we should adopt Free Trade measures 
irrespective of the conduct of other countries, and like you, I would 
not wait for treaties of reciprocity. 

I very much doubt if Sir Robert Peel will alter the Corn Laws 
next Session. Provisions are now at moderate prices, trade is greatly 
improved and the condition of the laboring classes better than it 
has been for several years. These things are unfavorable to better 
legislation, which generally is most successful when the people feel 
a pressure. My reliance is upon the increased knowledge of the 
people and the certainty that our Free Traders will never stop in 
carrying out the enlightenment of the people, till we have gained 
our ends. A new Parliament and a new Ministry are wanted to 
carry out good measures, but I would rather we had no change for a 
year to come. Earl Grey is very unwell and at his death. Lord 
Howick, one of our very clever men, will go to the House of Lords. 
Money is so abundant that it is thought the Government will be 
able to reduce the interest on the 33^ per cents to 3. A great rise 
has taken place in railway shares and in all property yielding in- 
terest, and I think they have been run up too high. What an im- 
mense increase in our consumption of cotton last year! I am sorry 
to send you so dull a letter. With every good wish, and my respects 
to Mrs. Lee and your family, Yours truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 18 April, 1844. 

My DEAR Sir, — I know not whether to begin by offering my 
hearty thanks for the important information your letters have 
afforded me, or my apology for being so long in writing to you. 
With respect to the delay, let me say I have had more hard work 
upon Committees this Session than I ever had before; almost every 
day I have had to attend at noon, and frequently have not left the 
House till after midnight. This I assure you has thrown my cor- 
respondence very much in arrear. 

Your letters to me come down to the ist April, I am sorry you 
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are of opinion the tarijff will not be altered. In truth I did not ex- 
pect it, for your Monopolists are become a very powerful body, and 
people who work for themselves, do undoubtedly work a great deal 
harder than those who work for the public. Then there is such a 
delusion abroad about a country supplying its own wants, and 
being independent of foreigners. Your tariff is as clearly a law to 
impoverish your people, as if you had a law to take the money out 
of their pockets. I saw a letter lately from a gentleman who had 
travelled in the far West, and he was surprized to find what ordi- 
nary clothing was worn by persons having large landed possessions, 
and who would undoubtedly have been better covered if you had a 
greater freedom of import. 

I wish indeed that I could tell you we were making much advance 
in legislation in the direction of Free Trade. This however is not 
the case at present. On the 29th the Chancellor of the Exchequer ^ 
is to bring forward his Budget. The Income Tax has brought a 
large surplus revenue, and we hope the duty on foreign sugars will 
be reduced so as to bring them into consumption and that the wool 
duty will be taken off. The Government has the power of doing a 
good deal. We have a Committee sitting to enquire into the smug- 
gling of tobacco and the general working of the duty. I do not 
think however the duty will be altered, for the revenue upon it 
yields between three and four millions. I could have wished for a 
reduction in your tariff because it would have aided our Free Trade 
movement, especially among persons who take the narrow view of 
the subject and fear to act lest other people should not be as wise as 
ourselves. In the meantime, we are strengthening ourselves, and 
public opinion is getting stronger every day, so that when circum- 
stances favor us, the declaration of public opinion in favor of Free 
Trade will be strong and irresistible. I send you two or three papers 
to show what we are doing. The Economist is very clever but I 
doubt if it will continue, for we are quite overdone with papers. 
The League has a circulation not much below 20,000. Money you 
see is most abundant and our funds very high. The universal 
speculation in cotton in January will be followed by heavy losses 
somewhere. I suspect Mr. Humphreys at Liverpool will be among 
the losers. Cotton now arriving loses at least £1 per bale. The 
weather, as spring weather is very fine. Great draining of land is 
going forward and there is a great demand for guano. My kind 
respects to Mrs. Lee. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 
^ Henry Goulburn. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, i8 July, 1844. 

My DEAR Sir, — It is a great proof of your kindness that you 
write to me by almost every packet, without receiving a letter from 
me in return. The truth is, my labors in the present Session have 
been more pressing than they ever were before. Here have I been 
since the ist February, serving upon Committees in the morning 
and attending in the House till a late hour at night. We have had a 
Bill to pass thro' both Houses, called the Dissenter's Chapel Bill, 
in which the body which I am connected with, felt a great interest 
inasmuch as it was chiefly intended for their benefit. The passing 
of this Bill has added very much to my labors and I can now truly 
say, that both in mind and body, I am thoroughly tired out and I 
heartily desire the rest which I trust the close of the Session, in about 
four weeks, will give me the means of enjoying. I intend to take a 
tour in Scotland, with the party I took to the Continent last Autumn. 

I ought to be able to tell you what measures we have carried this 
session, not very many, I admit, which would chiefly interest you 
and me. The reduction in the 33^ per cent stock to 3 per cent has 
been very well managed and will be a large saving to the Exchequer. 
Sir Robert Peel's Bank charter Bill was also managed with great 
skill, and I think it wiU be a great check upon paper issues. No 
new bank of issue is to be allowed, and the banks now issuing are 
to be confined to the average amount of what they issue at present. 
The reduction of the duty of foreign coffee from 8d to 6d (British 
remaining at 4d) will bring in a good deal of the finer qualities of 
foreign coffee. After the Brazil Treaty expires in November, we 
are to admit foreign free labor sugar at 34/ and 5 per ct. British re- 
maining at 24/ and 5 per ct. I and the Free Traders opposed the 
distinction between free labor and slave labor produce, but we- did 
not succeed. However since the apprehension of the alteration in 
the sugar duties, the price of British has fallen 5/. perhaps 6/. per 
cwt., the importers selling immediately on arrival. The Corn Laws 
will remain as they are, so long as food is cheap and trade is good. 
I suppose we may give up the hope of Free Trade principles being 
advanced by the co-operation of the United States. If we had acted 
with judgment, as to our Corn Laws and Tariffs, you would scarcely 
have adopted a policy so completely restrictive. Still it would have 
been gratifying had you set a good example instead of following a 
bad one. I think with you, that the New York banks must be issuing 
too much paper. From the state of the exchange, it appears prob- 
ably we shall get some of your specie which we do not want, having 
already too much of that article. 
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I think there is every prospect that Sir Robert Peel will remain 
in office for a while, but he has a difficult Party to manage, so many 
of them being behind the age, and Sir Robert himself so much in 
advance of them. I doubt whether the distinctions of party which 
have till now existed, will continue much longer. Pray let me hear 
from you. A letter from you is always a treat. My respects to 
Mrs. Lee. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 October, 1844. 

My dear Sir, — I am indebted to you for two letters, but I must 
postpone my remarks upon them to a future occasion, for I have 
just returned from my second tour, made since the close of the 
Session, and to-morrow shall set out upon a third short trip. In 
this way, I really have not time to give much consideration to any 
one subject, tho' I would not allow the Packet to depart without 
thanking you for all the information you are so obliging as to give 
me, and for your own remarks on what is passing. My principal 
tour has been thro' the Western Highlands of Scotland, with my 
sister and two nieces. We visited Staifa, and went as far north as 
Inverness, then varying our route as any thing was to be seen, we 
came to Edinburgh, then to Carlisle, Newcastle, Durham and York. 
Last week I went alone to Worcester, Cheltenham and Gloucester, 
and in the Cathedral of the last named city, heard the Messiah of 
Handel in great stile by about three hundred performers. To- 
morrow my brother and I go to Hull and shall probably visit some 
of the other towns in that direction. I always find that in visits of 
this sort, I pick up a good deal of information that is hereafter useful 
to me. 

I was glad to hear how well your cotton manufactures are going 
on. I suppose they were never doing better than they now are in 
this country, and so are most of our manufactures, but I am sorry 
to find this is a year of great loss to the merchants of Liverpool. I 
am told there is a loss on every article of import except timber, 
sheep's wool and hides. There is a great loss on flour from Canada, 
much of which is of low quality and most of it arriving sour. But 
the greatest loss of all, is upon cotton, and that is to an enormous 
amount. Importers, speculators, and brokers who have made ad- 
vances to speculators, all lose heavily. There has been one failure, 
Roskell, Ogden & Co., but they lost every thing and received as- 
sistance from their relations in 1837 or 1839. Now their engage- 
ments afloat, I hear are only £26,000 of American drafts. You 
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probably know, or have heard of their New York partner, Mr. 
Depeyster Ogden, a gentleman, I think sadly too wise in his own 
conceit. Mr. Roskell when freed from his engagements, will become 
a share broker, and when prices are rising on account of the cheap- 
ness of money, these people do very well. I hear that your country- 
man, Mr. Himiphreys, has been a large speculator in cotton — of 
course by means other than his own. The American commission 
business is a discouraging one, for shippers when there is a profit, 
take it of course, but when there is a loss, it is a most difiicult thing 
to recover. I read a speech of Mr. Webster, delivered, I think at 
Albany. To all his remarks upon the tariff policy, there is one short 
answer in the pithy words of Coll. Peyronnet Thompson, ^^AU pro- 
tection means robbing somebody else.'' You must not suppose 
we are losing ground in Free Trade. That question is quietly 
progressing, and will mature in a while. At all the agricultural meet- 
ings, the farmers are exhorted to improve their system of agriculture, 
and not rely on protection. Depend upon it we shall gain something 
every year. I wish your people would have aided in this great cause, 
but I doubt if they will do so. And they give us little credit for what 
we do, for if we continue protection, they say 'thereby you flourish,' 
if we abandon it, they say 'you can now afford to do so.' However 
we will go on. My kind regards to Mrs. Lee. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, Monday 4 May, 1846. 

My dear Sir, — The Irish Bill has been the great obstruction to 
proceeding with the Corn and Tariff Bills, but we came to a division 
on the first reading on Friday night, and now we proceed with the 
Com and Tariff Bills which I expect will pass our House either next 
Friday, or not later than the nth or 12th inst. 

The general belief is that the Lords will pass both Bills and the 
majority it is stated will be twenty or thirty. Certain it is that the 
delay has brought about many conversions in the Lords. 

I do not pretend to say when the Bills will have received the 
Royal Assent but whenever that is secured, you must write me a 
letter of congratulation. What shall we find to write about, when 
these great measures are accomplished? 

I think you had better come over and pay us a visit, and see how 
prosperous and happy a people we shall be, supplied with food and 
merchandise from every part of the world. My respects if you 
please to Mrs. Lee. Very truly yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 3 July, 1846. 

My dear Sir, — On Friday last, the 26 June, I had the happiness 
to hear the Royal Assent given to the Tariff Bill, and to the Bill for 
the repeal of the Corn Laws. Believe me I feel that we are in a 
very proud position, and it is most creditable to the character of 
our countr)anen to have accomplished these measures as we have 
done. The House of Lords, I think has distinguished itself, not by 
its decisions only but by the speeches of the Peers which have on 
the whole done them great credit. 

The duty I presume has been paid already on the whole stock of 
wheat and flour, for the duty, according to the three years sliding 
scale, was on the passing of the Bill at its lowest point say 4/ per 
quarter. Yesterday it rose to 5/. foreseeing which the importers 
no doubt paid duty in anticipation. What a blessing to our people 
and to so many parts of the Civilized World! 

The newspapers which I send you will shew you the circumstances 
under which Sir Robert Peel retires from office. He is right in going 
out, and it could not well be otherwise. On the question of the 
sugar duties he is opposed by Gladstone and Goulburn.^ I hope 
Lord John Russell will bring in a good Sugar Bill and that Sir R. 
Peel will support it. Then we may carry the measure. 

Many thanks for your letter by the last Packet. I am glad the 
Oregon question seems to be got over, but there is in your democracy 
a warlike spirit that will produce evil fruit some day. Yours very 
truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

Liverpool, 3 November, 1846. 

My dear Sir, — Your esteemed letter of the 15 August reached 
me at Amsterdam. I had never been in Holland, so a day or two 
before we broke up, I went over, and was met at Rotterdam, by an 
old Dutch friend whom I knew many years ago, a singular man but 
a very honest one, whom you may recollect in the States, Mr. Ven 
den Velden. He accompanied me for three weeks, so that we had 
ample time to see the whole of that country. I afterwards went 
over to Ireland, and I reached Galway on the West Coast, whence I 
intended to make a tour to the north west, which is about the most 
distressed district but the weather was so rainy and unsettled, that I 
gave up my tour and returned home. In Dublin I met in company 

^ Henry Goulburn (i 784-1856). 
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one of the Judges and some other persons of standing and they 
asked me what had brought me to Ireland. I answered that I had 
been spending three weeks in Holland, a country which Nature had 
made a swamp and yet the industry and perseverance of the Dutch 
had drained the land and created the finest pasture land, and they 
were rearing the finest cattle I ever saw, and the whole population 
appeared to be in a flourishing condition. Now I said I am come to 
Ireland, to see why this country, so superior naturally to Holland, 
and setting aside the failure of your potato crop, is always in a state 
of beggary and wretchedness. This question was not very easily 
answered. 

There is no question that the potatoes have failed in Ireland to a 
very great extent, and yet I have sometimes thought the failure was 
exaggerated. The outcry for relief is beyond any thing for the 
landlords and the upper classes want to get all the public money and 
to supply as little of their own, as they possibly can. The whole 
state of society in Ireland, is anything but what it ought to be. It 
is extraordinary that when Indian meal was first introduced into 
Ireland a year ago, the people refused to eat it, and almost con- 
sidered it something poisonous, and now they seem as if they would 
eat nothing else. All the Indian corn that has arrived both from 
the U. S. and the Mediterranean has been bought up, chiefly for 
Ireland and there is not any now on sale at this port. The price is 
56/ per quarter or 7/ per bushel of 60 lbs. I believe the Irish de- 
mand would take off a very large quantity. Our Free Trade meas- 
ures are working admirably, and almost all parties seem as if they 
wish the remaining Corn Laws were taken off. Some representa- 
tions to that effect have been made to the Government but they 
have prorogued Parliament till 12 January and it is believed they 
will not interfere with the Corn Law. You know Indian corn does 
not pay a fluctuating duty, but a permanent duty of 1/ per quarter, 
and the lowest duty is payable on all the other articles, namely 4/ 
wheat, 1/6 oats, 2/. all the rest, and these duties will probably con- 
tinue for several months. Wheat and flour seem to be rather de- 
clining, flour in bond about 32/. I do not think wheat and flour 
will fluctuate very much, but we shall want large supplies of I. corn 
and the inferior grains, and indeed I think we shall want all the wheat 
and flour you can send us. Our sugar duties too are working well and 
the nonsense about slavery seems at an end. Duty is paid here every 
day on a small quantity of Manilla, Cuba, Porto Rico and Brazil. 

Your Tariff I have no doubt will give you the Revenue Mr. Walker 
expects. My objection to the Tariff, if I was an American, would 
be that it is a great deal too high. Yours very truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 
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Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 2 February, 1847. 

My dear Sir, — Your letter of the i6th December remarked 
good naturedly that you were almost sorry the Corn Laws were 
repealed, as we might no longer have materials for correspondence. 
It is true we have been fellow labourers in the cause of Free Trade, 
and now that so much has been accomplished we ought to write, 
if only to congratulate each other. Besides this, I assure you that 
your letters for years past have given me both great pleasure and 
great instruction, and I doubt not we shall be able to find materials 
for farther correspondence. 

In four days after our Session begun, we suspended till ist Sept. 
the import duties on grain, flour, meal and rice, and suspended the 
Navigation Laws so as to admit them, to that time, in any ships 
from any countries. So that for the present we have got the total 
repeal, and I think it very probable, the duty will not again attach. 
Our wants for Ireland have been so pressing (and so they will con- 
tinue whilst the Irish have public money with which to buy food) 
that the supplies from the States seem to have disappointed us as 
to their extent. I am aware you have grown nothing for us, and 
eventually the supplies will be enormously large, but what we are 
anxious about is the next few months. I suppose Western Canal 
flour is worth about 40/. and there must be about 500,000 barrels 
of flour lying in Liverpool. Some people are of opinion the stocks 
held by the farmers, even in Ireland are large and that prices have 
seen the highest, and indeed wheat in Mark Lane fell yesterday 5/ 
per quarter. 

The Indian corn has been bought for consumption as fast as it 
arrived and often before, and has sustained the enormous prices of 
70/ and 74/ per quarter. This is such a fancy price that I will not 
pretend to say when it will fall to its natural price. Certainly the 
famine in Ireland, occasioned by failure of the potato crop, is more 
serious than I apprehended, and oatmeal, so well suited to the people 
is selling higher than wheaten flour. The difiiculty of managing Ire- 
land, no one can tell. The wealthy absentee Landlords are the best, 
the worst are the poor resident Landlords mortgaged to the utmost. 
If they could all be sold up it would be a great blessing. You 
will receive from us a good deal of specie, at the present 
exchange. Your agriculturists must have a great harvest of 
wealth in the present state of things. I will add a P. S. to- 
morrow, and with my kind respects to Mrs. Lee, believe me 
Yours most truly, 

Tho. Thornely. 
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The Irish poor are so crowding over to this country, that in- 
cluding women and children they are now relieving in Liverpool 
24,000. 

3 February. I see Western Canal flour has fallen in Liverpool to 
38/6 and 39/. Indian com is still upwards of 70/. I really believe 
we shall want a great deal of Indian Corn and I do not think any of 
these articles will fall low for a considerable time. 

Thomas Thornely to Henry Lee. 

London, 30 November [18 November], 1847. 

My dear Sir, — I have to thank you for your obliging letters of 
30 September and 30th October. Parliament meets to-day, but 
only for the election of Speaker and for swearing in Members when 
it rnust be decided whether the Jewish Baron Rothschild ^ can sit 
among us Christians. The Queen's Speech which makes the com- 
mencement of business will not be delivered till the 23d inst. It is 
stated in some of the well informed papers that a Parliamentary 
Committee will be appointed to consider our present banking sys- 
tem. If there should be a Committee I [hope] it may be a searching 
one, for the Country Joint Stock Banks have been carrying on a 
very wild business, discounting all sorts of paper at long dates, 
charging a high rate and then re-discounting with the money brokers 
in London at a low rate and thus making a large dividend. If they 
had confined their business to the limits required [by] the extent of 
their capital, their dividend would have been less, so the share- 
holders would have been dissatisfied and the managers would not 
have been regarded for their wisdom. It was when the money 
brokers in London could no longer find cash to discount these bills 
that the Joint Stock Banks cried out about currency. I told the 
managers I saw clearly (this was in April) that they were short of 
capital, that I was sure they had in their bill case vast amounts in 
bills which ought never to have been there, and that they had better 
go home and make calls upon their shareholders for more capital, 
and also that they should do less business. I had no idea of the 
extent to which bills connected with India and China were running, 
generally drawn at six months. The railways as I once told you 
have been a principal cause of the scarcity of money they have 
locked up so very much capital — this year upwards of thirty-five 
millions. I do not know exactly how the money market now stands. 
A rich banker in Liverpool told me last week he had been lending 

^ Lionel Nathan de Rothschild ( 1808-18 79). He was not allowed to take his 
seat, although repeatedly elected, until 1858. The question of admitting him 
turned on the oath taken by members. 
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out money on the London Stock Exchange at 4 per ct. and I was 
told the same Bank was discounting bills at 6 per ct. Our 3 per cts. 
have advanced and are now between 84 and 85 and I think money 
will be abundant and at a moderate rate very soon. Most [of] the 
doubtful bills must have run out, tho' no doubt many have been 
renewed. I understand in Liverpool that holders of railway shares 
are offering to borrow money, leaving a good margin at 10 per cent. 
It is said the Royal Bank of Liverpool will [ca]ll up more capital 
from their share holders and resume business the ist December. 
Were I a share holder, I would withdraw and I believe shares on 
which £500 had been paid, we[re] since the stoppage to have been 
had [for] nothing. The House to which this Bank advanced nearly 
£500,000 is already in the Gazette. One thing is already pretty 
generally understood, namely that no House has failed which ought 
not to fail. These London Houses had long been unsound, and were 
merchant princes only in their princely expenditure. 

I scarcely think Parliament will do any thing about banking, 
unless it be to remove the restriction on the issues of the Bank of 
England, which has been done by the letter from Lord John Russell 
and Sir Charles Wood,^ tho' not acted upon by the Bank thus far, and 
now will not be required though they say it restored confidence. At 
all events our convertible currency will be sustained, and we shall 
not allow issues of paper. Speculation and over trading have done 
terrible mischief, but I look for a good sound trade, under our 
present Free Trade regulations and we shall be all the better 
when these rotten establishments are out of the way. Very truly 
yours, 

Tho. Thornely. 

The Roxbury Committee of Vigilance, 1834-1835^ 

Dr. Edward H. Bradford has presented to the Society the 
following papers pertaining to a committee of Vigilance formed 
in Roxbury after the burning of the convent in Charlestown 
and intended to protect nuns who had taken temporary refuge 
in Roxbury. The secretary of this committee was Charles 
Hickling, whose daughter was the mother of Dr. Bradford.^ 
Fragmentary as they are, these records of meetings, all in 

1 (1800-1885). 

2 The Hicklings traced back to William, of York, who married Sarah Sales; 
his grandson, William, married Elizabeth Hudson (or Hodson), and his great- 
grandson, also William, married Elizabeth Bradford and had Charles, born in 
1799, who married Eliza Edes. 
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Hickling's writing, are of interest in bringing to light an act of 
mercy at a time when its performance demanded courage and 
sacrifice. 

I. 

Cambridge, December 15th, 1834. 

Dear Sir, — I would inform you that, I have received informa- 
tion, that threats have been made to pull down or destroy the build- 
ing, used a[s] a Nunery, at Roxbury. Altho. I do not, on common 
occasions, think much of these threats. Yet I think they may mean 
something, in these times of excitement and insubordination. I 
sincerely hope, if such an attempt should be made, the persons 
engaged may be tried and punished, on the spot. They could not 
be convicted, probably, before a Court of Justice. We learn that, 
by the present trials, here. You will excuse me, I presume, for this 
information. I hope for better acquaintance. 

I am. Sir, with great respect, 

B. F. Varnum, Shf. of Middlesex. 

John Baker, 2d. Shff. of Norfolk. 

II. 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Roxbury held at the Town 
Hall on Tuesday evening, Dec. 23d, 1834 for the purpose of taking 
measures to suppress riots and for protecting the building now occu- 
pied by the "Ursuline Community " 

Major Isaac Gale was chosen Chairman, and C. Hickling, Secre- 
tary. 
Voted That Messrs. Jon'n Dorr 

C. Hickling 

S. J. Gardner 

Dr. Prentiss and 

George Adams, be a committee to draft resolu- 
tions expressive of the sentiments of this meeting upon the subject 
before them. 

Said committee Reported the following: 
"Whereas the Inhabitants of Roxbury have viewed with feelings of 
regret the late disgraceful riots in an adjoining County; And having 
had information that the same scenes will be acted at their very 
thresholds ; And feeling the necessity, while they profess to live in a 
community governed by wise and wholesome laws that those laws 
should be supported with a becoming spirit of energy and deter- 
mination; and that all rioters, and all bodies of men associated for 
the destruction of private property should be considered and treated 
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as enemies of the public weal, and destroyers of the sacred rights of 
society — therefore 

Resolved, That we will form a Committee of Vigilance of Pro- 
tection who shall hold themselves ready at a moments warning to 
repair to any place of riot, and repress with energy the lawless at- 
tacks of a lawless mob. 

Resolved, that said Committee be forthwith formed by all such 
persons, as shall voluntarily subscribe articles of association, founded 
on principles of the last resolution, who shall have the power to 
apply to the proper Authorities for a legal watch and to take such 
other legal measures, as shall have the tendency to promote and 
command the peace of the community. 

Voted to accept these resolutions. 

Voted that the following gentlemen be the Executive Committee 
of this general Committee: 

David Dudley Joseph Harrington Gen. E. W. Bradley 
D. A. Simmons Shubael Bills John Webber 

Chas. Hickling J. J. Clarke Jon'a Dorr 

Isaac Gale Watson Gore John Lemist 

Voted that this meeting be dissolved. 

C. Hickling, Secretary, 

The Executive Committee of Vigilance and Protection having 
adjourned to the Norfolk House, 

John Lemist was chosen Chairman 

Charles Hickling Secretary. 

Voted that the Selectmen be requested to appoint a nightly patrol 
to watch the building occupied by the Ursuline Community. 

Voted that a Secret Committee of three be formed to collect the 
earliest information of any threatened attack, or of any meetings 
held in any of the neighboring towns to disturb the quiet of this 
Community. 

Voted that this Committee be formed by one from this board and 
two out of it. 

Voted that Mr. Shubael Bills from this Board be Chairman of 
this Committee and that S. J. Gardner, Esq. and Capt. Lewis Slack 
be associated with him. 

Voted That D. A. Simmons and Watson Gore be a committee to 
wait immediately upon the Superior and state to her the proceedings 
of this evening. 

Voted that a watch be appointed to guard the building this night, 
and that Genl Bradley be a Committee from this Board to attend 
to the forming a watch of six persons, and repair to the Town House 
for that purpose. 
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Voted that J. Harrington be a Committee to make the necessary 
preparations to have the military in readiness at a moment's 
warning. 

Voted that the Captain of the watch be nightly instructed, upon 
the first alarm, to send a man to ring and toll the bell in Mr. Put- 
nam's meeting house. 

Voted that the names of the nightly watch be handed to the 
Superior, and that they report themselves to her. 

Voted that the members of this Board on the first alarm repair 
immediately to Mr. Watson Gore's house. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon the Superior reported 
that they found the inmates of the Convent at rest, for the first 
time for two nights, and a guard on duty around the house. 

The Committee to form the Watch, returned and reported that 
he had dispatched six persons upon that duty for this night. 



III. 

A Committee from the meeting of the young men, submitted a 
letter directed to the Superior of the Ursuline Community. Where- 
upon it was Voted that this Board approve it, and that the Chair- 
man endorse said approval upon it. 

Voted that this meeting adjourn to W. Gore's house Friday 
evening ^ next 7. o'clock. 

C. HiCKLiNG, Sec'y. 

[The following was crossed out:] Voted Mess. Harrington and 
Gore be a committee to confer with the Lady Superior in relation to 
the Head quarters of Watch. 

IV. 

Adjourned meeting at Mr. Gore's Dec. 26th, 1834. 

Voted that a voluntary watch be raised to guard the building 
now occupied by the Community. 

Voted that each member of this Committee obtain ten persons 
to compose the voluntary watch. 

Voted that Mr. Harrington and Mr. Gore and Mr. Hickling be 
a committee to call upon the Superior and ascertain her views 
touching the mode of protecting those under her charge. 

Voted the above Committee inform the Superior, that it is the 
opinion of this Committee of Vigilance that the inmates of Brinley 
Place, in case of alarm should not remove, but remain quietly in 
the building confident of adequate protection. 

* December 26? 
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Voted that Jon'n Dorr be a Committee to confer with the Pru- 
dential Committee of the district in which the School house is situated 
and endeavor to obtain the nightly use of the building for the ac- 
commodation of the watch. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon the Superior reported 
that she with great kindness offered the use of the Hall with a fire 
and refreshments for the nightly watch. That she could not express 
the gratitude she felt for the energetic steps which had been taken 
by the Citizens of Roxbury for her protection — a kindness greater 
than she had ever experienced before. And that she kindly thanked 
them. 

Voted that the Norfolk Guards be kept in readiness at their 
Armory in case of any riot and wait the orders of a civil officer. 

Voted that Judge Leland be requested in case of a riot to read the 
riot act. If he should not be on the ground, then the Senior Magis- 
trate to act in his stead. 

Voted that the watch word "Protection" be reported to the 
Superior, as one that may admit the Committee of Vigilance into 
the building occupied by her, in case of alarm. 

Voted that Mr. Gore report the watch word to the Superior, 

Voted to adjourn to next Thursday evening 7. o'clock at Mr. 
Lemist's house. 

V. 

To the Committee of Vigilance: 

Messrs, If a requisition of the Infantry is necessary in the present 
crisis of affairs, independent of the Norfolk Guards I would suggest 
the expediency of being extremely cautious to whom the Command 
of Infantry Companies were assigned and that no officer be detailed 
for duty on the occasion who is unwilling to make a single effort to 
sustain the ^Supremacy of the Laws.' I am induced to make these 
suggestions to you from remarks made by a number of officers, in 
command of Infantry Companies, and their subalterns under them, 
in this Town. Knowing the influence those officers exert over Men 
under their command I should think it would be highly improper 
that any duty be assigned them in the defence, (if any attack is 
made) of the Ursuline Community. I would call the attention of 
the Committee to the subject of Alarms of Fire, wether it would not 
be necessary to reconnoitre the ^Highlands' south of the Convent 
to see wether there are any Combustible Materials for making 
Beacon Fires, collected on the hill to be used by evil disposed per- 
sons to anoy the members of the U. Community by False Alarms of 
Fire. While the Bells were ringing an Alarm last Evening, in the 
City, the Attention of a particular class of Men were directed to- 
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wards the Convent, — and an Alarm of Fire on the Hill south of the 
Convent will be the Signal for an attack, or collection of a mob near 
the Convent for the Annoyance of its Inmates; if not the destruction 
of the Buildings. I hope the Committee will excuse the manner 
in which the above suggestions are made. Necessarily coming in 
contact with a great variety of Men as I do, and hearing frequent 
allusions made to the all exciting topics of conversation; I am able 
from what I can collect together from the informations of some of 
the most worthless and detestable Men, who justify the proceedings 
of the late outrages at Charlestown, that a somewhat similar mode 
of opperation will be adopted here. 

Gentlemen I am with Respect Your Obedient Servant, 

L. Slack. 
RoxBURY, December 28, 1834. 

[Addressed,] To the Committee Vigilance of Roxbury. 

VI. 

Dec. 31st, 1834. 

Gentlemen: — Look out sharp on Saturday night as an attack 
on the temporary Convent is meditated. It will be attacked if the 
Conspirators do not find out that they are watched. They will look 
sharp as well as you. You cannot watch them too sharp. I can tell 
you no more than "Look sharp." 
Adieu. 

A Friend to the Laws. 

To the Select men of Roxbury. 

[Addressed, in another handwriting,] Mr. Nathaniel S. Prentiss, 
Roxbury, Mass. [Postmarked,] Boston. 

VII. 

Adjourned meeting at Mr. John Lemist's Thursday evening, 
January i, 1835. 

Voted that the subscriptions paper be handed to Mr. BuUard and 
he be requested to make a complete list, of the names, and then be 
submitted by him to the inhabitants generally for additional names. 

Mr. Lemist read a letter from the Superior. 

A letter was read from Capt. Slack in relation to his duty as one 
of the Secret Committee. 

Voted that Mr. Clark be a Committee to carry into effect the 
first vote as far as respects the passing the subscription paper to 
Mr. BuUard, and requesting him to collect additional names. 
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VIII. 

Special Meeting at Mr. Gore's January 3d, 1835. 

Voted that a committee be appointed to confer with the Select- 
men and ascertain if the Committee of Vigilance can be made a 
permanent watch or special constables in case of emergency. 
Voted that J. Lemist and D. A. Simmons be a committee to confer 
with the Selectmen upon the subject of the above vote. 

IX. 

Whereas certain evil minded, lawless persons, hitherto unknown, 
have threatened violence to the property, the late Mansion-House 
of the Hon. Henry A. S. Dearborn, but now owned by us — and 
desirous to protect the same from wanton destruction. Therefore 
we earnestly solicit the aid of those citizens of Roxbury who have 
formed an association for the purpose of meeting any emergency to 
which they may be called, in protecting the said Building and its 
curtilages, and more especially its innocent Inmates who have made 
it their dwelling place and Castle. 

David Dudley 
Shubael Bills. 
Fuller & Simmons 
Jon'a Dorr. 

Mr. Wetmore has given to the Society the original of the 
following letter: 

Joseph Story to H. A. S. Dearborn. 

Cambridge Septr. 19, 1844. 

My dear Sir, — I thank you very sincerely for the No. of the 
Knickerbocker^ containing your article on Mr Alston's "Belshaz- 
zar's Feast," and still more for your kind and interesting Letter. 
The article on *^Belshazzar's Feast'' is written with great beauty 
and force, and vividness of colouring, and shews a mind thoroughly 
imbued with the Love of Art, and with a nice and curious discrimina- 
tion. It has elevated the picture and Alston also in my opinion, 
highly indeed, as I had thought of his powers and genius, and skill 
in execution before. The Tribute is a noble one, and cannot fail 
to meet the approval of the public as well as of all friends. How 
few, indeed, there are who know, how to appreciate such a work, 
and to bestow upon it a warm and distinctive praise, and to feel as 
well as to unfold its merits! 

^ Knickerbocker Magazine, xxiv. 205. 
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The part of your Letter, which alludes to our early friendship, is, 
I confess, still more dear to me. I rejoice to know, that it has been 
from the beginning, unshaken, and unvaried. I look back with 
pride upon it; and with a consciousness, that your own most honor- 
able course through life has been in perfect keeping with the promise 
of your early manhood. Few men, indeed, have I had the good 
fortune to know, who have so steadfastly maintained their prin- 
ciples through all the changes and tergiversations of party politics, 
and kept their honour unstained and unobscured. I have only been 
mortified, that your merits have not constantly received those re- 
wards, which I know to be your just due; and I have been indignant 
when they have been passed over in favour of the trivial and supple 
candidates for the popular suffrage. 

This is the 19th of September, and I trust it may be a day of 
happy Augury for Mr. Clay and the whigs. If he should be chosen, 
as I most earnestly pray, that he may. President of the U. States, I 
cannot doubt that you will, as you ought to, receive some high 
mark of the public confidence through him. I can speak of you as 
one always true to Whig Principles, and devoted to him, and his 
principles, for the protection of the great Interests of our country — 
Agriculture, commerce and manufactures — and that you have 
labored long and worthily in the good cause and with no mean 
sacrifices. What office would best befit you, I pretend not to desig- 
nate; but I should rejoice that you might have some honorable and 
profitable office at home, or abroad. 

I began this Letter without intending to dwell on these topics. 
But my true opinions and feelings are in it; and if Mr. Clay should 
win the race, pray do not hesitate to use this Letter, wherever you may 
deem it useful, as my sincere and cordial Testimony in your favour. 

Pray give my kindest Regards to your wife^ — my early friend — 
whose family always possessed my highest Respect, and the memory 
of whom will never pass from my thought while I live. Believe me 
most truly and affectionately your friend, 

Joseph Story 

Mr. Wetmore also presented the following letter: 

Eliphalet Nott to Chesselden Ellis.2 

Union College, Feb. 4th, 1844. 

My dear Ellis, — Your favour, some parts of which you say is 
confidential, will be so regarded. I am glad to see that you have 

1 Hannah Swett Lee, of Salem. 

2 A member of Congress from New York. 
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made so good a beginning. You have the talent, and the industry 
to acquire influence; and if you will exercise the prudence and self- 
government requisite to this end, you will assuredly acquire it. In 
Congress, as elsewhere, time as well as talent, is necessary to ac- 
quire an ascendency. A new member cannot do much at first, 
and must not try to do too much. His first object must be to es- 
tablish a character of some sort. It may be for debating, or it may 
be for advising, or for judging correctly of men and measures, or it 
may be for truth, honour, and incorruptible integrity, and the last 
must be established by every statesman who is to maintain an 
abiding influence. 

A man's thoughts are his own — he has a right to hold his peace, 
to adopt a course of action for himself, and to wait the issue. But 
if he speak at all, he is bound to speak truth, and if he promise, 
tho' to his hurt, he must keep his word. He must do this for con- 
science sake, and also for his own sake. A man may be cautious 
and sagacious, but he may not be faithless, either to friends or foes. 
Oaths are to be kept with heretics, as well as with the orthodox, 
and as well in politics, as religion. 

I think the politics of this country more complicated than at any 
former period. There is a growing feeling against any President's 
running for the office a second term, and this of itself makes it more 
difficult to carry our friend Van Buren than it would otherwise be. 
Mr. Calhoun is a splendid and noble man, but there is one thing 
that presses like an incubus upon him. 

Things are now so balanced, that if either party could bring for- 
ward an unobjectionable candidate, and a candidate in whose be- 
half some enthusiasm could be excited, that candidate might be 
elected. But it is difficult for an army during action to change 
fronts, and not much less so for a party during a political cam- 
paign, to change candidates, especially in a great country and dur- 
ing the existence of conflicting interests. Tho' the candidates were 
less blameless than they are, it would still behove us to trust in 
Providence. 

I perceive that the die is cast, and that our friend Spencer ^ is 
rejected. So be it. I only hope that a worse man may not be forced, 
through party animosity, upon the country. 

The individual you mention as a substitute is a good man and 
true — but can his nomination be effected? Perhaps. 

I send you a copy of the Enquirer and enclose a brief notice of it, 

1 John Canfield Spencer (i 778-1855), nominated by President Tyler, January 
9, 1844, to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and rejected by the Senate, January 31, by a vote of 26 to 21. His name was 
again sent to the Senate, June 17, and withdrawn the same day. 
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with the correspondence between the Ex: Com: and Doct's War- 
ren, Mott, and Worner, which I should Uke to have inserted in the 
Washington papers, and a copy forwarded to me. Yours truly, 

Elip't Nott. 

Theodosia Burr Alston to Mrs. Madison 

Rocky River Springs, N. C, June 24th, 1809. 

Madam: — You may, perhaps, be surprised at receiving a letter 
from one with whom you have had so little intercourse for the last 
few years. But your surprise will cease when you recollect that my 
Father, once your friend, is now in exile, and that the President only 
can restore him to me and to his country. 

Ever since the choice of the people was first declared in favor of 
Mr. Madison, my heart, amid the universal joy, has beat with the 
hope that I, too, should soon have reason to rejoice. Convinced 
that Mr. Madison would neither feel nor judge from the feelings or 
judgment of others, I had no doubt of his hastening to relieve a man 
whose character he had been enabled to appreciate during a con- 
fidential intercourse of long continuance; and whom he must know 
incapable of the designs attributed to him. My anxiety on this 
subject has, however, become too painful to be alleviated by an- 
ticipations which no events have yet tended to justify; and in this 
state of intolerable suspense, I have determined to address myself 
to you, and request that you will, in my name, apply to the Presi- 
dent for a removal of the prosecution now existing against Aaron 
Burr; I still expect it from him as a man of feeling and candour, as 
one acting for the world and for posterity. 

Statesmen, I am aware, deem it necessary that sentiments of 
liberality, and even of justice, should yield to considerations of 
policy: but what policy can require the absence of my Father at 
present? Even had he contemplated the project for which he stands 
arraigned, evidently to pursue it any further would now be impos- 
sible. There is not left one pretext of alarm even to calumny; for, 
bereft of fortune, of popular favor and almost of friends, what 
could he accomplish? And, whatever may be the apprehensions or 
the clamors of the ignorant and the interested, surely the timid, 
illiberal system which would sacrifice a man to a remote and un- 
reasonable possibility that he might infringe some law, founded on 
an unjust, unwarrantable suspicion that he would desire it, cannot 
be approved by Mr. Madison, and must be unnecessary to a Presi- 
dent so loved, so honored. 

Why, then, is my Father banished from a country for which he 
has encountered wounds and dangers and fatigue for years? Why 
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is he driven from his friends, from an only child, to pass an unlimited 
time in exile, and that too at an age when others are reaping the 
harvest of past toils, or ought at least to be providing seriously for 
the comfort of ensuing years. I do not seek to soften you by this 
recapitulation; I wish only to remind you of all the injuries which 
are inflicted on one of the first characters the United States ever 
produced. Perhaps it may be well to assure you there is no truth 
in a report, lately circulated, that my Father intends returning im- 
mediately. He never will return to conceal himself in a country 
on which he has conferred distinction. 

To whatever fate Mr. Madison may doom this application, I 
trust it will be treated with delicacy; of this I am the more desirous 
as Mr. Alston is ignorant of the step I have taken in writing to you, 
which, perhaps, nothing could excuse but a warmth of filial affection ; 
if it be an error, attribute it to the indiscreet zeal of a daughter 
whose soul sinks at the gloomy prospect of a long and indefinite 
separation from a Father almost adored; and who can leave un- 
attempted nothing which offers the slightest hope of procuring him 
redress. What indeed, would I not risk once more to see him, to 
hang upon him, to place my child on his knee, and again spend my 
days in the happy occupation of endeavouring to anticipate all his 
wishes? 

Let me entreat, my dear Madam, that you will have the con- 
sideration and goodness to answer me as speedily as possible; my 
heart is sore with doubt and patient waiting for something definite. 
No apologies are made for giving you this trouble, which I am sure 
you will not deem it irksome to take for a daughter, an affectionate 
daughter, thus situated. Enclose your letter for me to A. I. Fred- 
eric Prevost, Esq., near New Rochelle, New York. 

That every happiness may attend you, is the sincere wish of 

Theo. Burr Alston 

Thomas B. Wait to James Savage 

Washington City, Feb. 7th, 1816. 

My dear Sir, — I told you before I left Boston I would write to 
you, and you see I keep my word. You have heard, in the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, of broad stair members. I have had the 
honour of being this sort of member at Washington for two or three 
weeks past; and I have the happiness of not being alone. If the 
doors of Congress could be opened to us, we should vote all the 
other members out of the House; but we are allowed neither to 
vote nor speak; we resort, therefore, to secret influence. Some want 
places, some Indian lands, some contracts, some money, some to 
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sell books. Mr. Jefferson and I belong to this last class. His business 
is finished, mine is but half done.^ He has received twenty thousand 
dollars and I expect but ten. So that, in all respects, he is my 
superior, as broad stair member. How he managed I know not, but 
I have had hard work. I made my attack on the Senate, took the 
bull by the horns, and tormented till I tamed him. Whether in 
mercy to me or themselves will never perhaps be known, but they 
have this day voted to purchase 500 sets of State Papers,2;at $2.25 a 
copy; and there is little reason to doubt but the vote will be sanc- 
tioned by the House. A Committee has been appointed, Mr. King,^ 
Chairman, to examine the unpublished confidential Docimients. 
We have found them all, but several of them must not be printed. 
Still I fear there will be nearly another volume. Mr. King wishes 
that the secret journals of the old Congress may be published. He 
is Chairman of a Committee to examine them. He has consulted 
the President and Secretary of State. They doubt, but have not 
yet determined. Mr. Monroe told me that those Journals would 
make three or four volumes; but I believe they will fill seven or 
eight. The business will be determined before I leave Washington ; 
but on the whole I doubt whether it will yet be expedient to publish 
them. 

To talk a little more soberly about the Senate. They are the 
most respectable, and dignified, and able, and I will add, because I 
feel it to be my duty to add, the most excellent, body of men to 
whom I was ever introduced. Mr. King, you know, is the greatest 
man in our country, excepting Mr. Cabot; and Mr. King has that 
transcendent influence in the Senate of the United States, to which 
his talents, and integrity and acquirements entitle him. I look 
upon that Senate, and am once more proud of my country. I did 
this before they voted to purchase 500 copies of State Papers. 

Feh. 9th. The treaty making power is now before the two Houses. 
The Senate say it belongs to the President and themselves, the 
House that they have a right to participate; and do you believe 
that Cyrus King has voted in favour of the pretensions of the 
House? He has. My faith in him, as a correct Statesman, is gone 
forever. He may be a very clever fellow, but in politicks he is a 
mad-cap. Mr. R. King has this day made a speech on the subject, 
and just such a one as he ought to make, and just such a one as no 
other man in Congress could make. He is — shall I not use the 
epithet, it is what I think — he is a god-like man. The House 

^ Jefferson had sold his Hbrary to the United States. 
2 A publication by Wait. ^ Rufus King. 
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must recede, or no bill will pass. There is no party consideration 
which appears to influence any member of the Senate; it is principle, 
a great constitutional principle. Mr. Barbour, late governour of 
Virginia, is most decided in opposition to the claims of the House. 
"There is not," said he, "much which we can do, but we have much 
to resist. The line is marked out. I am now standing on it, and will 
not recede an inch. I am for postponing the subject indefinitely; 
the Judiciary will know how to decide, they will not hesitate." The 
subject is to be again taken up on Monday. 

I have spoken with some, perhaps too much, severity of Cyrus 
King, but it is on principle. I have nothing personal against him. 
I am sure I have no quarrel with him, for I dine with him tomorrow. 
I mean only, that he is too impetuous and passionate for a States- 
man, too precipitate for a sound politician. His friends say, that 
he voted for the House because he hated the President. Admitting 

that the D 1 himself were President, and that he had made a 

treaty consigning us all, during four years, to the infernal regions, 
he ought to support it, and you and I ought to go, rather than 
violate a fundamental principle of the constitution. 

Randolph is a sad fellow. I wish you could look at him. He is 
as tall, and as straight, and as swarthy, as a Sagamore, and squeels 
like a pig when the knife is in his throat; and he is as great a nuisance 
as the Pig without a knife and without a yoke. He breaks into 
every one's yard, and pokes his nose into every one's pail of swill. 
He talks at all times, and upon all subjects; generally, however, 
preferring any subject rather [than] the one before the House. The 
first day after my arrival I feared that he would not, and ever since 
that he would, speak; and there is not a man in the House or gallery 
who is not, on this subject, as great a coward as I am. Since I have 
been in the city he has cost the House more than I have cost the 
Senate, which you know is more than ten thousand Dollars. 

There my friend, if you want more nonsense, you must call 
upon some other member — my stock is exhausted. Respectfully 
and sincerely yours, 

Thos. B. Wait. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by Messrs. Shat- 
TUCK, J. C. Warren, Storer, and Norcross. 
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MEMOIR 



OF 



WILLIAM ROSCOE LIVERMORE 

By ABBOTT LAWRENCE LOWELL. 



On the ancestry of our late colleague, Col. William Roscoe 
Livermore, it is unnecessary to comment here, for his father, 
George Livermore, was an honored member and benefactor 
of this Society, and a long memoir of him by Charles Deane 
may be found in Volume x of the first series of our Proceedings. 

Colonel Livermore was born in Cambridge on January ii, 
1843. There his childhood was passed, and in due time he 
naturally entered Harvard College. But, while a freshman, 
he obtained a nomination to West Point, whither he went in 
1 86 1. An incident there shows that he was not devoid of the 
spirit of harmless mischief which gives a spice to life; and in 
fact he always had a sense of fun little suspected by those 
who did not know him well. With two or three other cadets 
he sounded reveille one morning and made the whole corps, 
with the officers of the post, turn out an hour before the 
proper time. This he did without being discovered — no small 
exploit at the Academy, a serious offence against discipline at 
the moment, but a good story in later life. 

During the whole four years spent by his class at West 
Point the Civil War was raging, and the cadets longed to be 
called out for active service, but the government wisely ab- 
stained from anticipating the supply of trained young officers 
in a war whose duration was uncertain. In 1865 he graduated 
sixth in a class of sixty-eight, and selected the Corps of Engineers 
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for which he was peculiarly fitted by his mathematical and 
scientific ability. It was not long before he showed his capacity. 

In 1868, when twenty-five years of age, the laying of the 
first American cable from the United States to Havana gave a 
chance to exercise his systematic precision and resourcefulness. 
While it was being laid the cable parted, and the engineers of 
the company, unable to find the broken end, abandoned the 
attempt to do so; whereupon he asked leave to try to find it, 
and by an ingenious use of the data at command he succeeded. 

As an army engineer he was connected with work on forti- 
fications on the Atlantic coast from New Bedford to Tortugas, 
with river and harbor improvements in the Northeast and on 
the Missouri, and with surveying on the Great Lakes and in 
Texas. In the last of these places his services proved so note- 
worthy that a mountain in Jefferson Davis county bears his 
name. It is characteristic of his indifference, if not repugnance, 
to popular recognition that he objected to this; but his dis- 
inclination was very properly unheeded by the Department. 
While in this region he had an experience that showed his 
determination and pluck. Roughs in the neighborhood were 
impeding the work of the post, but instead of resorting to 
military measures he decided to give them a lesson of a kind 
they could understand. Although not a large man or particu- 
larly athletic, he offered to fight their leader with his fists. To 
make the lesson more emphatic he had one hand tied behind 
his back, and being skillful in boxing he thrashed his opponent. 
Thereafter he had no trouble with these men and became very 
popular among them. 

Most of his active life was spent in this country serving on 
the Engineer Corps; but in 1899 he was sent to Europe as 
Military Attache to the embassies at Copenhagen and Stock- 
holm. During that mission he travelled in Germany and 
Russia, witnessing the army maneuvers in the former, and the 
three years he passed abroad were full of interest to his alert 
and observing mind. 

Intellectually, indeed, he was always busy, and his interests 
extended over a wide range, military and civil. He published 
a manual of tactics {Maneuvers for Infantry, 1884), simplified 
the German Kriegspiel for the use of American officers, and, 
with Col. A. H. Russell, invented magazine and automatic 
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guns, including the method of loading the rifle by clips. His 
interest in, and capacity for, mastering scientific problems led 
him into many fields. To the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences he was elected, not in the section of engineering but 
of chemistry; and he contributed to the Journal of the American 
Chemical Society (Vol. xn, No. 9) a paper on the mathematical 
relations of the atomic weights, — a problem whose signifi- 
cance he was, indeed, one of the first to appreciate. 

To no subject could he turn his attention without devoting 
to it profound study. An opportunity for doing so in a matter 
important for both military and civil life was presented when 
he was detailed as engineer of the first light-house district, a 
service placed under the War Department although its utility 
is naval. It had long been known that fog signals were at 
times inaudible when most needed, and vessels were often 
wrecked close to light houses without hearing a sound. Major 
Livermore, as he then was, undertook to ascertain the cause 
and cure of this phenomenon. He began by charting the 
silent areas — the sound shadows as he called them — of his 
district under different atmospheric conditions; and found that 
they occurred only where the signal was situated upon a cliff 
or bluff high enough to deflect the wind, only when the wind 
was blowing strongly on shore, and only over an area extend- 
ing a certain distance to sea. He then calculated the inter- 
ference with the sound waves caused by the ascending current 
of the wind on touching the cliff, and showed that under these 
conditions the sound waves which would otherwise strike the 
nearer sea would be deflected upward, but by dispersion would 
reach the water farther out. This accounted for the sound 
shadows near the fog signal and the audibility of the sound at 
a greater distance. As that occurred only when the wind was 
strong on shore, and hence the sea rough, it was evident that a 
whistHng buoy would sound whenever the fog signal could not 
be heard. He recommended, therefore, that such buoys should 
be moored to windward of all fog signals standing upon high 
ground, and they may now be seen throughout our coast, 
thereby removing a former danger of maritime disaster. 

Military history always occupied much of his attention, and 
he was a dihgent student thereof, but his principal pubHcation 
on the subject was rather a tribute to the memory of a friend 
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than a labor undertaken for its own sake. John C. Ropes, the 
learned historian of Napoleon and of the Civil War, known 
and beloved by all members of this Society, died when only 
half of his history of the Civil War was completed; and Col. 
Livermore agreed to finish it. This he did in two admirable 
volumes covering the period from the beginning of 1863 to the 
close of the war. 

With so little of a popular nature from his pen his writing of 
this book is a satisfaction, tempered only by a fear that it may 
have interfered with the completion and publication of what 
he regarded as his chief productive work. This is the historical 
atlas upon which he spent an enormous amount of labor. It is 
significant of his versatile mind that his primary activities 
being connected with military art and physical science he 
should have taken as the leading object of many years a plan 
that falls within neither of those fields. But he was an in- 
tellectual pioneer by temperament, and felt that here lay a 
work never done and much needed. He believed that history 
could be greatly illuminated by a picture virtually continuous 
of the changes in political geography that have taken place 
from the dawn of historical knowledge to the present day. 
His object is best described in his own words: 

A separate map is given for each ten years for Europe and twenty 
for Asia, excepting for those in which there were no important 
changes within the period. ... As the maps are so closely con- 
tinuous in time, they represent all political changes of any impor- 
tance, whereas other atlases represent only distant periods. . . . 

The advantages of my plan are: that it presents a complete 
panorama of history; in turning over the pages we see the growth 
and decline of nations and tribes; the maps are moving pictures. 
A narrative is expressed in language addressed to the ear, perhaps 
through the eye. This is addressed directly to the eye, which takes 
in thousands of impressions while the ear takes in one. It is history 
expressed in three dimensions. 

For example, to find the state of Europe at a definite time, we 
have only to turn to the map of the date next following. To find 
the time that any nation or race first predominated in any spot, 
we have only to turn the leaves back until the color of that spot 
changes, the figures near the boundary line indicating the precise 
year if known in which the change occurred. ... A knowledge of 
the geographical distribution of political supremacy is the alphabet 
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and the foundation of Historical Science. ... By means of these 
maps with brief explanations one can learn more in a few hours than 
by reading alone for many years, and what is thus learned is retained 
longer in the memory. 

At the time of his death the first three volumes — the most 
important of the Atlas — were substantially finished, and the 
fourth was far advanced. It is earnestly to be hoped that they 
may be speedily published. 

In 1904 he had reached the grade of Colonel of Engineers, 
and in 1907 was retired by operation of law; but when our 
country entered the Great War, Colonel Livermore offered his 
services, was detailed for special duty with the chief of En- 
gineers and edited the Professional Memoirs. This is in fact 
a journal of military engineering, and the work was one for 
which he was especially fitted. Shortly after the end of the 
war he fell ill, and died suddenly at a hospital in New York 
on September 26, 1919. 

Colonel Livermore's intellectual gifts, his versatility and his 
industry are evident from this brief description of what he 
did. Yet he was not a man to be appreciated by those who did 
not know him well. Affectionate by nature, genial with his 
friends and delightful in propounding new theories that bit 
into the mind, he was taciturn among strangers, and indifferent 
to fame. He cared very much about the solution of problems, 
but singularly little about the reputation they might bring. 
His desire and facility for self-expression were, indeed, far from 
strong, either in speech or writing. He was contented to seek 
for knowledge, to find it, and to place it where it could be of 
use to those who might look for it. He left few letters, not 
much published material in comparison with the range of his 
knowledge and his thought; and what can be stated in a 
memoir comes in large part from personal recollection. But 
to the friends who knew him his memory is treasured with 
affectionate admiration. 



